
..... .&.A.A·J.· iV~ :-nnere ara.J.n ge Cll.S"tr l.C"t acqu1rea land upon wh ich there 
are delinqu nt state, county, school and road taxes, it 
takes such and subj ect to t he taxes, which may be 
enforced by such political subdivision if nnt !~ id. 

Sept ember 14, 1934. 

»r. H. A. ~righ t, 
Clarence, Missou ri . 

Dea r Sir : 

which you 
nowledging receip t of your letter i n 

ol lows: 

"Some nths ago one of t he assistant 
attorne generals wrote a l et t er to 
w. E. R y, Secretary of Valley Dr a i nage 
Distric , advising him t hat drainage 
distric s do not haYe to pay s t ate and 
county axes on lands taken over by 
t he dis riot. Since a drainage district 
is a• icipal coroor ation,• etc. 

"One of 
age Dis 
of you 
trict 
liable 
la.nd wh 
have to 
because 
l and st 
quent 

the Supervisors of Valley Dr ain
riot asked me today to i nquire 
or t he Suoervisors of t is dis
ether the district would be 
or state and oountv taxes on 
oh t hey wil l most cert ainly 
take over in t 11e next few weeks 
of delinauent taxes and on which 
t e and county taxes a re delin-

"In oth r words, t he Supervisors want 
to know whether, i n suing for delin
quent ainage taxes and having the 
l and so d for such drainage t a xes and 
having o buy in the l and for t he dis
trict, hey a re chargeable wit h delin
quent s ate and county t axes . 

"The l e 
and ref 
29 , 193 
son , At 
seems t 
bert L 
l e tter 
regard 

ter written from your office 
rred to above w~ s dated Dec. 
, and addressed to w. 0 . Jack
ornev a t Butler , Yi s Pouri . I t 

rne that Attorney General Gil
b is the one who s ent t hat 
onstruing t his dra inage l aw in 
o state and count y taxes." 

On 
on inion to Ur . 

ber 29 , 1 933 , t his Department issued an 
Jackson, Prosecuting Attorney at Butl er , 



!!!' . ll. A. r ight, - 2- September 14, 1934. 

~iss~ur1 t o t he ef ect t hat t he drainage district did not 
h&Ye to oay taxes n land while it was owned and hel d 
by t~em for t he re son t hat under Sect ion 9743, R. s . 
Yo. ~929, t he pr op rties of a municioal coroorat ion are 
exempt fro m t&Xati n, and a drainage district is a 
muniqip&l corporat on under Sect ion 6 of Article I 
of t~e Constitutio of Missouri. 

we also led 1n that opinion that i f t her e 
were delinquent s t te, county, school and r oad taxes 
aga inst the land a t he time it was acquired by the 
dr ainage district, the drainage district toot t he l and 
subj~ct to t he pri r lien of t hose taxes . Section 
10764, R. s. Mo. 1 39, among other t hings, provides: 

taxes pro•ided for i n 

In answer to your l etter, therefore, it is our 
opini,on t hat if it becomes necessary f or your drainage 
district to t ake o er l and tor t he district on wh ich 
there are delinque t state , county, s chool and r oad 
t axea , the distric t akes t he l and subject to the 
par amount lien of hose ta.xea , and unless t hose taxes 
are ~ischarged by be district t he political subdiTi
s1on i nTolTed mi gh , by pr oper proceedings , enforce 
i ts lien aga inst t e land in question. 

( ACT NG) 
At torrey General . 

F\1H : S 

Very truly vours , 

FRA.'UC W. HAYES , 
Assistant Attorney General . 

.. 


