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LIQUOR: In making the refunds authorized by Section 1 9 
of House Bill No. 716, the Supervisor of Liqu r 
Control mus t pay State Treasurer face amount f 
stamps out of t he fund specifically appropria ed 
for that purpose . 

September 27, 1939 

q,.r-7 ~-+---
Ron. t alker Pierce, Supervisor 
Department of Liquor Qontrol 
Jeffe r son City , Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

~e have received your l e tter of September 19 
whi ch reade as f oll ows: 

"Some quest i on has arisen with r ef
erence t o t r.e pr oper eonatruetion to 
be placed upon Secti on 119 of House 
Bill 716. I t has been suggested that 
t he legislature 1n enacting t hi s pr o
vision !~tended one of two th±ngs: 

"Fi r st , .t hat t he Supervisor of Liquor 
Control pr ocure from t he State 
Treasurer the stamps necessary to make 
t he r efunds set out in Section 119 and 
that he pay t he State Treasurer out of 
t he appropriation only t h e intrinsic 
value t hereof. 

"Second, t hat t he Supervisor of Liquor 
Control Shall procure from t he State 
Treasurer t he necessary stamps and that 
he pay t he State Treasurer t he actual 
f ace value of t he stamps as is done 1n 
t he ordinary cours e of business as now 
conducted between th is Department and 
t he St ate Treasurer . 

"Will you please suggest t h e proper 
met hod of handling t hese funds . " 

F 

Section 119 of Bouse Bill No. 716, which you r 
ferred to 1n your lett er and wh1eh i s n ow contained in 
Laws of ll1ssour1, 1939, page 167 , reads in part as f ol 
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"Liquor and Beer Stamp Refunda.--There 
is hereby appropriated out o~ the 
State Treasury, chargeable to the Gen
eral Revenue Fund, to the use of the 
Director of Liquor Control, the swn of 
~7,972.~7, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary f or the purpose of pur
chasing liquor and beer stamps to be 
refunded to t he follo~ named com• 
panies or persona to replace stamps not 
used and cancelled upon the direction 
and under the supervision of t he Di
rector of Liquor Control." 

The above quoted part of Section 119 is follo 
by a detailed list of sixty five companies entitled t 
r$funda. together with tne amounts due each company. 
way of illustration, the first two names on this list 
gether with the amounts due, read as followsz 

"American Distilling Company, Pekin, 
Illinois • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Arrow Distill eries, Inc., Peoria. 
I llinois • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The whole a mounts due all of t he companies 1n 
t he list is t hen totaled at the end of said section, 
this total is exactly $47,972.37, the amount appropri ted 
for such pur poses . Therefore, it is apparent that tb 
Legislature intended that t he total amount of $47,972 37 
or ''so Dru.Ch t hereof as may be necessar7" is to be us 
to Rpurchase liquor and beer stamps t o be refunded to 
t he following named companies or persona to replace s 
not used and cancelled" by the Supervisor o~ Liquor C 
This would indicate th at the Legislature did not inte 
t he Supervisor to pay to the State Treasurer only the in• 
trineic value of t b.e stamps, but rather that. the Trea urer 
should be paid t he face value thereof. If the 1ntr1n ic 
value only had been intended, the Legislature would o 17 
have appropriated perhaps $50.00 to pay the printer. The 
actual cost o~ t he stamps would not approach the valu of 
$47,972.37. 
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Furthermore, said Section 119 states that 
$47 , 972.3? is appropriated to the use of the "Director 
of Liquor Control", chargeable to the General Revenue 
Fund for the purpose of iurcbas~ the liquor and beer 
stamps to be refunded . ead lnte light of existing 
statutes showing how and from whom t he Supervisor shal 
obtain the stamps, it is further apparent that these 
particular stamps are to be purchased at their face va ue 
from the State Treasurer . 

Section ~5 of t he Liquor Laws, Laws of Missour , 
Extra Session 19~~-34 . page 90, provides as follows: 

"It shall be t he duty of the State 
Treasurer, upon the taking effoct of 
t his act, to provide suitable and 
intmitable state certificate• and 
labels for t his inspection, gauging 
and labeling, having on each proper 
places for countersigning by the 
State Treast)rer and Supervisor of 
Liquor Control , and shallaafel7 keep 
the same together with the plate• 
used 1n making them, wh$11 nQt 1n 
actual use . The State Treasurer 
shall from time to time upon demand, 
deliver the aforesaid labels to the 
Supervisor of Liquor Control, taking 
therefor hia receipt , and sh&l 1 charge 
said Supervisor ot Liquor Control with 
the sameJ and shall from time to time, 
ae said Supervisor of Liquor Control 
makes returns of money• collected in 
the course of his inspection, credit 
said Supervisor of Liquor Control ' s ac
count with such s~, and shall keep a 
true and correct book account of his 
dealings with said Supervisor o£ Liquor 
Control . " 

It seems clear, therefore, that the Superviao ia 
charged t he full faee value for all st'ampe obtained f 
the State Treasurer, and as the stamp• are sol d , the 
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so obtained !a credited to the stamp account by the 
Treasurer. In other worda, no provision is made anyw 
to the effect that the Supervisor is to be charged o 
for t he intrinsic value of any . stamps Which ·he obtaina 
from t he State Treasurer, and alao, thia baa never bee 
the practice. And, as we said above, there in no 1nd1 
cat~on in said Section 119 that t he general procedure 
to obta1n1Dg the ne~esaary atampa to accomplish t hese r
ticular refunds ie to be altered 1n any way from the u ual 
procedure . In fact, Section 119, by its own wording, 
dicatea otberwiae. 

CONCLUSION. 

It ia , therefore , our opinion that 1n order to 
accomplish the retunda authorized by Section 119 of 
House Bill No. 716, Lawa of Mi aaourl, 1939, page 167, 
the Supervisor o~ Liquor Control muat purchase the at 
from the State Treasurer at their face value, paying t 
State Treasurer for the same out of the appropriation 
t horized by t he Legislature and given to t he said Supe 
visor for that particular purpose . 

Respectfully submitted, 

J . F . ALLEBACH 
Assist ant Attorney General 

APPROVED By: 

W.J. BURKE 
{Acting ) Attorney General 
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