
~TY HIGHWAY IENGINEER, 
EX-OFFICIO: In counties which have voted against 

the application therein of the provisiens 
o£ Article 8 1 Chapter 42, R. S. Mo.,l929 , 
as provided by sees. 8019 and 8020 thereo~, 
the compensation of the ex-officio county 
highway engineer is governed by said sec. 
8020, and the other provisions of said 
Article 8, including sec. 8011 R. 8.'29 
as amended L. 1939, P. 674 Mo. Stat.Ann.P.6829 
a.o no't appl~. 

F'ebruiry I , 1940 

nr . Rob~rt E. Powell 
Macon County Surveyor 
Excello~ Missouri 

Dear St:rz 

' r" 

Thts will acknowledge'receipt of your l e t ter 
dated 1- ebruary 7th, 1940, requesting our opini on i n 
t he following terms: 

"I would like to obtain some inform­
ation or opinion concerning t he ex­
officio county highway engineer in 
counti es with population of ao,ooo 
which have voted under section #8019 
to do away with t he county highway 
engineer. Does t he new section #80lll 
passed in 1939 legislature apply to 
counties that have done this? 

"Does t he county court have t he s ame 
power over the ex-officio county higb­
way e ngineer as proYided in section 
8020 in r egard to the days he ie 
a ctually employed and the compensation 
he receivea!" 

Ar~icle 8 , of Chapter 42 ~ . ~. ~iseouri , 1929 , 
incl uding sections 8006 to 8023 inclusive , is len­
titled ~County Hi ghway Engineer, Appoint ment a nd 
Dut ies or." 



Mr. Robert E. Powell (2) February 13 , 1940 

Section 8019 of said Article a. provides for 
county elections "to determine whether or not t he 
provisions of t h is article shall continue to a pply 
to such county , " a nd further provides in part that: 

that: 

"* * * if a majority of those 
voting at such e lection upon ~he 
proposition vote &0 ainst the 
county highwa y enoineer law, t hen 
t h is article a nd tne provisions of 
the law relating to the appointment 
and dutie s of a county h i ghway engin­
eer shall not be enforced in such 
county." 

Section 8020 of said Article a. in part provides 

"* * * In all count ies wherein 
the serv ices of a county highway 
engineer are dispensed with• aa 
provided by section 8019 of t his 
article, the c ounty surveyor 
shall be ex o£ficio county highway 
engineer, * * * •" 

The two above quoted sect ions of said Article J , 
provide tor exception• t'rom the provisions of said 
Article a. 

S~ction 8011 of said Article a. as amended , Laws 
of 1939~ page 67•, Mo. Stat . Ann., page 6829 , does make 
a gene~l provision r egard i ng count ies which "oont~in 
not less than 20,000 1nhabitanta or more tnan bO , OCO 
i nhabitants . " However, said section 8011, and a ll 
other proviaions of said Article a, are subject to 
being suspended from enforcement as provided for by 
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sections 8019 and 8020 (Spurlock, Surveyor v. ~allace , 
et al , County Judges , 218 s . .• 890 , 891 , 204 Mo. App . 
674. ) , Said section 8011 a pplies to counties which 
have not voted a ga inst the county highway engineer 
law. 

In counties whi ch have voted azaL1~t t r e a ppli­
cat ion t here in of th~ provis ions of Article ~ . ~hapter 
42 , R. s. Mi ssouri , 1929 , a s pr ov i ded by sections 
8019 and 8020 t hereof , t he compensation of t he ex­
off 1ciQ county hihhway engineer is governed by said 
sect ion 8020 , and the other provisi ons of said Art icle 
8 , i ncl uding sect :L on 8011 R. s. 'issouri , 1929 , as 
amended , Laws of ~'is sour1, 1939 , pat:,e 674 , o . Stat . 
Ann., pa~ 6 829 do not apply . 

APPPOVEDt 

w. J . BURKE 

Respe ctfUlly submitted, 

LAWRENCE L. BRADL- Y 
Assistant Attorney General 

(Act i ng ) Attorney General 

EH l R\"l 
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