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COUNLY COURTS: The location of the city, town or village in
. COUNTY HOSPITALS: which a county hospital 1ls established under the
' - provisions of Art. 4, Chap. 126, R.S. Mo, 1939,
is designated by the county court. The exact site
-of such hospital is designated by board of trustees.

; Jecember 9, 1946
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lionorable liayne V, slanlkard
Progecuting attorney
Mewton County

Ncosho, lMissourdl

This 1is in reply to your letter of recent date, request-
ing an oi'ficial opinion of thiy department, und reading as
follows: :

"Under Sec, 10192, R. . o, 1999 1s it
nceeesgary in the petition of the r'ree-
holders and in the notice that the exact
legal description oif the proposed site be
gilven, or ig it sulficient that the gen-
eral location, such as the city, town or
village or the township, be named?"

Section 15192, article 4, Chapter 126, R. 3. Mo, 1999,
has been repealed by House Bill Mo, 756, passed by the 6srd
General Assembly, which bill is found in the June Pamphlet
of the Revised Statutes innotated, and which became effective
July 1, 1946.

Under the provisions of House Bill No. 756, the petition
by the freeholders specifying the “place" in the county where
tiie hospltsal is to be locuated is no longer regulred, The
egstablishment, construction, egqulipment, improvement, repalr-
ing and naintenence of such a hospital is now in the hands
oi the county court, znd such action in eshbablisning and msin-
taining such hospital is taken by the court in wuppointing the
trustees, who tihen buy a site and construct a hospital build-
ing, or buy @ bospital building,, and esulp the same, appoint
a superintendent, wnd welntaln the hospital penerally. 'The
vote ol the people is no longer hecessary for the establish-
ment of such hospital, but such estublishment 1s o Tunction
of the county court. The pcople vote only on « bond issue for
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construction of a county hospital, and they vote for this
bond issue only if such action 1s necessary for the raising
of money i'or such a hospital, since it is provided that the
county court mey issue bonds, and such issuance of bonds is
made only under the provisions oi House Bill No. 749, passed
by the 63rd General Assembly, on petition of one per cent

- or three hundred voters oif the county, whichever is greater.
If donations ure received by a county, under Section 15204,
Re 5. Mo 1909, which ure suflficient to conatruct and main- -
tain such a hosgpital, obviously no bond issue is necessary.

The power to uppoint the iive trustees provided for
in srticle 4, Chapter 126, R. . Ho. 1999, is fixed in the
county court. It is provided in Section 15195 of House Bill
No. 756:

"The county court shall appoint five (5)
trustees chogen {rowm the citizens at large
with reference to their fitness for such
orfice, all residents of the county, not
more than three (¥) of said trustees to

be residents or the city, town or villa:e
in which sald hospital Is to be“Toouted,
‘wio shall constitute a board of trustees
for said public hospital. = ¥ * W o
(Emphasis ours.)

Clearly, under the above provision, the county court
must designate the city, town or village where the hospital
i1s to be located, There is no provision in this article re-
garding the time when the eity, town or village is to be
designated by the county court, except that such desijnation
must be made before the trustees are gppointed, gsince it is
provided that two.of the trustees must be Irom some place
other than the city, town or village in which the hoopltal
is to be located.

It is provided in Section 15200, R. 3. iio. 1939

"The jurisdiction 01 the city, town or
village in or near walch such public hos-
pital is “located shall extend over all lands
used for hoopltal purposes outside the cor-
porate limits if so located, * * ¥ o
(Zmphasis ours,) '

Section 15195 of House Bill No. 756 is gspeciflic in re-~
quiring that the hospital shall be located in a city, town or
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village, The location is rixed by the county court, and the
location must be fixed in such city, town or villagze as such
city, town or village exlsts when the selection 1s made by
the county court. ‘e see no authority in any statute for the
designation of a location outside oif a city, town or village.
The provision in Section 15200, . o. Mo. 1939, that the
city, town or village "necar which such public hospital is lo-
cated" should have Jurisdiction over all lands used for hos-
pital purposes, is no authority whatsoever for the designa-
tion by the county court of a locatlon outside a city, town
or villabe.

It is clear thut article 4, Chapter 126, X, 3. Mo, 1939,
provides thut the oounty court shall desig nate the city, town
or village in which the hospital is to be locuted, and that
the board of trustees shall select the speciriic site of the
hospital in such ecity, town or village.

CONC LUSION

It is the conclusion of this department that the vote of
the people is not necessary ior the establishument of a county
hospitul under the provislons of asrticle 4, Chapter 126, R. .
los 1959, but such vote isg necegsary only rfor the voting of
bonds for such hospital if it is necessary to raise the money
by bond issue. The county court designates the city, town or
village ip which the county hospital 1s to be located, and
su¢h designation must be made before the trustees are appointed.
The board of trustees selects the gpecific site of the hospital
i the city, town or villaye desigznated by the county court.

Resgpectfully subnitted,

. (J. .B BU.L'.\I.\‘IJ, Jl‘.
APPROVED: , Agsistunt sttorney General

J. &, T..YLOR
Attorney General
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