
INSANE PERSONS : Two classes of patients , county and private . 
Private patient may not be supported by 
payment to county t he amount it pays to 
State for support as county patient . 
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FILED 

.'r. '.1.:horr..ns G. ·•oolaey 
.rusccuti 10 Att orney 
Cooper vount y 

f1 
• .>oorv{ llo, "~ s souri 

Dour S.ir : 

~1~ is to s.cl::no\11 odre receipt of your letter of recent 
date in which :rcu roquest the O'">inion o~· thls cle Jartnent. 

JUr Jetter • a a~ follo~s: 

" · 'l ctlon 9358, Revised ~tatut.es of 
:lssourl, 1939, defj nes t •1e torm 'lnaa.ne 

voor.' Sectior 332P provides for the 
coJ ·~ltlont of inonne poor to ..;tate inst l
t'.:tt1 ,~_s vrher e t'1e ., s 1 a ll be nal tnined 
c. t th .... o.x~.~el sa (jf t e cou-:ty . ny e.tton
t .:.o• hc.s beon callod to thls s ituation~ 

" I:-1 1J26 a .11othor oi two ninor chlldren 
uas co_ titted t.:> the .Jtf:!to hos~itnl at 
~ulton where she ~as since remained as 
a count~ ._)nt.:ent . T'1c sons of t!1.:s won.a'1 
~ve f or many years bee~ re1mbursing tho 
county in tnc sum of :n2 . 00 a year for 
the mo.intano..""'lce of t "Lei r m0t :1er in Io'ul ton . 
'.l'hey are not insolvent; .:>n t1le contrary, 
t ' l.ey aro poosessed of c-:>nslderablo nro..,
erty, and I ....n told t !Ult t!1e -,ot llor · also 
owns propert y in Jooper County . If t his 
be true, ther1 s:i.le ls LOt an indigent 
insane oerson under t .\.~.e law . 

"Query: Shall the County Court continue 
to pa;y the oxpenses of t he tno.i nton ance 
of this Vl0'11an in t ho State hos pital and 
in t;urn be relniuursed b~ tho sons?" 
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l•'rom your letter we understand that a patient was com
~:tted by the County Court of Cooper County to State Hospi
tal ro . 1 at ... ulton , .assourl , as a county .Jatlent and the 
sons of t r_e .. "'atlor t pay to Coo)cr Cou .. ty tlle sum or ~6 . 00 
per mont11, or .. '72 . 00 per year, wl ich is the amount t he 
count:r pays to the Jtate Uospltal for the support a nd :na1n
te.~ance of eac. of its i nsa!"l.e poor as provided in Section 
9328 , n. 3 . o . 1939 . CG. OO ls t he maxLrum amount t o be 
uaid bY t~e county for t1:e support of eacn insane pat ient 
~d is the sun now fixed by the State Eleenosynary Board 
f ?r s~ch support . 

There are two classes of r>atlents t hat may be sent to 
t he State hospitals of :issouri , nancly , pay patients , and 
county _ tients. 

Pay patients are defined by ~ect:on 9322, R . ~ . ~o . 
193J, as follows: 

nPay patients , or those not sent to t he 
hospital by order of the court , IJ .ay be 
admlttod on such terms as shall be by 
this article and the by- laws of t '1e 
hospital prescribed and regulated . " 

~uch patic~ts , sonetimes called private patie~ts, shall 
on. y be acLaitted upon the pn.y::1e::.t of at least nine t y days' 
c'Ar ge in advance ad a sufficient bond to sec~re the paymc~t 
of charges incurr ed ln behalf and on account of said pat ient, 
and necessary clot;hJ.ng shall be furnlsl1.ed in addition t hereto. 
~1e anount of t:~ advance payment and the required bond i s 
prescribed by rules and regulations of the Doa.rd of anagers 
of t:1o State El eenosynary Institutions with~.n the limits of 
t no statutes , nectloas 9323 to 932'7 , i~clusive, H. J . lO . 
1939 . 

vou~ty ~atients arc those of the ir-s~ne poor, or i ndigen t 
ins a. e, who have t he ot.~er necessary qualifications to be ad
mitted to tho State hospital, who have not sufficie~t estate 
to support thom at t he Sto.te hospital f or the insane . Section 
9328, R. s . wo . 'l939, et seq. 

r:e do not find that there ore any other classes of irlsane 
persons ~ho may be sent to State hoap:tals. The patient is 
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eith er n private pat1e-r.t or v. county pa.tte .t . T.i.1ere is no 
::>rov~s:c .... i r. t h e lo.n for a part coun ty pat en t a.11d a part 
pay patient . 

So far as we are able to find there is no statutory 
o.uthor:ty for t :1e couHty t o permtt a patient to be sen t as 
a com1ty patlon t ~~d then by some other arraneeme nt allow 
so l:lOone else to reimburse t '1e co~nty for t he runount paid to 
t he St~te ~~spltal for hl1o A&e~ of t he patlen t . 

Prior to t h e re-enact .• e 1t of Sectlon 8636, R. 3 . li:o . 
1 02" , by t he Lc.r.s of .. U sso ·r..:.. 1935, ~a~o 387, t he maximum 
c.rnount ""'ald by the county f'or t h e support end maintenance of 
t 'lelr _'lsane po or vras 18 . 0J per mo1t '1. Under t he present 
stat~te, Soctlon 9328, R. u . ~o . 1 J33 , the ~~um amount 
paid by t1w cou~tJ is .s .oo ~cr mo. th for each patior.t. It 
wi ll, t' .... erefore, be neon t l .. a.t the burden of Cflrtng for tho 
incllc o l t i r..so.no by t w a !1end.It1ent of 1935 was shifted, to the 
abvve cxtc. t , 1rom tho county to t he State . 

You also state ~n yo.Ar letter that yo•t are inf or med 
that the insane .t-at.:on t m. s pronert-y in Cooper County, al
though you do not state t o nmou1t, or whot hor she would 
co-·e \7l t hln t ho tors c-" .:~nction 935~ R. s . I~o . 1939 , wh.lc:1 
mi~ht ~ako her a )O.Y pat lont . Of c o·1rso, i t is a q test1o~, 
of fact t o be rletermlnod by t he county co·1rt ·~7 • .other or not 
a pa.tio:.:1 t beloncs to t ""l.e class of indl -:;e:. t lr:sa..'>'le ~ orsons 
wil.o are o ..... ti t led to rece i ve care a nd ma! .. te~o.nce o.t a State 
t.os)ita.l at ;>"!'>lie exne .se , ,...r \7!1..othor t'1e pat:.on t 1.s in 
fact a pay pat1.ent . If , u.,....or:. en i"vestl._.nt l en ·oy t he proper 
authorities it is determined t hat t he co mty patient is in 
tr-~th 3..."1d fact a nay !')ntion t, lt .:s tlle ... t he duty of the 
county court to order the tra."1sfor as prov:dod l n ucctlo.a.1 
:>3<7, • • ..J. J:o . 1939 , f r om a cou.:ltJ J,atlent to a pay pat i ent • 

... t is, t'lerefor "J , our opin_o:::. that t~ero is no statutory 
aut'1ort ty for t he co 'llty to ")O.Y ., 72 . 00 per year to the State 
hos r:>itP.l for t h e support o.::. .. d ;rw.inton a:1co of a.""i i n sa."'le person 
and t"1on, "b7 an outside arr~.~.go:tent, oormit other pers ons to 
rei1burse tho county fo r t h e e·-o·mt t ''!.at tho cou?1ty has paid 
to t ho State and the State oe re~~ircd t o assume the balance 
for the support o.nd .maintcnan ce of the i .. sano patieu t . 

Res pectfully submitted, 
APPRvV ....D: 

COVELL • • lifr.liTT 
Assistant Attorney- veneral 

CR . :CP 


