
CORONERS ) • 
"':SAI' BOD IES ) • 
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Coroners are required , whenever t hdy have in 
their cu stody the body of a dece.aaed person 
t o b e buried at public expense, t o c~icate 
with the secre tary of the Anatomica l Board f or 
dispos it i on of aaid body . 

ecembe~ 16• 1936 

D .... . Louis r • . odber g 
oroner 

1300 lo~k venue 
~· . Luis, Missour i 

De~r Dr . Pacber g: 

1b s will a eknov1l e ."ge r-eceipt of your lett er. r e
questing nn opinion, which reads as f ollows: 

" Dr . L. t:. Jehoemoker , lo)c oretar y of t he 
l ocal Anatomical Boerd. came in ~ o see 
me a f e w daya a t;o 1n re.feronce to the 
d isposition of dead bod1ea which the 
Coroner ' s office of t t . Louis hereto
f ore hs a seen f i t to a end t o Pottel:'s 
r iel d ., whlch is a burial t,;round pr ovi
ded by the c i ty of' S t • IouJ.s f or el.l un
cla imed bodies. 

''Under the enclosed paper ( tlot1f1ent1on 
to ' nat omieel ~oora). . Lr . f:choe~~aker 
cl a !ms that I s hou l a turn over to h im all 
uncl• 1mcd ... -oc.. ies wh · ch I woul d ore1nnr1ly 
cs ? i gn t o ot t ers 1· 1el d . -tr ~i- * -~ ·:to 

tr he quest i on natur-al ly r :r ises - how l ong 
do&s .be bod7 of such deeeaeed whleh comes 
under t he Coroner's att ent i on belong t o 
him? .. oe.s that ownersh i p . if you wU 1 6 

of the body t ermlna ta At the e loae of the 
Inque s t or at the burial ? Or do t ho se 
bo01es remain he property of 1he Soroner 
in "')Or petuam?" 

~0 i r ect your attention to wec t1on 11626 , i . • o., 
1929, r el ating to when it i s t he outy of t he coroner t o 
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bury the body of a dead humnn bolng, whlch ro ods 1n ~art as 
follows: 

"~henever an ·nques t shnll be hel d , 
1f there be no rol ative or friend of 
t he ~e ceased, nor nny ~erson willing 
t o bury the bocy, nor cny nerson 
whoso cuty : t : s to ttond to such 
burial, the coroner shall procure 
a c l enp , pl ain coff i n, and cause o 
grove t o be dug and the bodf to be 
conveyed the~oto And buried . " 

You r a ~ tention l s further directed to Section 9129 , of 
R. s . .. :o ., 1929 , r el ating to the disposition of bodies or 
pa··pers, w· ch reods in part as f ollowau 

"!..uper1ntent ents or wardens of pen1t on
t1Rrie ~ , houses of ·orrect1on and br .dewells , 
of r.o~~· ta ls, ~nsane asyl ums and poor
bouses , a. nd cor oners, s heriffs-, ja : l ers, 
c : cy on" co,.nty 1.mdertakers , and all 
o t l'er sto. t o , county, town or c ty of'1 Leers 
ln whose custocy the body of an, ~eceesed 
per son, re~u r od to be burled ot public 
im;ense , s~all be and are he~eby requ'red 

ed!ately t o not i fy the secretary or 
tho boar d of dls t ribut1on, whenever any 
such body or bof ~ e s <Jome to his or t ho 1r 
ooseess1on , chtP•go or control, and s hall 
thereafter dispose of su ch body or 
boCies , as t he secretary of the state 
board may d ~roct: * -u- * * ~r- '

1
• 

It is obv1cus that when one ha s r e ad each of the above 
quotec t:'Rrts of the statut es that there mlght bo a conflict 
between the t wo n vn, l n t l.· is r espect. we must neceaso.z-1l y 
cons t rue tho statu t es in l i t,h t of he object t o be a t ta i ned 
by each of the r espect tvo statutes . 

In t he case of Coates and Ho?k1na Realty co. vs . Kanaaa 



- i t y ... 'e~·m nnl lo. l l wny "":om ony, 43 
t he court s nid : 

.. • • • 

December 16 , 1936 

(2nd ), 1. c . 822, 

" ' Ji ll provisi ons of l aw on ~ne topic 
shoul d be eons l~ered ln det ermining 
the meaning of any pnrticulnr porti on 
t ~ereo:' .;~ -:.f- * anc such a construction 
s~ould be given to the l atter as will 
keop all the provisions of law on he 
s ame su~ject in harmony, and g ive 
etfoct to a ll, when -possible.' * ~~ "" 
..... l- *• ~·,'hen s ta t u tea Pppear to 
be in ~onf1ict, it i s the duty or 
tho court to harmonize them, 1f ryoss l 
bl e , according to the genera l l egisla
tive "ntent . n 

Cons· der .tng e ctlon 11626 , enpr a , we 1 in~ t ho t , 1n 
event on 'ncuest be hel d by the coroner and t here being 
no r e l Atives or _rienc s of tho ... ece., sed , or any person 
wtl lin to bury the bot y, l t becomes the duty of the 
coroner to rttcnc ~ o ou ch url al. ~ ection 9129 , supr a , 
mr kes t the .. ' ty o."' the coroner •henever tro boCy of any 
deceas ed o rson :s t o oe bt·rled at nubl1c eX?ense, to 
~ediotely noti y the secrotory o f the board of ~1str1-
bu tion , w. ch secre tary sht'll ave , ~e ~ 1 ht t o ?i ~ect 
:n WhPt ~nnner ond hOW 8 body moy be c1Sp088d Of e Or 
perforce , someonE> must be ch rP'f',ed w1 th the cuty of burying 
the ho"' 1es of .... ·e ceo.sed rursons en: the 1eg1sl ture 1-'Bs 
seen fi t to p l nco this cuty upon t he coroner . ~ut , the 
fa ct tho t this cuty wea pl a ced on the coroner c oes no t 
1n any wise r elieve s a i d coroner frOi the ~uty of otify
i ng the secre t ory of the b0ar~ of distr ibution f or dead 
'l)od l es . 

~ere mny be instances where the Anatomica l 40ard has 
sufficient cnc avers f o r ' heir needs 1n the various ins titu
tions w ~ thin this state . , houl C t~at oc casion ever arise, 
the secrotar y of Lhe f natomieol ~oord woul~ , tn all proba
b ·' li ty, edv • s o tho coroner . I nd , than he coroner s hould 
proceed to make ~ispositlon of such body or bo~ ies in his 
possession i n a ccor cnnee wlth eetion 11626 . 
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e . t herefore , ru~e t ha t coroners nre charged with 
t be c u ty of notifying · e secretary o the tt1ssour1 l na
tomicDl ' 1oo rd w~enever they ha ve 1n heir custod7 the 
bocy of r ny de cea s e d person requ l r eJ to be buried nt pub
l ic ox""ense . 

. espoet~ully s ubcitt ed , 

HUZSI.LL c. '' rOtr 
Ass i s t ant /1 tto!•noy General 

J. • rF. 1tua 
( ct :nr ) ttor noy General 


