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· •: > ·/ :·;hi-s· is in answer to· yolW 
1
lettep of r,eoent d~t• . . . 

· Jfequesti:ng an ot'fie,ial opinion of this cie.partm.ent. readit:tg. 
: ,f.Q tollQW$ t · · 

. ' .. 

"Eno~osed are the papers. or .the Amer.i~ .· 
First farty,_· which were~. filed with thi• 
ort~ee on August 26• 1952. ··' -

' ' . ·' . . . -

.~Wtl r~tipoc-ttully r~quas·t ,: ·that ·you adv:j,s~ 
us whethex- or not said <l'Eirty should· ·be · 

. pl(loed ·on the ballot~ for the General 
· Election !n ~overriber." · · · 

The papers t.o ·which you refer are, fir·st, the .record 
· ot. the organizat~on of the Amer~ca First Party· of Missouri 
at a state convention held at the Aatec Room of the President 
Hote1 in Kansas City 1 Mis sou~i, Moncla:;n August 251 1952; 

·at which meeting .a temporary -state chairman,. tanporary state 
vice-chairman, . temporary S ta. te Secretary and temporary State . •C 

· treasurer were selected, .and a platform. of such party_ 
adopted. 

Seoondly,.the-presidential electors of the Ameri~a-
First Party and the nominees· of such party ·for president of . 
the United States an(\ vice-president of the United States 
~e contained 'in such ·papers.· The nominee of the America. 
First Party for president of the United States is Douglas 
MacArthur, ·and· the .nominee for. vice-president of the United · 
Statas of such par:ty is Harcy.F. Byrd. · 

, Thirdly, such papers contain a certification by the 
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Honorabi. Vlialt~l"' n. Toberman 
i\.'·· ·' '.· ' 

( 
_,-\. 

' . 
, tempora17 officers ot the state committee of'. the ~:t?ics. . 
First ftll"t7 and a copy. or_ .. the .etnbl.e or such pa~w ~ . 

' ~ ~ _. ' ' -, -· '' . : .. . - . \- "-...., . . . . \ . 

. .. . . . ~ 't~ .• c~se or state -e~ rel. '"~••· ltortjl)bn~. 21).6 ~toe· 34., : : · 
the Su.pi'e!l18 ·Court or Missouri ••aid. w1t11 rega))$d to the.· estab-. . . !:!•:nt or_ a new. political party in this sta.te~ l·~- 4.2 . . 
"""""'··4,.;lll. ' .' . •. I ' ·- ' •' 

; -; 

/ . 
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· ;.~There is 'nqthil1g· to be fottnd 1n tl)e . · . 
. ··statute ·~~ws or M.ist~our1 preventing''th$ . 

· · .org$.n1£~t1on pf a new poUtieal pal:"ty 
·at anJ tinle the eleetc»;ts of th,e State 
s·~e .f,1t ~o so organize and declare 
principles. It may be trl.le tbA t we have 

. made.no express pro~isfon tor an emergency 
or this kind.; but" it is equ.lly- true 
th.a t t:ttom. a legi al:ati ve standpoint ·we 

· have not placed a ban upon the organ1gation 
·of a n~w .party • and personally I do not · 
think we eou;td place SJ:teh a ban w1 thout 
treading . dangerouslry' near the eonstitutional . · 

· '!nlltbitions.. We may regulate polit1c:a1 · 
partie a· aft~r, the:t:r organization" in the 
exe:r~ise of the pollee pov1e1• of the State_ 
but the.t and n() other pwer ean suppress 
th& alignment or ofu:li ettitens wi'th either 
old ott new parties., · 

' 
"For such new organization there must be 
a starting point, and because the law 
·makes no· express Pl""ovision .for the st.arting 
point~ it does not follow that the citizens 
believing in given principles cannot meet 
and organize in the .ol..d and accustomed 
ways, but \il en organ~zed they must follow 
the regulations ~s pre.scribed by law.• 

We believe. therefore, that the America Pirst Party 
was properly formed in this state. Such party adopted a 
pl.atfo!'m and principles and creed in opposition to the plat• 
form* creed or principles of the either political parties , 
of this state. 

.Since the founding convention of the America Fiz-st 
Party s.elected candidates for p:t"esident and vice•pr~sident 
of the United States, and also sel~ted· presidential electors 
for such party, we· believe that such pa:rty 1s anti tled to 
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L , .•. , .· 
: Iionorable Wa.t t er H.· ·i.f.Obarman 

t . . ~. ; 

. ·( • • • I 

R lp}ace on the ballot for t~e November elOction J>; ~95~~ ~4 'L?i.g&~ 
.:~tAAt th~ names o f the '· oandi.d~t~s . of . the America F1:rs"t· P-E.Wty" . ;. \:·'·.~·.:~::.:Jr~~: .. J/; 

. , . i'~r · presid~nt and v1ce•plles1de~t of 'the 'United· States .• hpula : ·· ;,;,)i 1~: :,\~,:t·~r 
· · :'bQ; b.J . your off ice ce~tlfied out ·.to the · county clevks , and · · · · ;· .· ' '>.)·.):!.; :',' 

_'t;>oai'd.s o f · election oomm1ss1,oners, 
...... .... . . / 

.... . . .'· ·:~ . -

\ ··. ··~ : . : . .. · ... ·. 
.',.. . . 

). ·· ·~,. ~ . ·., , ' .. · · · · ··: · -co.Nctus·toN · .I· .· . 
) .. '· • · .. · . . . ·1 

~~\~\ . . . . ; \,. :· . . T ' I 

(\> ;· ::; _.' ; .... · ,· .: . . . ·::· .· 'It. 19 the opinion of ·this .depar.tment that the · Secre~tary , · ·'>: i!<\ ::;i;\:· 
:•}' · · <' ": . · . .' of' state. should .: ~er·~.ify to t he county clerks .. and ·boards or . , .·.: ...... ::\>,-:~:·r:· . 
'{:? . .. election comm1ss1oners · of this s tate the names of the eandi- ·. <: <· .. · •· '· 
: .. }·.~·,,; · tia.tes of the Ame~icn Firs t .Party for president and vice-. .· ;:J.::.··>. .. : 

,. ·. · .:president of t he UI)ited States for t he · e l ection to be h-eld .. ...<:'. · ·.,. " 
: · · : · .. ,ill November or 1952-~ . . . , . . ·- ,~,..,.:., .. 
. . - . . ' . . ' 

·.-~~ ':-.· ~, -·:. t - . 
~f{.:·;· .·~··:· ' . : ' .. · ..... 
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·. I APPROVED : ' . 

J. E . TAYLOR I 

Attorney Genern2 

CDB:lrt 

Respectfully submitted, 

.. 

d. B ~ BURNS , JR. 
As s i stant· At t orney crene ral. 

• 

- 3-

·~ · ... : .. ~-~: . 
. · :..::;,; . 

. . 

'. •;.' . 

\' · .. :'. 

• • • 1 •.•••. 

. . ~ 

. ·, . : ._i: \. 

', . • .. • 
, 'j . 

. . / .. ; .:~ 
·• ··. 

· ' ·, .. 


