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BLIND PF'R SONS: Missouri Commission for the Blind cannot expend 
money , for removal of physical a i l meLts ~epara
tor y to eye operat~ons, f rom its appropr iations. 

rL .... s . l ary E . Ryder 
T xec uti ve D~ rector 

Febr uary 5, 1936 . 

Missour i Commis sion for the Bl ind 
4342 J .• c >her son A venue 
St . Louis . ltt s souri 

Dear Mrs . Ryder : 

r-~-l -~- F r:' 

~l-1-

This is t o a cknowledJ e your letter as follows: 

" Ve endeavor to formulate a ll pr ogr ams 
and policies governing our work a ccord
i n6 t o the statutes creating t he Missouri 
Commission for the Bl ind. If you will 
please refer to Section 8889 , R. s. 
Missouri . 1929 , Volume 2 , Chapter 50 , 
you will find - •t o a dopt such mea sures 
as the commi ssion may deem expedient 
for the pr evention and cure of blindness . ' 

"It is that portion of the l aw from which 
our department for prevention of blindness 
ecanated. The progr am of t he department 
is t o seek out and examine, hospitalize . 
operate and trea t i ndigent persons need
i ng care for their eyes; promot~ the 
educa tion of isolated semi - seeing child
r en and t he organization of sight-saving 
cla s ses; and conduc t an educational and 
promotional pr ogram t hroughout the state 
c oncerning practice s . which when applied , 
prevent blindness - - - t c the extent 
t hat t he ap ropria tion for t h i s uurpose 
wi l l permit . 



Hr s . Mury E . Ryder - 2 - Feb . s . 1936. 

"~any of the eye case s comin3 to our 
at ~ention have other physical ail~ents . 
i . e . diseased teeth. tonsils. venereal 
disease. tuberculosis . diabetes . etc •• 
which condi t ion is in need of treatment 
before eye operation is a safe risk. 

"t.ill y ou please bive us your opinion 
as to whet her any part of the appro
priation made to the Missouri Co~~s
sion for the Blind ~or prevention ot 
blindne sa could be used for treatment 
of such ailments as mentioned? 

"The prevention of blindness funds 
have never been used for such purposes , 
and I a m wondering it ne went unto the 
ma ~ter of arranging general physical 
examinations and the treat~nt of systemic 
conditions , even though the disease might 
affect the eye . i~ it would not be an 
infrii1.3e~ent on the wor k of the State 
B ard of Health or other health a gencies . 
I shal l a ppreciate your opinion as soon 
as possible . " 

section 8889. R. s. Mo . 192 9 , provides in part as 
follOW8: 

"The duties of said commi ssion shall be 
·~ :i- * * to adopt such measures as the 
commission may deem expedient for the 
prevention and cure of blindness. ~ ~n 

You desire to know if said part of said section gives 
t he Co~miss1on the right to pay moneys appropriated to said 
Commi ssion for treatment of other ailments which might con
tribu te t o blindness . 

The ComMission for the Blind may only expend moneys 
appropriated to it according to the terms o~ the Aporopriat1on 
Act . and referring to Section 3 . Laws of Uissouri , 1935. page 



t.ir s • llary E. Ryder - 3- Feb . 5 , 1':136. 

45, it is seen t hat the appropriation for t he Mi ssouri Com
mission ~or t he Blind, Par a graph "D" captioned " Oper a t ion. " 
orovides in part as follows: 

"General expenses ~- * '* ~ ~ host! tal 
expenses incurrLd for eye oper a ions. 
""~ * *" 

Nowhere in said appropriation act is it provided that 
the Commissi on may expend moneys to operate on a person for 
other physical a i lments. s uch as dise~ sed t eeth. tonsi ls. 
venereal disease . t uberculosis. diabetes et cetera. preparatory 
t o an eye operation . In fact . t he only moneys the Commis
sion f or t he Blind can expend out of its appropriation con
cerns that of expenses incurred f2.!:. eye operations . 

It is probably true that a person wi th disea sed teeth 
or tonsi ls would be in a much better condition f or an eye 
operati on i f such causes were removed. Howeyer. in our opinion. 
the expense ot removing such t onsils . infected teeth or other 
ail ments, could not be paid from the pr e sen t bienni a l appropria 
tion t o the Commission. 

A? PROVED : 

ROY ickiTTRIGK 
At t orney-General 

JLH:EG 

Yours very t ruly. 

James L. HornBostel 
Assistant Attorney- General 


