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.-1, • TRAINING SCHOOlS: 
STATE BD. OF TRAINING SCHOOLS: 

DELINQUENT CHILDREN: 

Not duty of Sta"te Board of Training 
Schools to pr~pare and present pre
sentence investigations of allegedly · 
delinquent children or to supervise 
children found to be delinquent, unless 
such children are committed to institu
tions under control of Board. 
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Mr, w. E. Sears 

Chapte:tls 211 and 219, RSMo 1949! provide a complete t;~eheme 
for the handling and treatment of de inquent children. Chapter 
211 is divided into three parts& That pa~t dealins with delin
quent children in counties of classes one and two {Sees. 211.010· 
211.300, RSMo 1949), that part dealing with delinquent children 
in counties of classes three and four (Sees~ 211.)10•211.510., 
RSMo 1949)1 and that part generally applicable to all counties 
(Sees. 211.,520.211~.$40, RSMo 194.9). 

Juvenile C}ourts are. established for all classes of countiel!l 
to have jurisdiction over cases brought to hav-e determined the 
al. leged .de. linquency of a child. · (Sees. 211.0;!0 and 211•320, RSMo 
1949). Provision is also made for the appointment of probation 
officers 1n cowaties of classeJJ one and two .(Sec·~ 211.200, RSMo 
1949), and tha,t in eounties·or class two they shall be known as 
juvenile offieers (Sec. 211.220, RSMo 1949). 

In counties of classes three and four the county court is 
authorized to appoint a county superintendent of public welfare 
who shall have.all the powers end duties c.onterred on probation 
or parole oftieers (Sec. 20,.850, RSMo 1949). If, however, the 
county court tails t()·appoint e. county superintend~nt or public 
welfare, the circuit ju.~ge shall designate or appoint a cGunty 
officer or some other per$on to serve as probation of:fioer under 
the direction of the court (Sec. 211.440). However, if there 
is neither a county superintendent of public welfare nor a pro
bation officer, the sheriff must investigate all caE!es.arising 
under sections 211.310-211.$10, RSMo 1949, and turnish'the court 
such inf'orma.tion and assistance as. the judge mayrequ:tre. If 
a county of class three or tour has either a county superintend
ent of public welfare or a probation officer, the sheriff shall 
serve as assistant probation officer (Seo •. 211.455, R$Mo. Oum.. 
Supp. 1953) • 

In all classes of counties it is the duty of the probation 
officer to make such investigation of the'ohild as may be re
quired by the court, to be present in court at the hearings, 
and to furnish to the court such information and assistance as 
the judge may req,uire' "and 1£. take charge ~t anz chiid before 
and after trial {hearing'")-;-!.! MY 'be !!irected B.z ~ court. 11 

\Sees. ~11.200 and 21!.460, RS o 1949.) 

The court has wide discretion in committing a child upo~ 
a finding of delinquency. It may commit the child to the care 
of some reputable person or to some association willing to re
ceive it, to an institution, or to the care of the probation 
officer and allow such child to remain in its home, or other 
manners set out in Sections 211.110 and 211 • .390, RSMo 1949. 
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Mr. w. E. Sear$ 

Xn co'Unties of .classes one and two the co~t may S'\Utpend sen• 
tenee or execution the:Peot and in the meantime. commit the child 
to the oai'e and oontral of a p~obation of't1.ce:t' (Sec. 211.110. 
1U1Mo 1949) • · tn all classes of .counties the court, if 1t deetus 
it in the best interest of the child, :may commit such, child to 
one of th.e 1nst:t tutie!Jns under .the chArge an·d control -of' 'tb.e 
State Board of' Training .Schools. 

· _liowever* it is expres.s·ly provided that .:nothing 1n Sections 
2ll.Ol0•2ll.$lO, RSMo 1949 1 .shall be construed to repeal .any 
portion of the law _relating 'to the Training School tor Boys or 
the Training $ehool t&r G1r1s, and that in all eol1llllitment:s to 
eitb.e:t' or said 1n.st1tutions the law ln r efer&nce to said ·t;n• 
stitutions shall govern the same (Sees. 211.190 and 211.500; 

R8Mo 1949). 

Section 219.170; RSMo 1949, provides that no person shall 
btl'~ comm.itted to the State Board of' T!""aining Schools whom the 
court finds to be in need of parental care in the family hOlll.&. 

Bearing in mind this last-mentioned section, since ample 
and adequate provision has been made for the eontx-ol and super .. 
vision of delinquent children whom the court reels $hould not 
be committed to an institution under the control of the State 
Board of Training Schools t~ough the appointment of probatiol:!. 
officers or those wh.o pel:'form the same functions, and since the 
primary purpose of the Board of Training Schools is to have 
charge and control over the training schools and industrial 
homes for boys and girls of this state (Sec. 219.020, RSMo 1949), 
we do not believe that it is any part of' the duties of the State 
Board of Training Schools in any event to prepare and present 
pr&""~Jentenee investigations or to supervise children found to 
be delinquent, unless in the latter case such children are cGm• 
mitted to the Board and rec.eived by it in an institution under 
its control. 

Once e. child is conu:nitted to an institution under the 
control of the State Board of Training Schools, the Board may, 
in the exercise of its discretion, parole such child on such 
conditions as it sees fit, and in that event does have the·du.t,
of supervising such child until it is discharged (Sec,. 219-.2$0, 
RSMo 1949). 

CONCLUSION 

It is the opinion of this office that the State Board of 
Training Schools does not have any duty to prepare and present 



pr.e•een.tenQe: $:nves1!ga1fiol),s ',ot ·\~liegeclly· 4e11~\lft~t· .~hil~etl , · , 
or .t~. JU.pettv1a.e · c111.lve~ tound ··to <be 4e:l1nq_u•nt,. · •l.•.-.•r ·~)1 .. · .... 
cbi:1~J'~n are. com,m1 tt,e4 to an !.l'U1tt twtton undel' tt• ·<lQnt:r~'l'• . , 

Whe ·to~egotng ·oplniQn, ,wh1•h .. ·x· hereby· apprtv$1 was p"re• 
pared by mr Astd.$\tnt" John w. lliglisll. . 
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