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CRIMINAL SEXUAL J?.S;(CHOPATHS: 
STATE HOSPJirALS: .. 1 

Y~GISTRATE COURTS: . 
JURISDICTION OF MAGISTRATE 

COURTS: 

I 

, .. ···1 
Magistrat.e courts .have JS'rl~diction ·to 
proceed against one properly ch~~g&d" 
before such court with the commission 
of a,crime under the Criminal Sexual 
Psychopath Act, and to commit such -~~rson 
to the·state Hospital at Pulton, IVlissouri 
pursuant to said Act. 

December 27, 1954 

/ Mr• a. P:~ bloe. tt. 1). 
· A;ctiJtg $upt1't.·•'•ru.lent 
at• te H01$p1t~l tto. :1 
F•lton, ;~••• .. 1 

Peal' Mr •.. ~·t~•' 

'.fh1e Will. aclcnowle4ge Peoe:Lp-1$ ot ypux;. letter of December 1()• · 
19S4. whe:,eta JOU request an . .opini.()n or tb.11J otr1ce .en the toll•• · 
1ng q,ueet.iout 

•we wou14 a.ppt-eola'b .. an· Op!Jli"'n tff~ r•'"' 
oftl;~e on the tollowtag ma'ttie,.J sl~ G 1ntll1Vi• 

. dual._ t• obUg•4 tn tl1e · ~.1at..-iiie CoJJrt, ·· 
{Joqn.e c .. nty) aa bet~ .a: crlminaJ, a:•aaal 
perehopath, by that aouttt oan he b:e :p:r~p.,~ly 
comntJ.t,1;:D by that oo~t to thia ho•pttal.•n 

·.. . . \ 
S.ecti.Qn ~01 • .,710 RSMo 1949 r-o•tdes tl\at "wll~~ any person i.e 

ehtu:'ged wltb • er!Jrdnal ott'enee . ·and. ,~rtain tb.lJ'lia appear to the 
proaaecuting atrtoJtney, certain proeedtt~ea sbaU bet followed under 
the Crttrd.nal sexual Psycb.opa'th Act:,., . Thuas 1t t.pp•ars that in any 
court in )fb.1ch a person ia o~gecf W1 tb. a critnine.l o:f:f'ense, the 
provialona of the Criminal Se~al P:&yonopath .Aet may become •ppli• 
cable and the· co1U,'t before wbJ.Qh such pox-son is chJUtged shall. have 
ju.r1lldio:tion t.o proceed urut•J:' satd Ao·t • 

By section $S6.010 RSMo 1949. the tetom "or11rdnal o.rtensen is 
de.fined tio en1b:raoe both misd«ue«no~s an~ telon!eil • Li~wise, in . · 
the ea&e of MJ1•s v. ~t. LQ~,_a Pu'bl1c Servi<H~ ¢ompany1 Sa SWld ~95, 
the st. Louis Court of Appeflls held tbat. the term uo:r1mfnal offense" 
applie$ to misdemeanors as well as 't$ telonlea, '\ 

By S•etion 543,010 R$MG 1949, m4tgistirate. O®~ts (wtth 'e~oep• 
tions not applicable he~$) have 4oncurrent ol'ts1nal juri.sc!U .• tion, 
oo-e.xtens1ve with the b.Qu:ndar1es of their eount!es• with thfit o1reu1t 
court in all cases of misdemeanors. 
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ThEt.let:o~e, 1! one we!'e enargtd:.w~tb a mi~demeanor, th& m.ag1el~ 
tl'ate cc>jij-~· ~n Boone ·county wo~ld .~'fe·· j1J.r1sd1ot1on o.f the subJect ... 

·matter -~- f)Ucb chruige of misdemeano~·w~uld oonstttute a ttcr1m1nal '· 
ortense~· as that PEt~ is used in s·edtion ~02.710. RSMo 1949, •nd ·· 
tne .• me.g~stl'liL~e ao't.U'il _would be au. tho~i~ed under · such sec;~ ion-· and 
th~ :·oth$~ -•·ectio~s O<Jnlprising the Q~im.in~l Sexual Psychopath Act 
to :proc·•·~~'.under said _Act. and_ in_!t:·prop.er case tG oomlflit tn.e·'»~r~()n 
_()ha~$•<1 :-:t~ ~tate Hospital No_. l a~!;:fpl.~.on, :M1saour1, under> the· Pl'O'~i. 
vte,to~s: ;:qt said C:r1~na1 sexual P$:Jc:•hi()patn Act._ ,, 

·:·: :.~·, . !'~:: >\'. ·::' '·:~-\\\ 
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GON(l):LUS!Olf ... 

. _ .. It ·-.,t-s,.:_ther-e:rore, the conclusion of this o.f.t'iee that the Mag;ts ... 
t;l'ate C6t1t-t of Boone County. Missouri has jurisdiction to, and may 
eotnrrdt, a person charged be.fore it w1th the com.m.1ss1on of e. misde.-

. n1es.n.op to State Hospital No • .l at Fulton, Missouri. under the Criminal 
Se.lN.al Psychopath Act. 

The f(;)regoing opinion, which I hereby approve 1 was prepared by 
my Ass1$tant 1 Mr. Fred L. Howard. 

Very truly yours, 

John I.f., Dalton 
Attorney General 


