
NURSES : Not unl awful for one person to repr e s ent t o t h e 
public that another per son is a regist ered or 
gr adua t e nurse . 

July 15 , 1943 

Lliss Unr y E. Stebbins , u. N. 
Executive Socr•t..tfli'y , 
MiJsouri Stnto Nurses • Associqtion, 
1512 Wo.l dhei m Bui l ding, 
!Co. 1sns Ci t y , Ui os o~.u- 1 

Dear ! adam: 

This will ncknowlcd~e receipt of your latter of July 
8th, p.t· esontine for our op1n~ on the fol l o.,lng qllOst"lon : 

"Is 1t unlnr1.1'ul unuor Sect.:.on 10031, R. s . 
llo . 1939 , £or n pors 'n to knowi"l ly employ 
a <~ put on d ~ty aa a ,...e'- • st<.,rcd nurse per 
sons registered in o~.cr states, but wllo 
arc not rogis terod in ttissot.~. ri ? " 

Sec tion 10031 above referred to providea na fo1loVls : 

"It shall be unl awful for any person not 
l e&nlly l icensed ns s~ch to tnko , use or 
exl1b1t tt.c t;tlc of ' reg1stel•ed nurse ' or 
' grndunte nurso ' or tto abbreviation t er e
of f.IS sot foz·th i n Section 10036 of' thi s 
chnptor and 1t shal l be unlawful for any 
per son nvt so legally lic ensed to hold htm
self or r erse1f out as or represon.t t ... dlt he 
or she is n registered nurao or gr adu to 
nurse unless duly 1-'oet. sed as such under 
t,e provisions oft ... is chapter, and any 
poraon ... ho sl1all violate t!.o provis lons of 
this soction or n •y proh:Jbit:on contained 
in tl1is chnptor sl a.ll be .. ·uil ty of a mi s 
dcmoo.nor o.Tl.C\ upon corvict1on shall be pun
iahf d bJ l' fine of not leas t ho.n fifty dol
l nrs ( 50. 00 ) nor more traL fivo hundred 
dollnrs ( 500. 00 ) for eacl. offon'so ; ·::. * ·:~ " 

Analysis of t l..is sec tion shows tt at 1 t .ls directed at a 
person not 1, eo ~ad ns a nurs e hol e i ng hin self t.ulcl l erself out 
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as su ch . ~~at f act is to be gleaned fr om that portion of t h e 
s tat<tc mn.k1n,o it "·!!- ;:. unl a 1fil.l for any rcr s on not s o l eg a l ly 
11ce.1sed to hol e h1rnsel f or '1erself out as or represen t tho.t 
he or she is o. regi stered nurse or grad~ate nurse * *"• This 
l o.w c learly restr i cts tn~ crime ~ere d~fined to the unlicen s ed 
i ndividual ana doo s not } t'ke it a rillsdemoanor f or some other 
p erson t o hol d out t hat an unlicer s ed individual is a reg is
t ered nurse . 

An examination of Chapter 61, R. s . i!o . 1939, r elnting 
to the l i c or;sing and registrat ion of nurses does not d :lscl ose 
a s in...,le provision which \1111 r each or ma.ko unlaT;ful t ho type 
of activity prosel.tcd in J Ou:r opinion request . 

C'Jl~CL JSI ON 

I t t hez·ofol'e is our opi nion that Sec tion 10031, R. S . 1c o . 
1939, doos not _alto 1 t unla\7f ul f or an individual to hol d out or 
represent t r.tc t another p(;rson is a registered or ~raduute nurse . 

APPHOVLD : 

ROY J4c KI'! HICK 
Attorney General 

LLB:jn 

Respectfully submitted, 

LA.,R!.. :CE L . PI J\Lt .... Y 
Ass is t ant Attorney Gonez·a.l 


