
COUNTY TREASURER AND COURT 
REPORTERS : Court reporter and not county treasurer 

preserves official notes of court reporter • 

.• a.rch 5 , 194.3 
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,,,r . 1~rthur ~ingleton 
'l•reasurer of !.JOuglas County 
Ava , iSSO'lr i 

F l LE 0 

/2 
Dear ~ir: 

Your request for an official opinion, dated uarch 
2 , 1943 , i n rGf~rence to th~ custody of tn~ records of 
the official court re~vrter of your ui s t r i ct , has been 
r e ce ived . 

Your main q~...estion is v·hether or ndt you , as county 
treasurer , shou l d preserve all of t Le of ficia l note s taken 
in tL.e circuit court by the court r eporter for future u se 
or ref~rer ce , and whether or rot such officia l notes should 
be r e t ained by you in your vault . 

vectior 13798 It . s . .... isso..l!' i, 1 939 , r eads as follows : 

"'lhe county t r eas..1r e r sho.ll keo'9 !~is 
of~ice at tLe co~nty seat of ~.e county 
for which he wa s elected , and shall at
tend t l.e same dur inG the usual business 
hours . The county court shall pr ovide 
said county treasurer with ~..litable 
rooms , and a s e cure vault i n the court 
house or other bu ilding o ccupied by 
other county off icers , and the county 
treas~rer shall keep his office and r ec
ords in such rooms and vault provided 
by the county court . he shall r e ceive 
all moPeys payable :~to t he county treas
ury, and di sbur s(; the same on \Varrants 
drawn by or der of tl e county court . " 
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Under the above section it is the duty of the county 
treasure r to kee p his off ice at t he county seat , and it is 
the duty of t he c~unty court to provide said county treas
urer with su itabl~ r ooms a nd a secu re vault f or t he purpose 
of keeping hi s recor ds . e f'ind no pr ovision which provides 
t hat t he co unty treasurer shall keep the of ficial notes of 
t he court r eporter of t he circul t court . 

Sect ion 13340 R. ~ . Missouri, 1939 , reads as fo l l ows: 

" I t shall be t he dut y of t he official 
court reporter so appointed to a ttend 
t he sessio~ s of t he court, under the 
dire ctlon of the judbe t her eof ; to t ake 
ful l ·stenograpl.~ic r otes of the oral evi
dence offer ed in every cause t r ied in 
said court , t ogether with all objections 
to the admissibility of t estimony, the 
r u lings of the court there ~n , and all 
exc eptions taken t o such ruling s; to 
pre serve all official notes taken in 
said court f or future u se or r eference; 
and to f urnish to any per son or per sons 
a transcript of all or any part of said 
evidence or oral proceedi ngs upon the 
payment to him of the fee hereinafter 
provided. " 

Under t he above s e ct i on, it i s t he duty of t he court 
r eporter , under the di r ectior. of t he judee of the circui t 
court , to take all no t es in any proceeding before t he court 
and to pr eserve all official notes taken i n said court for 
future use or reference . Under t h is sect ion , it is the duty 
of t he court r eporte r to pr eserve h i s not e s . 

CO t\:CLUSI ON 

I t i s , ther ef or e , the opinion of this departmen t , t hat 
it is no t t he duty of' t he county t r easur er to pr eserve t he 
notes of t he court . reporter in his vault , but it is t he duty 
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of t he court r e- ort er t o preserve a ll 01 his off i cia l note s , 
as s e t out under ~action 13340 , supr~ . 

Hesoectf u l l y oubmitted 

\1 • J . l:..uPK.~.:. 
Assi stant Attorney Ger eral 

APrROV.f!.D BY : 

ROY 1 •• cKl'!'TRlC1\ 
Attorney General of Missouri 

W.TB : R 


