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APPROPRIATIONS: Persons who care tor graves must turnish 

receipts tor expense ite~ over $1.00. 

Hon . Forrest Smith 
St at e Auditor 
lefters on City, Missouri 

uear S ir: 

May 4 , 1938 

f\ LED 

g~ \ 
This department is i n r eceipt of your reques t fo r 

an opinion which reads as follows: 

nse ction 69, p . 126 Laws of Mo . 1937 
provid~s tor an appropriation ot 

5 '000 to be spent i n the n care or 
monument in Fr ance and care ot burial 
pl aces in Europe . • 

.-· .. e have a copy of an opinion ren­
dered by your office holdiD8 tha t the 
Governor has power to appoint three 
persons to carry out the provisions 
ot ~e o. 6g . 

"I would like to have a written opinion 
trom your ottioe as to whether t he ex­
penditure of thi s money under Sec . 69 
f alls within Chapter 72 of Revised 
>.;> tatutes ot M:> . under Sec. 11405 , whioh 
section provides tha t all sums in ex­
cess or ~1.00 must be supported by re­
ceipts or supporting dat a tha t the money 
hus been paid out by t he per s on cla i ming 
r eimbursement. " 

This depart ment, i n an opinion rendered to the 
Honorable Lloyd C. St ar k on April 6, 1938, held that the 
tra Te1ing expenses of persons chosen by the Governor to care 
f or monuments end burial pl aces f or Missouri's dead 1n 
Fra nce could be paid out of money appropria ted by Section 69, 
page 126, Laws ot Missouri, 1937. 
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Section ll-i<>5 , .s . l41saouri, 1929, prortdea regu­
l ations tor expense aocoun~a ot peraooa traveling on buaineaa 
tor the state, a nd proTides in part a a follows: 

"If a ny item ot expellSe exceeds one 
dolle.l" ( ~1.00), it shall be supported 
by a sub-voucher or receipt signad by 
the person to whom payment was made 
by the ofticial,employe or pe rson 
travelins a t the public expense aa 
herein pro·vided and such s ub-vouoller 
or receipt shall show in det ail the 
information required by this section. 
Also the pl a ce and date ." 

It wUl be noted that the above statute provides 
that any "person t r aveling a t the public expenae" must have 
a signed recei pt i f' a D7 itea ot expeue exceed• one dollar 
( l.OO), such r e ceipt to be signed by ~· person to whoa 
P8.7.men t ia made. 

'1'h8 language ot the statute ia plaiD and uMJDbiguoua, 
and in such a ce.ae t "there is .no occasion tor cons'truotton". 
159 C.J. 95$; Cumm1na v. Kansas City Public Ser'd.ce CompaQ"• 
66 s . "h . 2nd 920. -

A8 was said in St a te ex rel. Cobb V• Tbompaon. 5 
s .w. !Y. 57; 319 Mo . 492, "oourta are not permitted to search 
tor .maninp beJond the statute where the l anguage is unaa• 
biguoua". 

Since the meaning ot Section 11405, supra • ia plain 
and the persons who are to care tor the monuments and graws 
in France clearly co• within its purview, such persona must 
meet the requirements of said statute. 

CONCLUSI ON 

It is , therefore, the opinio~ ot this departmlnt 
that those per sops who are to care for the monuoanta · an4 
graves in France, under the provisions ot Section 69, page 
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26, Laws ot l41.ssour1, 193'1, must obtain aigDBd reoei{)t& 
tor eTery 1tea or expense which exoeeda o• dollar (i l.OO) 
in oom.plianoe d th Seotion 114:05, R. s . l!iasouri, 1~29. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OLLIVER r. • NOLEN 
~sistant Attorney General 

APPROVED By: 

;I.E . TAUOR 
(Acting) Attorney General 

AO ' K:VAL 


