
GAS;BLINO D~ICF~ - lho baa right to oney ln nelzcd s lot machi nes? 
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Hon . ·~ alt.or o • . t ill oll , 
r osecut lnc Attorney o~ •Jnr'on Counr.y , 

, nn1bul , H!nsour1 . 

ocr Sir: 

A roqtast ror n op n1on hoo been rccoi• ~ •roa 
ou urh r do to or oce-.bor lP • H155 , !luch re unnt bcS n In 

tllo !"ollow1n terms: 

"l contly two :-c ber n nr ho H:an!lHlttl ol1ce 
ro:co so1 ~ c1 d c:.:onrtsootott t.~ a lot. chl n a 
hl oh th y rnunc· lt.l: in tho corpor to 1 1 t or 

tb1 city . A co pl lnt a t1led ln th Clty court 
nnct 'l.h o ~ 1 r or th eot.obl bment her U e e no ­
chinos ero tu on r.oo not in c ourt . but o r ~ r nont-
ed lJy o~un ol . A pl or sullt:; r1s o!lt r d nt1 o 
!'ine 1mpoeed . 

a r . l'Or. , our loc 1 th1or or I olioo . ( ·1 c1 c 
t tnt in t-. 111 opinion thcr i o nppf'O i~·ult,clr uovcnty 
or o1ftht:t' 'olloro 1n i. no two nc,lin n . f oour o 
t'oro 1v no quont..ioa oe to' r . o• • a u tor 1.ty act­
ins CD C.h' t' ;Jf 0 i CO i n C\cetroy1 ng both of .. hoGO 
cch1r.o • but t!o que ion orl ns n tot on no • 

Coun 1 repr tc'1t''l{; the ofo'lllnnt ho t11l'on •h 
pos1tlon h~t 1.1o cl1o·1t iu cmtltlod to th«. r.ey 
tolten rro t ·o 1lloacl i! v.tr. :. , nne th Ol>lnlon 
hoe cleo hnon x;>ro . • , c1 th t t! c 1or of ollco 1o 
not t 1th1n • 1a rieh r: in rnturn1nc tblo non y to tho 
perr.on ho u 1 ttod CN'ltn· hip or tho cppl1 nc n . 

h quoet1on 'nvolYod -B: 

.h ' r< 1 .poe 1t.1on t.oul~ b 
o tho t1 n t nooh1non 

nada or th1 
r doctroy <!' 

onr.y 

nnnnlbal , 6R you ow , .tc n C!t.y op r etina 
under poe 1 c~usrt r ond I nm ot ble to t nd 
onyth lne c hor 1!1 the chortor or tho or 1 mmcee 

D 



t~on . ol or a • . tl l l~oll, 
r aecu t. l nn t ornoy ot •mrlon c. ount~, 
Jonu~ry ~. , 19~~ . 

- r.-

"pr o• d 1 ns ror ~uch oond.1 t lon . 

In o u ch us t.,hl'oc HH:h1nca aro b~1 '1C hold und 
tho • c t e r C(,nnot bo ult1 'Ct.oly d i upo cd of unt.11 r . 
3) no TCH'1G1Yno y our op1n'on , I troulf uJ,nroo1tltc hcvlnt: 
y ·.:· r,u •t-;e ! tio ne ut. your e ur} iao t. pot~r:J!ble cotwtm.ie:u:c . '" 

On Out.ob ar ?S , l' ~4 . we in ue<l en op1a1on tn lloll . 
Harbert ~· . Hruden , • r oacc u lng .:: tc 07 or " 1 \· lns nton .ounty, 
Chll.11 eotl e, tHcnouJ·1 . wh1ch tn our op1n1on nn or" tho qucn­
t1on ro ao<'\ 1n your l e tter. nht t. ophslon aoolt • 1th t' c pro or 
~l ap'"' P 1 t i on or monoy 1 sel znd slo• m.ch ln.co t"hore no olol r: s 

ude by any pc:reon to tlle ownor t.ip tl' r o f , but 1n nuct o .., lnlon 
c nnoly~ d t he fj toto ot t1~e title t,o money in lot chines anrt 

ruled t.h t t he ownflr ot th1a noy, ho 1o the owner o!' t l! 
l ot no 11ne ·or hl osa1gnoo , would hnvo o p retiont r sJlt (o& 

~oon o lt ca ccldod that t~ ia no ~nn not to bo u~eG in o 
or l ninAl pr occcd1nr n Yide ncc nne\ t~,, juu l:sd o ort1or ed 
under POtion 3' 81) ~o clnl~ cuoh onoy n~ hn~e 1t Oollvcred 
O YOJ" to hl • •• Unt1or thn t () ta t.tJted in J OUl' l &tter 0 weer­
at nd tt1nt tho cr 1ainal !>roaecutlon h c harm cloaod~ on6 t l. t 
t he m"ney 111 no l oner be noedod un cv i donco . ~ o enoloao n 
copy or nur Of/1n1on to ·r . Bred n of (lo l.ober r.:; , lS:~ . 

In cono l uat on , it io our o p i nion t.h t monGy in o clo t 
~aoh trw e lr d un 0 t•Pnl~ling device undor n. ! • l l tt&OUri , 19V9 1 

oct\(Jn ~78~ , houl(~ be returned, .hen tho no<tofut1 t y of' rotu1n-
1ns ~o"s~: ton t hflreot' t or uao en criminal ovl o :oe no longer 
ex1stc , b~ t. hc o.c'f'Loo1' hu-.1nc pe>~uof·n1on o f it , to th o r or 
!3UOh ch i ne or tho :p r~on tho , l)y contrnct w1 tl the o ·ter, 1a 
ont1 t lod to the 011i n .o 1·1 nuon ranch1n 1 . 

Ver y t ruly yourn , 

~J) lU R. tli"' R 
A o1ot nt Attornoy- G n rol 
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