
BOARD OF HE.AL'l'li : 
TOURIST CAlPS : 

Es~ablishment consisting of two 
or more cabins and quarter ing 
permanent ~uests subject to re
gulation by State Board of Health . 

August 15 , 1942 

Hor. . J ... . s to · n t , . u. 
::.:tate. lh -'o.~.Lrsil 
.Ter'fe:::-:J,) vi.t~~ , . i ·:-- uri 

Dear ...... il' : 

.. e 1 .... v for s.r ... r 
of .... u ust 7 , l £{~ , \.+ 'lch is 

ur ) i t n r ~uest 
s follm ... : 

" ':'!c t L -... r' 
n • to • ,. c +;l 

e .l.tl is · .to· t -
1 · ~ ,') • t · s ~tat 0 

r v 1 ~ i · t0 r i ~ t 
,, s cci L 

c ., ~ t. ....... ~ rt• .• 
{ . s 1 -

in X~Ited i r 
r ... 

... 'lj~ 

,.:.v:r~· i"' t rr r·./ •u J.. t rs . 

"In . OV :T'L'l i•;t lC · ~ ' V-. C C JUn-
tcr•d 1 ·:vie t~lc 0 'uv ~s.c '1 
nc .r 1· i · u ... •r t ,., nr ore one ro 
b lC ' n•r ~0r r 1t{l · r~os~s . fl cse 
r·1lll 1 1 ·s 1 e r rvf: r ., c ntr 1 f c:ll 
ities ad • '1 ~u~.rd • ; ear ncp~· 
c 'Jf"t.itJt~ t·uri.c.t o,., . ...owev , 
no adv .. t.:.~i :n ost 1 rc t 
a1 n · e .._ y + • • ·ee . .....r r ont • 

""" c · .ion .rt ic lf' G, ~..r : ~ t 1 5P , 
Fi.cYi~ea t· ut .s of issC' ri , H'' r- , 
r ~~;.de 1 "1 • ! t ·u· folJ u-.s : 

' ~te vtate Louro nf .~al~h i s 
e ~m· 1.'e r.-" i"' ir hel·-t-: '"'l/e 
their ~P t~rJu ~ t ir cc u-

Fl LE 0 

f'S 
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ties to have ins --·ectod., at least 
annualZ and ns often as shall be 
nea~ssar~ , for the proper regu
lation and s~~itction tbereof , 
~ tou1 i st aanns, cubins ££ ~
sorts ,g£. v hatever .:.:~ ~' 
~' ·w.intained, Q.!: ~avertised 
or hel d out to t!-'e '1Ubli a to be 
a : l ace where sleeEi ng aaco~~
G.ations ~ furnis ted !2£. f-'17 !2, 
tr~sient ~ Dorman~nt ~uests i n 
wrich t\·ro or ·.ore a~ l'ins, whe
ther in-Qonbi~on or uncer se
parate roofs , are furn:shcu for 
the acc~·Ftnod:>.ti ')n of ~uests . 
For t'1is "lurpose t}1e S'" id in
S')ectors shal l have the right of 
entry a.nd e.ccess theret o at any 
roasonabl e.time . ' 

"~lo believe the underlined t>ortion of 
the above ouotntion clearly- indicates 
thr>se establishments to co :e under. the 
juri sdiction of our resort laws . Our 
jurisciction over thPse establ ishments 
has , however , been ques~ioned. 

"It is therefore , requested that you 
advise me whether or not an establish
ment consistinf" of two or more ccbins 
and catering to pern.anent guests , but 
which .naintain no direct advertising , 
come within the. juri sdiction of Sec
tivn 9955, ~i.Xticle 6 , Cho.pter 58 , .t.e
vised bt~tutes of 1 issouri , 1939 . " 

Construinc 5ection 9955, article u, CLapter 
~8 , L(evised Statutes of : .issot r i, 1939 , as set out 
in tile r equest , wo r0fer ~ou in the first instance 
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to an opi ni on of t h i s of r i oe written Dece~ber 17, 
1941, by P'on . Lawrence L. Br adl ey , Assistant \t
torney General, i n which t hi s offi ce set out t he 
f ollowing i nter retat i on end construction of the 
St atute a f oresaid : 

" * * * * * The l aw r el ati ng to tour
i st camps or resor t o contem~late s that 
it i s a l a ce w~ere uore t han one r oom 
(ca bin) is f urni sh<..d !'or the acco-:n:lo
da.t i on of GUests no t in a sin~lc build
i ng or ntruvt ure . The one compl ement s 
the other, so that all })l aces f urnish
ins mor e than one roo~ (exce ryt where 
t he nu~ber i s l ess t han t en and ar e in 
one huildinr; or str ucture ) for tho o.c
con.J.(.)Uut ion of (;Uests a re s ub ject to 
r egulat ion . )I( ..( * * * " 

The l c,.1 is ·o;ell sett led :tn this state that 
wher e a s tat ut e is pl ain and unambiguous it i s 
cnly necessary to take +h~ obvious i ntent of' t he 
Legisla ture and a ct i n accordance ther ewi th . I n 
State v. Kel l er , renorted i n 1~7 s • . 1. ·~ d gag, 1 . 
c . 990 , t he Court said: 

" *' *- * * : I n conotrui ng t hi s s tatute 
t he following well o~tabli~hed rule 
should be kent in ~ind: fhere the l an
guage of a statute is ~lain and unam
biguous nothing co_t rary to t h e evi dent 
i ntent c~n be inplicd . St ate ex rcl . 
J~cobs~eyer v . Thatcher , 338 Uo . 622 , 
92 o..~ . ·;; . 2d 540 . A s tatute shoul d be 
so construed ao t o gi ve eff ect t o the 
l erial a t ivc i ntent . St a t e ex r el. 
Wabash H. Co . v . &hai n , 341 l!o . 19 , 106 
~ . 1 . 2d 090. A s tatute that is clear 
i n its t erms and l eaves no r oom f or 
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construction ~uat enrorcod a s \7.ritten . 
Dahlin v . Missouri Co"'l!nission f or blind , 
Lo . App ., Go2 ...., . '' • 4 !0 . '~- ~ ~ * * " 

In t he case of Fichtner v . l~hr, re0orted 
in 15 ~ . 11 . 2d 7J 9 l . c . 741, the Court said as 
follows : 

" * * *- * * We are bound to asc rtain 
and give effect to the i ntention of 
t he Legislature QS expressed i n t he 
statute , and , where the languae:e us;d 
is pl a in, it must ~e gi ven effect by 
the courts . * * • ~ " 

I n the case of C~runlns v . aunsas City ~ub
lic Service Jo . 66 b . \, . 2d 921 1. c . 925 , the 
court sc.id .... s follO\IS: 

" * * ,. .; * The primary rulo of con
~truction of statutes i a to ascertain 
the lav;nakers' intent , from the \"ords 
used if ~ossible; und t o ~ut uoon the 
language of t he Legislature , honestly 
e·c faithfully, i ts )lain and r a t ional 
m a ning and to nromoto its ob ject , and 
' the manifest r ·rpose of the s tatuto , 
considered historicall y ', is properly 
giver consideration. See Grier and 
UeyeiiLC Cases; 2 Lewis , Sut herland 
on St& . Const . (2d ~a . ) section 303 ; 
~ndlich on Inter~retation of btatutos , 
section 329 ; and ~ D~ell on 5tatutes 
(5 th .... c. . ) 425 . "" "" '!': 1f 
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It. is , therefore , t'.e <'0TJ.cl·-:.~i 1 of t"'is 
office that .tna.mm:;.cl-1 as tho nl .. ces ou. rnontioned 
have tvro or .,ore one-room bulld.:. .. 1-s for rentul 
pur po s es 1 JC ~t";)c o·, ';he hi hway. they '"':"'o tou ist 
cc.rn.ps O!' recorts an contemplated hy t' u St r-.tntos . 
The t eet t~~~ they huvc no pontcd advertlsin~ 
does not have any ·bearinQ' "'l.hutsoeYer an tho Stut
ute sayr: ~' 11Sed . :naintnined ~ n ~vert:i.so~; 
hence the:r ara subject to reculatJ0n and ins"">ec
tion by the State Board of Healt h . 

u. hCY &.:.D : 

?.OY l" oKI'ri'HI c;,. 
.Attornc~r-Gener il 

nmmec ;;rull ~ .. sub 'l • tted, 

J >P.N s . 1 IT I s 
1 ssistant A ... ttJrnay- Gcneral 


