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ROADS AND BRIDGES : Highway engineer has no 
authority to appoint mainten
ance men for the county roads . 

.. 

COUNTY HIGHWAY ENGINEER : 
.; 

~eco~ber 17, 1942 

~r . hil iu • hcilly 
Uount} uur veyor en<, .di g!me.y ..... r,[;lrcer 
Jeffs son Co~nty 
~illsboro , , lsso1ri 

uear ~ir : 

'' e s t •e ln recc:l p t of yo~ r reQue~t for ar on in: "'m , 
under {ate of JJ&cembcr 7 , 1942 , ~hich reads a.e fol lows: 

"In th~s county th€ d~ly elected 
cour,ty surve~or ::..~ c l so the vounty 
hi~h 'S.Y ·n~ineer . : lease advise if 
tt.e Co·mt y Jo,.rt or thE Li;:!.'Vt'ay 
t.ngi ncer h as t t e nu t !.,..,ri ty to and 
sho~ld aopolr t tt€ xal. ts~ar. ce men 
fort ~ cou~ty roac s . " 

According to tt~e las t Pc~eral census tho popula• . 
t l on oi' Jef.t'crson '-'O .... nty is 32023 , o.r.C: for tr..l!t r~iison 
t ht. cour. ty surveyor is tl:e ex-off lci o countj' hi~hway 
Cll['inoer , since , under .:>ec tl.on r 660 ' • .":l e . • i SSOJ.r i , 
1939 , it is crovi a.ed t ta ta11 co..<ntio .s ir the -t te 
\"f.bicl. cor.ta.ln no t less thar 20 , 000 inhs.bi tarts or .,..o:qe 
t han 50 , 000 inhaoitarts t he count~ s!.lrve~or shall t)O 

ex- offlc io county hi ~rway (JDg1rce r . T~e QUtics oi the 
co~nty tiuLwa~ 6r~!noer are set o~t ir ~e ctlo s C61 to 
8667, h . clusi'\re , c.: . v· • •. issouri , 1939 . .. e do r.o t f~nd 
ary a.utr 0rlty ir. ~rticle 9 , Chapt e r 4e 1 . • • issu tr:L , 
1 939 , v;~-~ ch appl i es to county r i l:v·ay engireers , for 
t he h 1.:;hwa y engln(. e r to e:n")loy or appoin t the ~1e.lr tE.Zl
a n ce .ner: for tt.e county road s . 



1 r . Philio • 1 cill y (2) December 17 , 1 942 

IJnG.(;r• ... cctiorl 8 516 . • ~~ . i s so l i l , 19- ~ J re 
cou1 t-:, ccurt , in cour:ties h sv ir. s. po-l.llEt!or 1f not 
.,or t. ths.n 100, JOO , a r.;po.i. t.s ~11 road ov ... rsL ers , st 
th€< cbru&ry ~ erm of trtc' ~o~rt . 

Urder ..>ectlon E520 . • ..... . i sourl , 19219 , it is 
the dtlt., of u.~. ... ros.C. ovt.rseor s to l eep the roaos lr as 

ooa re!)air a a Uw 1 un .... s & t their commana vl.i.ll perMi t . 

J.lso , ~action 8 522 l . • igsom' i , 19..);::1 , ... 1- ~ch 

sets out t. e c~ties of r oar overse ers, sts~es no~ m .ch 
nor.ey s~ould be e xperded by road overseers for Lle 
.nair tenar.ce 01 t. e roads . '.'-.is sect lon impliedly · i vcs 
the road. oyer seers s.u1; . r1 ty to employ th.:;.:. r owr: :r.el p . 

lt is , i h~rcforL , ou~ oc~nion that t c hl,~~ ay 
cn~il:eer of "affersor ounty d oes r. .::> t hn't'e aut. "' l'.i t~ to 
a~ool1 t t ho rnain tcna.ce me~ £or t~e co rt- roues , ~t 
t! e co ty co .J.rt has tJ e a• : ! or:: t.Y -co r -ooirt t ~.- roaci 
overseers who Crlploy the:r o··~ r .. elo . 

:-es "'>octf llj submlttod 

.. . . T. b F 
hS&istart tttor ney ·ercral 

Al· r ,V.C D: 

R ' " ~cKI'l1.1H IC.K 
Attorrcy Gcrer el of ~ssouri 


