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TA.X.L\.TI ON AND REVENUE : Collect~r.may make record of redempti on 
of cert1f1cate when redemption thereof 
is made and the certificate holder has 
no further i nterest t herein. 

/ 
Uove!!'ber 28 , 1 940 

Ionorubl~ Conn ithers 
lJr osec uti 1<.) Attor_lt,y 
Liberty , Mi s s ouri 

Dear lr . :i thers : 

· ,e desire to acknO\vled.Ge your request for c.n 
opinion ~ vhich is as follo\s : 

HThis i s to re( Ut-St ulle opinion of yo·_l' 
tepurt~ ~.- .. t on .,;.. mtlt ter · llich might involve ex
po· di t t . .rcs t o be c..udi ted U!' der t,hc County .~udi t 
systt;. ...ich req .ir e the intt-... pl·e t tlon of your 
-.epartment . 1'.:~.- facts upon .hi c:~ ti.e opinion 
i s r e quested ere contai . d ir a l etter addressed 
to .:t- by t t..; County Collect or of Cl ay County , 
rtiosouri whic_l reads to.s follo. s : 

• Dear o i r : 

0;,~ Nmrember 7 , 193b , I offered i'o~· s a le 
v~riouo properties 1 ,r dt..;lin~ent 1arcs 
hld sold same as provided f or iH Secti on 
~ 953A of the 1 933 vesslon tcts . 'Pht s e 
propertieD havit..f> bee11 ~dverti ~H d Wld of
fered at t~e 1 936 und 19~ 7 s ,lt und ~o bi d 
suf ... ioient to p~y uh0 totul amot ~t of 
t tt:xos a c" cost be i ng l'(;Ct.i od , they \ Ore 
L~~:· advLrtise~ nd o ft;ILd in 1 938 and 
sol~ to tht, ~i _ cLt bidders nd ccrtific&t es 
o~ purcLtl.SC; is u.d hereon . 

I n var i - · .... s cases u ... e o . crs of pro rties 
huve rE.dCl. __ t;; ~ .. c e ('' tst nc L~ certi f i -
CbtLS ~~ p:cvidcd • ~ 1 - J ctiL .953B f 
t e 193~ ... ession ... cts . 

OnE.; -r ~he holder3 of s~id ccrtificttes of 
pu.rc u"'o ~ef se~. to s .rr<. lo1· . ai ' cor tifi
c c...tos l~e l<i by lin. , o v 11 't.!lO he has bee n 
not ..~.:e.c bj re'-istured mail cf tl .. c l Odemp
tiou 01 he S(iid certifict4t ,s , cot t<.nding 



don<'r· ble Conn \, i thers . - 2 - r ovCI!lber 2B , 1 940 . 

th~ t lt. hus a l ie11 on 11ro r ertir-s covered 
by sai d certi1lcates of purcnuse until a l l 
t uxes t h, t Viere char ed t..gai st thr- se prop
ert_t::s arc. p ... id . 

Citinu three specific r edempti ons of prop
erti<:; s e s so..~.d under ...,ection 9953 . .1\ and re
deemed under oction 995~B as t o how these 
pro!-'crties \:oro r ode • ed , I g ive the fol
l ovJi ·G : 

(1) Certificate of Purchase ' o . b56 was 
i ssu~.-d unde r ecti on 9953J. on a bid of 
, 2 . 00 covori ng propert~ th t ht1d un ai d 
t axes amo~rti1~ to 55 . 1E. hct Certi-
fic , tC; 01 rurcllase \las rede€.L'Cd under Sec
tion .:95:.JB by tho mmur und he then ap-
P(.. a red be for~.- .... e Count y Coul't ~nd secured 
u. com1,ro. i se on che de1i nqu.e 1t t axes on 
the g r ounds that t he pr opert was not vJorth 
tue wnou_.t of t £-.xes, pe ..... l i e s , L urest 
aLd cost de1inau _t there on . 

( 2) Ccrti~ i ca~e of IuXchase o . 5~7 WLS 
i ssu E. d w1dcr acti on 995~L o . u. i <'i o:t 
. 1 . 00 covt..ri n prop r t : t11. t hud u.npai d 
taxes amounti~~ ~o L5 . 24 due theruon . 
'1 .e our ... e1· rede ome<' Llli s ~.- ertific t t o of Pur
cha se u d p~i d 11 d&li ucnt t axes ·ue 
t~ereo.1 at v.: tin:o o .~. redemption . 

(J ) Certificute c f l urcba~c o . 552 WLS 
i s- uwd un or ·ecti n 99531, on a b id of 1.00 
cover·ing prop. rt. t .tP t hud Wlpt..id taxes 
amountin~ t · 302 . 43 due .ereon . Th <:; O\.ncr 
red eo t.-d this Cert · 1 ic&t .... f r i ·c _. 1, ce Vt..lue 
OL October 11 , 1940 , a .ld es yot hufl no t 
ui < Lc · u~aini ~ rounts due t h: t · ere 

not p i c by vhc proceeds of the sale . 

In each ca e o.~.· rederP t i o . the m r e r of the 
Certifict te~ of ?urc1~ase has be en noti fied 
b y l'e i s t . red nail 0.1. s uid redem }tion ~;~.nd 
re< uvs~ed to sui r cneer s aid certificat es 
to t his of i ce and be p~i d the ori~inal 
price plu.-:~ i nterest , u.s provided for in the 
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Certific~:~.te , fi~urcd froo t h(; dv. t c r-1 the 
s t.:t- to tne rc ... t c of re: emp ,.; ion , but in each 
case , has re f used o s u rc rler suid certi
fic a tes . ' 

'~ am her~by ro0uesting an opiuion as t o 
v;het 1c.r >r not I u i n a posi t i cn t o st&rt pro
ceedin s i n e:.n e ffor t ~ c ~ orce tJ. ... e · ... oldei ·of these 
certifico.te s to surrc rier sumo and , i f s o , ,,.hat 
p: OC(; \;. e should be ollowcd t.N~ ,,ho is resnon
sible for Lh~ cost of ~i e proceed ir~s . " 

In a nswer to h( ubovc opinion we ru:e enclo~
in.g you an opini \Jn rende1ed by this Dep~rtm<:.nt to Mr . 
Charles S . Greenwood , : rosecutins Attor ~ey of Livin6s ton 
County , on r;ov t..;. t.e r 25 , 1940 . 

The ab ove opinion merc.ly passes o ... 1 t.he qu.esti on 
us to tho riGht s of the County Court in cornpromisine de
linquent t axes on real esta te prior to the offering of 
such L ... nds for stile , and ~.- fter such l unCl s have bee 1 sol d 
and redC(;.n ... ed f rol a third SL le . 

Section 99o 6a Laws of Lissouri 1933 , vL pet,e 
437 , is i r part us f oll o\ s : 

"The O\mer or occupant o1' < ny 1 • n d or l ot 
s >1 for t b.xes , 01 t ny ot.her persc s having un 
intc1c t th~reiL , 1 uy rcd~c the sume at any 
t ..... u au i t he t\.:o years nt.At ensui · , ! the 
foll o i ~e m~ ner: By puyi~ t c the county col
l ector , or ht. usE.. of t!~ purchaser , his heirs 
or assigns , th~ full sum o1 Llc ~urch~sc money 
n~med i n h1s certi fic a te of purchase Lne ell 
tl .. o costs of vhb s ... l < toGet her \.~ t h ir ... t nrcst 
t.t Ll..~.;; rJte spec.i. i ed i'1 such certi f ica te , not 
to exceed ten percentuu. 4nnu&lly , t ith ... 11 sub
sequ nt tt,: cs ~ hich have been paid thereon by 
the pur chuser , his heirs or assigns , with inter
e at tt th ... l'Ht e of citJ;ht per . centum per arinum 
o~ nuch taxes subseQ.ttently -pt.ld , and in addi
tion t .J.(,reto tne person :-edeef"'.irl6 any l c...nd ... J "~ ll 
puy t he cost incido.lt to entry of recita l of 
such redeiJ.pt ion. Upon de r osi l:;i th t he c ounty 
collector of t he amounL necessury to r e deem u s 
herein providec , it shall be t he cu. y of ·the 
county colle ctor t o m~il t o the pu. ·chaser , his 



Honorable Conn Withers . - 4 - Noveliber 2.8 , 1 940 . 

heir s or assigns , at t~1e last postof_i ce a d
d r ess if kn vm , < nd i f n Jt knm.n , then to the 
address of the purchaser us shm.n in the record 
of t..he certificate of purchase , notice o1' s uch 
de posi for redewption . ~uch notice, g iven as 
her eln provided , s hhl.l stop pc..ymcnt to the pur
chhser , his heir., or a ssign s , of t...ny fnrther 
intt.! l et t or· penalty . In c asc t he party pur 
chasing Sa id: l and , hiS heii·S or assigl S , fu i l S 
t o t~l:l.. a t x de e d l'or tll.::- l L nd s o phl'c:wsed 
wi hLt six months uf'tel' the expir .... ti on of t he 
t \.o yd .. r s next follmiin,~ the cate of sal e , no 
i ntere t shcll be cha.rt:;t d. or coll ecteo from 
the re Clemptioner aft Er ttu:~~t time . " 

Section 99 56d t !1ereof is as follows : 

" \ :l1en l ands sol d for t a:- e s, or ny por
tions t her eof., sh<. 11 be red uemed , • ... he county 
coll ect r shall in:.;ort a memor c..d:H'um. of such 
reden ption or_ ~.E\ re;cord of the certificate 
of purchus~ appli cable thereto , stut L-L the 
cuanti t y or descri pti Gn o1 the porti on re- · 
deened , i f' not .he wholG, the date t hereof , 
und by whom made , L.nd sie;n .;he s c:.r.1c offic i a l l y , 
.:...nd s hl..ll like\ i ce i vc u ccrti1 icatc ther eof 
t.... , ... o pers . ..;r: redet-min_.. . 'lhe person redeem
i ng shc.ll then present t t he c our ty clerk 
the certi_ica.te o _ r edemption t n d the c ount y 
cle:i..k ~h.J.ll then enter on his recor d of s c..les 
of l&nd f r d~lirq .ent taxes the reci • ... ul of 
s.uch redemption , he date t h ereof , rnd t he 
pe rDon rerl~eLing . " 

T~e ri~ht of the certificate holder in such 
sul e ht s been pa:.:.sed on by ·~.;he Suprt..ne Court .;;f ~uiH 3t c.t e , 
which cons trued a SUinr.l.a! y l LW simil ar t c th~ p· e s ent s um
mary deliHquent t ax l aw . 

L2 the cttse of Hilton v . &'mi t h 1 34 t:o . 499 , 509 , 
::.10 , the court l aid down t h e fol loY:i ng rule \ ·i th r E:.ference 
t , ..-u. ri ilts of t_w ccrti ..: j_cate holder : 

"At tho t i ml the back ta:~ m.,i t was com
mence d i nterple de r Smith held certi f ica tes 
of t:w purchase of the L nc at coll ector ' s 
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s~les for t axes lcvic~ for t he ye~zs 18 74 and 
1£ 7~ . '.:u" ti e allowed by t he l aw (" ag . Stat . , 
p . 1 202 , sec . ~ob ) i · .. h i e 1 the O\.ner could 
redeer: h e.. d expired &nd ho wa • , £ nd or some 
t _ e hod been , entitlvc to a dted . 

m .. 'hat title to , it~tet est i n , or lien upon 
1 l t d ~ certi .icot v of ourchase secures t o the 

hol der i s a ouest i on unon hi ch the re is a 
di ffer ence of op i n i on. It may be s aid gener
ull y tht..t ~,'lc ~ i~l.~.t i s no l arger thLn t he 
s tltute Gi ve s . Th~ 1 -v of 1 72 only ives the 
right to tl.a.t; redem t i on monoy in oa e vho l £~nd 
is r deemed ; L..nd to t. d ... ed \.hen t ho t i me of 
redemption haa expired. 

"In the absenou o1 provisionc of L. .. w de
finL.g th<- ri~~t Jf tnc uol der oi t. certif i
cote o.=a.~ pu oh&se the genera lly acc epted rule 
is h L t , u4.til tJ.ib del i very of & deed , he takes 
no ti~,l~;- to tlL land, , i ·i·er l egal or e quitable . 
Bl ack o~ Tax 'i i tle.:> , sec . 3 '-2 ; Burrou lls on 
Tn~ation , ~ · 5~1 . 

"The r ul e is anno·-nced by this court in 
Donol .. oe v . \'e'-'1, 1 9 Lo . 335 , 336 , t.S f ollow. : 

- --:-r-:-'If t ... e l c..\ . d~d net ;>:r opose t c gi Vl 1.. e pur-
Chd cr the ti t l c t tne l tmd until t wo years 
shol.ld e l apse fror t .. e tico of t ho purchase , 
t.tl n it di d met;.n the. t 1.ne title sho·lld r emai n 
i r vhe O\m r for th~ t period , ~d the rig ht 
of t .e pU1'Chas~.;r w .~.3 11 0 receive hi s nm.ey , 
Hi t..l a hi h penal i l" ve1·est , during t!l6 de l ay 
of redeuption . It uppeers very cletrly to be 
t .w de sign of tLcse t wo actb , t a t the t itle 
o ... :~rope.1· c:r sol o • or t o.xes shW.l remain u di s 
turbec , unt-i l t .. <. d ... ed i s actually e· ecuted 
by t he r gister; :.lc .1. t, unti l tht t act is 
perforr od , the ti tlo is i r t he f01·mer owner . t 

* >:< * * 
i After the period allowed f'o::. redeoption 

htA.s expir ed , as wa the ce..;)e here , ~,he holder 
0 1 ~;he certifica t e h r..s a mere narod r i wht to 
demand anc receive o. deed fron t he collectoi . 
'lh l ew t heic.s.fter g ives him no lie upon the 
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l und for c..ny sum , excE t t het , i n Cl'se hib l itle 
1tils , he me1.y secu1e a lie -- under sec t i on 21 9 , 
2 ~~ ner ' d Statute , pu e 1 206 . Pitk i n v . ~eibel , 
1 04 t:o . 511 . 

COlJCLVJION 

"i.'herefor ~.; i t i :... t-l!e cm.clusion OJ thi 5 "cpc t 
mcnt t h u v .e h ol e c:r o1 u certific ... te i s ... uc d L.t t s Lla f)f' 
1 nds for dclil .... er t tt.Xes , h: vL{; a mere. nc..kbe · i~_ht t o 
dem.mo r~C. l'C ct..i v e a deed f rOI.. ,he t c Collector a fter 
1.:.t. :Jel·iod t: 1:cac ,.;;>tio .... , '',llC reder .. ptio•. is n t.dc. ·. i thi .. 

ho ti.we ::d i ; tC m" • e r p ... u i dcd i-Jy s tatute , such 
n&kcd .i ht ce~ses ~nd t. ~ ;ollecv r hLo no dut; other 
thun \.0 mt.Ke 8. eCO.L'd pl OVidec in J9Ct i "'• 9956d , S' cpr a . 
hv . .3t..<.:l rol o .. d i ~ mu e l y such Colloct 1 ,he certifi

cate holder h no l'i h t to an'· f urther cla i u of i 12tercst 
L . ~,;.r.. t-u , ..... c 16 1 l;Stc t E. f'o. hich til W. e \ s had • 

Cu V LL I. • .I.. IIJ." 
(1'-cti ~ ) a ttor ney- Gvneral 

..:>'-n / me 
Enc 

. espectfully subL'li t .e<~ , 

S . ! • l ... · ..... UJG 
Assi stt~ t Att ornc Genera l . 


