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Power to transfer venereal disease patients 
for quarantine in hospital in the State 
of I.,i s so uri • 

I ono. ·c.: ble ~Tn ! v· it' \'< .J..•t ' 
~ t, f't:l ].. tl~ Or'~ j s . 01'11"1' 

. tnt~ o·~rq ,f .:An] th 
J nf 4'o:r!'or it: 1 ·.., s0 r•"i 

1 ear . 1 r : 

-~ ~ r~~ 1: a c'Y-'1cYtl ed a ,~c·~.:v: ., ~rod.r r equ~st for· an 
opin1 em uPder -:I n tc of nrch l a 1 1.~ J;. 0 1 ,. : c"~-1 l"N\d~ : 

" ther f' ·T ~~ he J n~ c 1'1 t;~r:1pla t od a t • '" l s 
t1 r.ll" tnc e.1t~blishr.!ent rf o. 1 ~ r ~ ~-,..,_ 

l a. tlcn \)npj tnl for ..:nf'c-et: .1u~ veno t. l 
c'l1 .. o•:a~cf "in 1zsc ·r· by t. o -.... itcd ..• ~ •.o!} 
... 1.1~"-1: c :· c~ J tr. r 1 v ;._ c e . 

" r \"!0 ll"' lL<J to 1o.ve an O:J1"1'on fl' m 
your nffico on t~d follnwtn£ qvA~t·on: 

' ' 00s t;.l, .... . . c <1~ rd 
the : ... we·, to t, .... ansfnr 

t · ~'its Pcros~ coun 

nf oe l.&.;h havo 
vent z•eal di ~lf' s~ 

• ord(n· f-:.r ciu•u·-
.,t~ "'C : "1 o. '':' ' rrnJ , r •'·" • n qu ·~l''1'1 t · no 

r~s ' t'll?" 

L'l"e::·~ nr~ s .-:;. tu ~ ... r· r v i !l ion n')VI for· t . ~~ n t'· co111· t. 
to nond ind:.. on t .i.n '1 r'1o •' •r:;nnr. 1.;'1 hor:pj \:Pls .:.n c Hl• 1.i J:J ~.t:hcr 
hnn that ir: •:uct. t 1-c ·.,z me fr- 10n!J rAs'cle , 11 ()n n~ttco ',o 

tht; ...10v :::en -.. o he conf'i.,wr! 1 1 r·iu._ bAt' u 11 t:o ~:· t ''l' Jur:' , 
lf desi red . ( ~eo ;~Gth•,1"-' ''~;~B- 3 ~~ , · tcht&lvo , .~-
so r i 1:-Z~J . ) 

Lndc!:• oc t.!.cm .1'/~b~ , m_ () .-71, ~svw of · i 1~ ur~ 1'3 111 , 
t '-.. ~ ... .o1:r to .. ·c 3 r •· :.eD 1 ~1-;. . .. .. c ~~·d to co tfl l~r wi t h ~·ho J: r c·-
vls .i.ons of nn'J uct, of '"":>t1ErAns f o l' (ti!:ltr·ihu t :icm CJf f undu of 
~ ~ ~ci ~d ..... ~ "- a.~ropri .tad by 'OnBress fer he~l th f Ur
l 'O ~ !!S •.r.. C( _..Jly \;l th t D i v · L, .o 1·Ul os o:r• conJll.ions rr:adc by 
tllc •:ni •od tut.e s .u'bllc r·lth ~ cr-vice . 



Fon . Jares Stewart , · . 1 . - 2- t'arch 29 , 1943 

There is a l so s spacial fund unde· this section known as tho 
Venereal ~isease ontrol und to be drawn out of the State 
treasury on nnrrant by the executive officers of tro State 
.Joard of •leal th • 

.:>ection 9735 , .• S . ! ius ... uri 1939 , provides the duties 
of the tate bard of Health and reads: 

"It shal l be the duty of the state bo<trd of 
health to safeguard the health of the people 
in the state, COQ~ti c s , cities , vi l lages and 
towns . It shall make a study of the causes 
nnd !-N~vention of ( iseases a.nd s"~- all havo full 
power and authority to make such rule s and rc0u
la t i ons ea will prevent the entrance of infect
ious , contagious , co~un1cable or oangerous dis
eases into the state. It may send r e pr es ent atives 
to ¥ublic health co~ferences when ctee~ed advisable , 
a~d the cx;enses of such repres ontat1ves sha l l be 
pai d by th<- state as provided in thi s chaptor for 
expenses of the r ember s of ~he state board of 
hoal th . " 

Also , other duties we1•e a0ded by tho ixty-firs t General As sembl y . 
However , these arc not pe rtinen t except as shown by ·ection 9735a , 
supra . 

Section 9736 , H. v . Vi s s our i 1939 , provides the "lcnrd shall 
ucsignate diseases ~~ich ar e i~fectious , conta~1nus , cormunicable 
or dangerous in nature Anc shall make and enforce rf>culatlons and 
pro cedure s to prevent the spread ~f such diseases within the vta te . 

" 'Ihe board shall designate those di seases vhich 
are infec tious , con tagicus , coMmunicable or 
dangerous in t t eir natur e and shall make and en
f orce adequate rules , regulations end procedures 
to prevent the spread of those diseases and to 
determine the pr evalence of said diseases wi thin 
the state . " · 

. Section 9748 , il • .::> . l'issour i 1939 , t)r ovides a ll rules and 
r egul ations au t horized by the ~t~te ~~ard of Health shall super
sede local oroinanceo , and shall be observed thnu _hout the 3tate 
and enrorced by a ll local and stnte health author ities . 



Hon . ,James . tew 1rt , • j • - 3- . Prch 29 , 1943 

nJ 1 1 :rul es O.Yl ci r·e~ ule..'lonc au t' .n· l~:E"o lnd 
vea -l~ b~r t;~!' s ·.: t,p 'P~ar·o nf 1!.-'3] th in ncc or(~

anc!! r7:i t> '· s c ' .n. ~f>l'' s, all supcr~ede .. s !o 
t h ose !T'nt.tn~~ to :J· "c'l -·ln l:'·~t"clo . ·cl · tc:::; , 
al~ J oc- 1 ord ·.nr.nc , •uJ.c~ and re~ uln t~ nu 
nr.d ~:'~-1'111 bt• oh:-cr '."~ ·.,.. ... n~h· t•t .... !~ "tt1te 
e:r.rl c •fc~< · '1· cll toea 1 Pll:- 3 tate heal th 
Au ''!.:rir;" ... th"nt: ·lc~o · t s-:.Hll l l" nit the 
T'~ • • ht I' 1 >J"'l 2ut'!-oc:r ' ti~·.s to · akc . uch ~·u:::·-
iler .... _:·., UCC!> 1 r•1lCS ~ .• ~;:.l l ,1t10rl!3 :10 t 

inco~'1is .~r.t · t 1
• t"lc rul~s "'nd r( ul' til)n n 

p:r·csc::• i. bed t,-.· · 3 ta "o .oar- i ..:>f h "C.l th 
vri"i cl~ !":.'3-j' r e ncccd'"'A:::''Y ror th<. ..,rrt:!.c'..llP::-
loc~.l:t-y 1. ... ' tvt- j ur .:3t':ctiun of :n~ch heal 
aut!-H r ' ti· · . " 

~r. ~ ... l-..u.1e .}9 , "' . • , .ac tlcu 1 ' 0 , ,a.r..e 112 , ~:e .find tho fo l 
l owir ~as t o te. rrlLri nl ..1 u:l:::;J.:.ctinr. o.: ~.J~~nc ofi'ic·~rs . 

Also , in J0lu~e o9 , ~ . Lo , cct:un 3w , p~ 0 107, ~cint~ out rrt 
1 t i•1 wel l t's~~~l.i.shed .. all :r·c ·.:la tlo.1s ~-JI'om~l<. • tc tiu ..st corn-
ply ;•i th t n.e man.Y!cr r.=r sc-:: i.becl D~; ~ta tute to fJ. ' l VC vht Ior ee ~ nd 
c f f ,.ct of' lu..-: . 

fn ·x ;a~~~ ·u~d 1 ~1 - · • 1 ~v , 
co~r t ~~1 s th~~ t t · - ~1cnrl- !~ -~ 
t o • e £ u l :: tc ·~n~ cr~ven t th. ~ prcnd r·f 

t ..:o r, . 218, 1 . c . 233 , tho 
he 1 ol· cr. power f"lf +1 e . tnte 

.::o "1tnci~t:w ·Hs ~nses . 

t l .1- .:m ~ ~nne t.cd !\JJ' t h o purpo!Jo of 
ree;u l nttn_: c. -:- ..... ... -·.:int; rc~t .. i.cL:u!1S ·tr~untl 
a t ran, e , cullJ.n , r ~cc:l~at·on , 1-., t:.~ ·.1'1-

t r o::: t~ :>f ~, 10 .1 1 '!. c hs:-11 t'• '1.:! ~ n·n:a. , tl r c 
e:vo::.·T.':'!1~rc u.~. held ~ ."tr: su~ :;u nod . ..1lCh 1. y;s 
o r e wi thL'l the pol 1 ce pm'i"!l' of the ta 'Jo , 
and arc U:!i v ernally ~.:.:~:t3:_~cd ti!13l'G em • ': '}d 
.i..n L·le _;_nte "ect~ ct' . h e l-U'uli c v.clu:n e . .. ::· ., 

J.lle r efo1·c , : t is the opinion of t ... : s Lepartrcnt t h£ t rn v i ew 

' 



JTon . Jnmes ... tewsrt ' r . i • - 4 - l'nrch ?9 , 1943 

of tho foregoing statutory LJ.rovision mo.ld.ng it t 10 nuty of th o 
.::> t to f -o ~ rd of ""· eal th to safe f-uar d 1-~o 'b eal t h of the peoplo o.ll 
ovar thi s S tate nnd to make and enforce ~dcquate r u les and r cru
lations and .~oco ure to .. rev t'lnt ti-.e spread cf such -Infec tious , 
co tnunicabl e or dan;;e~ous di seas es , and :n a c·di tlon to thf' above , 
v.i th t'1e 1.olico power vos toc in tho ..,tate of iss rouri t h r ough 
t h e ->tate Boar d of lieal th , unque stionabl y the oard may prol""u l 
t ate re._,u l a t l ons r~quirinc the transfer of such venereal d1 soP s ed 
patients as i t consider~ nece s sar y f or the .. -rotoction cf the 
publ i c to such quar antine quarters in n hospital within the )tate 
of isscu r i . 

h espec t f u l l y submit t ed 

lHJP.'~-o;y ~ . ~i.A~""}' ' ~T~ . 

Assi a tn.nt fl. ttorno •'Pneral 

A l' .1 F< ;,t r~r : 

HVY c l 1 '1 " C 
Attorney ·-one ·al of . i ssor r i 


