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Services in connection wi th orders 
o~ State Boar d of Health in venereal 
disease control . 

Auc;ust 24 , 1943 

Uc n0rt b lo J chn ll . ~.illiams 
Shc!'iff , Dunkl in County 
Kennet t , Mies~uri 

Doar Sir : 

This is ln r epl y to yours 04 r ocont -ate , 
whereln you request an opi nion rro 1 t his depart
mont on the question cf your charges f or board and 
conunitrnent fees f or venereal disease pati ents who 
have been ordered by the Sto.te !1e · l th f " ic1al o t o 
be apprehendod and held by yoJ l n t he jail f or 
treatment , etc . 

I t could net be succe. '"fully ma1nt .. 1ned that 
t heae are crimlnal caeos . Therefore , the criminal 

foe s tatutes do not appl y. 
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I n the esse c :f Stc t..t.. GX rel. v . Brown, 146 'to . , 
401, t ho court !to.s ruled that a ahor·iff i s not cr
titlod to o fee unlesG expr essl y a llowed by statute . 
You must thoroforo , point tho s tatute authori zi ng 
thls fee bef ore you may claim it . 

Tho only atat ut o that we f i nd which mi rht be 
pert1nont i s found at Sec . 9758 , h . s . 1939. 

This section reads as follows: 

"The county court or city council i n any 
su ch city shal l have power to appropri ate 
me ey out of tho cur ren t revunuos of the 
county or city, as the case ~ay be, f or 
tho purpose of carryinc ou t the pr ovi s ions 
of this arti cl e . " 

From t his soctlon i t is wit hin the di scr etion 
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of the County Court to a ppropria te money to carry 
out the provisions of Article 1·, Ch. 57, R. s . 
1939 , wh1ch i ncludes the control of venereal diseases . 

APPnOVLD : 

ROY UcKIT 1'RICK 
At tor ney Gen eral 

TWB:LeC 

Respectful l y submi .ted , 

TYRE W. BURTON 
Assi stant Attorney General 


