
rc~NSHIP EL~C TI ONS : It is not permis s ibl~ tv nrite or print~ 
name of any political pa r t y on ~ b~llot 
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March 28 , 1953 

Honorabl e James J . .. hee l e r 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Chariton Count y 
Keytesville , Missouri 

.IJeDr Mr . hee l er : 

This office is herein sup )lyin~ the opinion 
you r equested on ·1arch 23 , 1953 , for the cons true tion 
of the statutes of this State ~ov~rnin~ the election 
of townshi p off icers in c ounties under township or
fR'1ization to determine l'rhethr>r the !"-allot used at 
such e l ections shal l desir-nnto the political party 
of the various candidates on the ballot . Your letter 
requestin~ t~is opinion reads as follo~s : 

"Char i t on County has township orrani 
zation and the township election will 
be he ld here r·m·ch 31, l<):JJ . 

''The question has arisen ns to \'lhether 
or not it is pe~ssible to desir.nnte 
the poli tica l party of the various 
c andi dates on the ballot . I am of the 
opinion that this is not permissibl e , 
but the towns!lip c l erk wishes me t o 
write you . " 

The procedure for holding e l ections i n townships 
in counties hoving adopted township or~nni zation is se t 
out in Section 65 .o6o of C!lapter ~5 of the ~evised ~tatutea 
of "risaouri , 1949 . Said sec tion reads as follows : 

"65 .o6o . ·: l ee tions , when, where .-
The citizens of the sever a l townships 
i n a l l counties having adopted the to~m
ship or-anization lnw of t ltis state , who 
are quali fied by the constitution and 
l aws of t~is state to vote at ~enPrnl 
e l 0c tiona 1 s'"lall as se!'tbl e biennially 
on the l ast Tuesday in ?torch at t he i r 
usunl ol nce of voti~ , or e t such olace 



Honorable Jo.mos J . 'hee l er : 

in t heir respective towns hips as they 
nay have previously agreed upon, for 
the pur~ooe of electing to~nship offi 
cers nnd such oth~r officers and trans 
acti~ such other business os may be 
neco ssary . " 

The procedure to be follovted in the alec tion of 
township officers as prosc ribed in said Section 65 .060 1 supra , is conta~ned in ~ection 65 .080 of said Chapter o5 
of the said Revision of our statutes . This section reads 
as follows : 

"65 .080 . l oction ?roco dure .--On tho 
day of tho to\Tnship e l ection the polls 
shall ~e openod betwoen seven and ei~ht 
o ' clock a . m. and be kept open until six 
o ' clock p .~ . by tho jud~o s of the e l oction, 
and when so opened the electors of the 
township shall hnve to elec t all officers 
to be chosen at said election. ~aid offi 
cers s'"'a 11 be chosen by ballot . och bal
lot shall contain the name of every offi 
cer or nAo.sure voted fo r , writ te n or print
ed on the face of such hallot , v.ri th the 
name of the office for which the persons 
voted for are intended to he chosen, which 
ballot shall be folded so as to conceal 
the names of the persons voted for ; where 
the nacos of two or more persons appear 
on any ballot for tho sa~ office , such 
ballot shall be rejected by the judges 
in c anvassing tho votes , onl y as to the 
persons erroneously voted for . Said 
tormship e l ection shall in a ll thinPs 
c 0nform to tho Peneral l aw conc~rning 
elections for state and county off icers , 
so far as the sane is consistent with 
the provisions of this chapter ." 

Section 65 .090 of said Chapter 65 defines the 
qualifications of voters at any township orsanization 
e l ection as fo llows : 

n65 .090 . Qualification of voters .--No 
oerson shall be a voter ~t any township 
election unless he be a qualified voter 
at general elections , and has been an 
actual resident of the township in which 
he offers to vote for sixty days next 
preceding such el!'c tion . 11 
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Honorabl e James J . heel er : 

It will be obsor vod that Section 65 .080 , supra , 
provides th~t such township e l e c tion shall in al l things 
conform to the general l aw concerning e l ections for state 
and county offi cers , so far as tho same is consistent with 
the pr ovisions of Chapter ~5 . This provi sion, with re 
spect to the ballot is made inoperative and cannot be fol
lowed in such township e l ections under the tor~s of sec 
t i on 111 . 010 of Chapter 111, -qsno 1949 . Sai d Section 
111 . 010 provi des as fol l ows : 

"The provisions of thi s chapter shal l 
appl y to all the e l ec tion precincts 
in this state but shall not oppl y t o 
township or villa~o e l ections , to 
school e l ections , or to any city elec 
tion in cities of the fourth c l ass , 
or in citi es of undor three t~ousand 
inhabitants existing under any spoc1al 
l aw . " 

Said Section 111 . 010 was first enacted as a port 
of tho Australian Ballot Law in this State found in Laws 
of 1889 , par,e 105 , Section 36. Thi s section has been car
ried through the succeeding r evisions of our statutes , 
and as now exis ting in our l\evised Statutes , 1949 , clearl y 
s~ows that none of the pr ovisions of said Chapte r 111 , re 
l ating to the ballot to be used in general e l ections for 
stRte and county officers , ore to be appl ied to the form 
of ballots used i n a touns~ip e l ection for township offi 
cers under Chapter 65 of our present revised statutes of 
this State . It ap?ears c l ear , we be l ieve , that under tho 
torrns of said Sec tion 111 . 010 exempti~ township e l ections 
from the terms of Chapter 111, TISJWo 1949 , i t i s not per
missibl e to wri te or pr int the name of any pol i tical party 
to designate the pol itical party of the var .ous candidates 
on the ballot in e l ections for townshi p offices hel d under 
said Chapter 65 of the s 1 atutes of this State . 

C UCLTJSiml . 

It is , therefore , the opinion of thi s offi ce , con
siderinG the ~ro~ses , thrt it i s not permissibl e to wri te 
or print the name of ~ny ,olitical party on the ballot to 
be used in township e l ections to ol ect townshi p offi cers 
to designate tho pol itical party of the various condi datos 
on the ballot used in such totmship e l ections . 
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Honorable J ames J . \fhee l er: 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve , 
was prepared by my Assistant , Mr . George ~ . Crowley. 

GWC : irk 
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Yours very truly, 

J OHN M. DALTON 
Attorney General 


