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MISSOURI .\.T> L.O:TJC C0!1.2SSION : Sec . 12999, R. S . 192~ in using wor ds 
"gross receipts" means r ece i pts f r om all source s i~ connE:::c ti. ... n with 
any boxing, sparring or wrest1in~ exhibition . 

Apr i l 9, 1935. 

/. thleti c Commissi on of t:i s souri, 
3132 Troost venue , 
.r.(ansa s City , t.is souri . 

Gentlemen: 
Attention: r . Garrett L. srnallez 

This department i s in receipt of your r enuest f or 
an opinion as t o t he f ollowing state of facts : 

"We are wr iting you for a 
wri tten opinion 1n r e ga rd to 
the ~oney we ar e collecting 
from concessions being operated 
in the ma j ority of wrostling and 
boxi ng shows throughout t he s tate 
ot l!issou.ri . 

~e lave s uccessfully collected 
t his f ee ever since the Commiss ion 
wa s organized in 1927, with one 
exception, and t hat is i n one of 
t he auditoriums in St . Louis . 
In Section 2 of t he laws ~overning 
boxing and wr estling, it states 
that, 

' The Commission is to 
collect fi ve per cent of 
the gross receipts of 
every boxing , sparr ing or 
wrestling exhibition held , 
such funds to be a ccounted 
for by the said ' t t letic 
Commiss ion or t h e State of 
1:1ssour1 .' 

?hat we want t o know is, het her the 
word 'gross' is to be cons~rued to 
cover all • "oneys t aken in from ever y
t hing connected with t be show or 
simpl y from t he date . • * * · " 
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Section 1 2 999, R. 3 . Ho . 1929 provides i n part a s 
follows : 

"* · * Third, t o colle ct 
fees fo r such license of t en 
dolla r s ( 10 . 00) f or every 
license i s s ued, a nd t o collect 
five per cent . of tho gross . 
r eceipts ot every boxing, sparring 
or wrestli ng exhibiti on held, such 
funds to be accounted for by the 
sa id a thletic commi s sion of the 
St ate of issouri, and deposi ted 
monthly in t he s tate treasur y , 
and by t he s tate treasurer set 
apart int o a f und to be known a s 
t t e a t ,. l etic cocai s s ion tund . " 

St a tutes a nd ordi nances i mposing licens e s and busi ness 
t a xes are generally to be con~truod l i ber all y i n f a vor of t he 
citizens and strictly agai ns t t he ~ovornment. "The rule, however, 
does not compel an adherence t o t he 1er o letter of t he l aw or 
to strict gr ammatical construction so a s t o defeat the plain 

. l egislative intent. " Porter v. Stat e , 58 Al a . 66 . 

rule, 
Volume 3? Corp~s Juris, page 249 s tates the general 

"Liability for a license f ee 
or t a x, a nd t he nat ure and ex
tent of s uch liabi lity, de~end 
upon the terms o f the statute 
or or dinance by which tho f ee 
or tax i s i mposed . " 

By the plai n ter ns of t he sta t ute, tre Commission i s to 
col lect ~ or t he gr oss r eceipt s or ever y boxing , s p1rri ng or 
wrestling exhibit ion. No t h ing is sa id in t he s tatut e limiting 
t he so ur ce from wh ich S '"~ i d gross r eceipts should be estimated. 
The r eceipts obta ined from concessions, etc. a r e col l ected by 
reason of their be ing connected with t he boxing, spar r i ng or 
wrestl ing exhibition in con junction with which t hey are estab
lished. 

COl CLuSI UN 

In view of t he foregoing , it is t he opi nion of this 
dep artment t hat it wa s t he intention of t he Legisl atur e t hat the 
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wor ds "gross receip ts", as used in s ect ion 12999 , R. S. r o . 
1929 should be t aKen t o include t h e r ecei pts from all 
sources obtained in counection or in conjunction with any 
boxi ng , spa rring or wr~stl ing exhibit i on . 

APPROVED: 

ROY ~c G'l,.l'HIC.r , 
Attorney General 

Respectfully submitted, 

J Ol ~· w • n ')F~1Al! , Jr . , 
~ssistant ~ ttorney General 


