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Stat e Board of Health may i nsure mon ey against 
hazard of thef t a nd robber y . 

J anuary 21 , 1942 

..;r . J u..tes )tu' u.::.. t 
Jt .... tE- ~-c ...... l th J o. , .. issioner 
Jc ... 'ferson Jity , : issouri 

1ie ur J ir : 

'l1his ...:.e1x....rt~;eut i D in ::ouvi ··t o.L· yow.' re .._~.c. est 
for an opinion LL."l.uor uL..tt. of Junuary 1~ , 1942 , \drl ch 
rot dB us follows : 

urrho Jt tt.; lua .• : d. oi' ~:cal th IlCl'e1y re
Cf.LO sts u!l O.~:>inior ... ao to Hllet.h.O.L' 1 t ht...s 
t he ~ut:10ri ty to 1;c..y uu insurance 
preuiU4 ... ·or t~1e inGu.cancc of Duch c a.sh 
as ic collccteu by t _tc Jou..J . .'d oi Ilc\J.l th 
il. feet> .frov. its v ariouo departments , 
such t...S Vitul vt&tisticJ , 2ood en~ J~us , 
ana. cosr....etolo0 y <....:.!u l!ui rdrcs cln:.:; . 

" 'rhcsc fees t:~.l'O collcctc6. L1 c a sh or 
r.oncy order :....lJ.d t ... ·&nsi'e:rred to tho vtc:.te 
T .• :eo.cure:::- .lui. deposi t to ·their respect i ve 
funds . ~hede J.'oe s fJ..e ,uentl y WL.ount to 
sevo:..·bll thousund dollar ... f .. d .... a re t rans
ferred by Laessoueer .fron.. t.1e 01'fic cs of 
t.u.o 3t ... te J..10u.1:a o1· .dculth iu t .. 1o Jtuto 
Office Builtl in.._, to the Jt" te 1': . .- ec..surcr ' s 
of'f ice i n t he Cupitol Duildin~ , t ho lia
bi lity l'or so.fe t .• :w1s:Ler of t .~.le:Jo f'unao 
ros tlh_; wit ;. t ho Jt.ato .Boa rd o1· l£oalth . 11 

Frow. your 1•equost we uac..erstend t ho. t t ho 'Jtato I3oard 
of Heai tll hao l a r ..:;o SWJ.cl 0..1.' u oncy on llano. ut vari ou o t imes 
bel on . .:;in~ to the vta 'te \,hich is deriv ed l'rol.. t he collect ion 
ol' feeo i n t ue above uop:.t:..·tuent , t,nd you acsire to know 
whether or not you L.~.vo .._...._t,!wri ty to i nsure this n onoy against 
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theft c..nd robbery . \'Jc ulso understand that it is necessary 
f ~ r yvu to sen~ this money by ucaseUJer fro •. the offices in 
t •. e J-t~tc Office Tiuildin~ to tho office of' tho Jtate Treasurer 
ilt t he .3tato Co.pi tol Builu iDB . "e ha.ve heretofore held that 
various institutions of t he State have uuthority to insure 
thei r property u._,ainst fire .:1nd ''indstoi"'.l ....no. other ha .ards . 

In aocoru.anco \'tith the ~enorW. rule , it is usually 
helu , under statutes ~ivin~ publ ic offici a l s seneral control 
and r...anu;;ement or publ ic property , thut such officials have 
bplie<l power to cu:rry inGUrance on t ho property. Clo..rk 
Jchool Tv~ . v . liomo Ins . ~ T . Co ., 20 Ind . App . 54J , 51 U. E . 
107 ; Walker v . Linn County , 72 ? o . 650 ; French v . !.ill
ville , 66 J. • • J. L . 392 , 4 9 A. 465; Kinv v . l.Jnitea. :Jtates 

.l : . " J . Ins. Co . , 150 .ash. 626, 274 Pac . 704. 

We can see no dif.L'erence bet ween insurin.::; builuincs 
and e i,Uipm.ent of tho stt..te a~ainst t he hazardo of fire end 
uindstorm Qna lnsurinv the Jt~te ' s ~oney a~ainat the hazards 
o~· theft and robbery. \To do know tn~t those departments of 
Stat e which are ... oquir ec... to handle l art.;e sums of money do 
hav e those funds insured UGainst the hazo.r~s of theft and 
robbery, ~nd thio has bean the custou over a lou~ period of 
time . \le eu.·e not passil1b on the question of t he advisability 
of tukinw out such insurance in fuvor of t he State or t he 
neccssl ty r'or sc.Le , but ,,ill leave tllt< t (~Ue stion t o t he proper 
authoritico of the .Jta.te . 

It is , therefore , our O) lnion t hat you LJDY , in your 
discretion , lnsure the State funds mentioned ln your re ~uest 
u0 ainst theft and robbery if you deem it necessary and ex
pedient . 

~espectfully sub~tted 

(;OVZLL :t. ITI::'.':ITT 
.~~ssistant .. "tt orney General 
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