
TOWNSHIP ::::LEC'r! ONS - Names of candidates may be printed on '-allot 
or c~ll~t left blank and same written i n, but voters cannot write 
candi dates name on blank ticket, separate from r egular ticket • 

. April 2 , 1 935 . 

r 'C. LED 

/- ;j 
Pon . ··.s. Pel ts , 
I rosecuting ttor ney, 
Greenfield, Missouri . 

Dear 81r : 

This departJilent is in r ecei pt of your let ter ot 
l.a r ch 18 l'rheroi n you r ocucot a n o,.>inion on " e f oll owi•tg oues
tion : 

" ill you pl ease inform ~ e 
whet. er or not a pe r s on can 
be elected to a t mmcl11p oft·ice 
in a t onnsr i p \IT.ero t r e county 
is unuer tou.nslip or~anization 
by ·ur 1 t i ng hi~ nt.ltle on a blank 
ticket •·r e :1 t r e r e is a r egular 
nocinated ticket being voted on 
at s uch election?" 

The statutes gover ning tonnal~ip elections are 
>ec . 12267, R. S . L~o . 1929 , nh1ch r rovtdeo: 

"Th o ci tizbns of the severul 
tounships in ull counties 
havlng ado~ted t he to~ship 
or {lani zat i on lo.v7 of thi s state, 
who a r e cu~lified by t he Consti
tution and laws of thi s state to 
vote at gener a l elec tions, shall 
asso- ble biennially on the l ast 
Tuesday in larch at t teir usunl 
pl ace or voting , or a t such 
pl ace in t~eir respective town
shi ps a s they ~y have pr eviousl y 
a~reed upon , f or t he purpose of 
el ecting township officers and 
such ott er officer s and trans lcting 
such other budi ness a s may be 
necessar y . " 
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and Section 12270, R. S. :.o. 1 929 , whiuh provides: 

"On the day of the t ownship 
election the poll s shall be 
opened bet ween seven and eight 
o • clock A. r· . and be kept open 
until six o ' clock p .n . by the 
judges of the ele ction , and when 
so opened t he electors of the 
townsh i p s hall have to elect 
a l l officers to bo ctoscn a t 
said elect ion . Said offi cers 
s hall be ctoson by ballot . Each 
ballot shall contain the name 
or evory officer or ~easuro voted 
f or, - rittcn or pr in ted on the 
face of such ballot, with the name 
of the office for which t he persons 
voted for are i ntended to be 
chosen , which ballot shall be folded 
so as to conceal the names of t he 
persons vot ed for; where t he names 
of t wo or more persons appear on 
any ballot f or the same office, 
s uch bAl lot shall be re jected by 
t he judges in canvassing the votes, 
only es t o t r e Dersons erroneously 
voted for . said townst i p election 
shall in all t h ings conform t o 
the general law concerni ng elections 
for state and county off icers, so 
far as the s ane is consistent ri th 
the provis ions of this chapter . " 

~e call your a ttention to t he senten ce in sect ion 12270, 
supra, which says, "Each ballot shall contain the name of every 
officer or measure voted for, wr i tten or pr inted on t h e face of 
such ballot, with t he name of the office for whi ch t he persons 
voted f or are intended t o b e chosen, which ballot s hall be folded 
so as to conceal the n~os of the persons voted for;" ~e cons true 
this sentence to mean t hat the offices enumerated in section 
122p8, supra , t he snme being one trustee, who shall be ex-offici o 
tr~asurer of the townsh ip, one t ownsh ip collector and one town
ship clerk, who shall be ox- offic i o town3hip a ssessor, one 
constable, t no mcnber s of t he bo~rd and t~o justices of the pe ace, 
s hall be printed or written on one ballot and sa~e shal l contain 
the nSL1e of every offi cer or measure voted for . The last sentence 
of s ection 122?0 contains tho ~revision that the election shall 
"confor.m to t he gener al l aw concer ning elections for state and 
county officers, so far as the same is consistent with the 
provisions of this chapter." 
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··:a shall att e::tpt to a::yply the gene r al election laws 
t o t he ouestion at ~and. Section 10310, Laws of : o . 1933, 
page 228 sets forth the manner in which a bal lot s ha ll be voted, 
and contains , among other s , the foll owing sentence: 

"lf the voter desires to vote 
for one or more candidates ~ ose 
namo or nace s do not appear on 
t he printed ballot he may do so . 
by drawing a line through the 
pr inted name of candi da t o for 
such office, and writ ing below 
such cancelled n~e t he naoe of 
~arson for hom he desires to 
vote, and placing a oross mark in 
the s quar e at t he loft of suc h name." 

The election of township officer s appears to be a general 
election, as thero is no provision made for a nrimary. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the faot that !'e c . 12270, s upr a , makes 
pr ovision fo r only one ballot , ne ara of tho opinion that the 
names of th~ candidates may be printed on the ballot for the 
various offices, or the ballot may be l eft blank and the name 
of t he candi dat e desired to bo voted for written in by the 
voter. 

It is furt~er t he opi nion of this de~artment t hat the 
candidat e you mention in your letter could not ~resent his 
candidacy by having the voter ~rite in his nane on a blank 
ticket separ~te and dist inct fro~ the cain tie~t, but the 
voter c ould draw linos t hr ouGh the names or t he legal nomi nees 
and write in the name or the person deoi r ed to be voted for 
in lieu ther eot, as ~ovided in ~eo . 10310, a portion of 
which is ouoted su t ra• 

.API ROVED : 

Ot:'N : ~.H 

HOY ldcY.:I'l'TBICK, 
~t torney General 

Respectfully s ubmi t t ed, 

OLLIVSR W. NOLEN, 
Assistant Attor ney Gene r a l • 


