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ione John e Owen
rogecnulin; Attorney
Henry County

linton, "iscouri

onr ir:

Yourr recent lottor dirccted to the Attormey- icneral
regueetin : an opinion hos been handod the uvndersigned for
gttention. Yor lettor stater the followings

"You will no doubt reomember o recent convercat on between
yourself, r. Mloyé Sperry and Wre. llarve Tay a {ow
doye a0 regardin; the maltin; of a bond -8 Township
Collector by ', larvey llsrelson, rocently elocted
collector of Clinton Towmshine, Accordin: to the
ttatutea govermin: such matters in eonnties for
Tovmghin (rganizetion, euch as ours, the Collector
1s required to make a bond in dovble the amo'mt of
total collectlones made hin during tho entire yeer,
In this townghin such a bond would be in the umount
of ome-hundred sixty thousand dollere, A surety bond
in that amount would coet ", liarelson 800,00 and
his commissions end ‘necome from the office would not
evceed 1100,00, It is nractically impoenible for
him to procure signere for per bond In this
anormt and the office 1o not worth naying $800.00
of £1100,00 income for srety bond,

r, Sperry and Yy, tarelson have roquected that I
write you in accordance with ‘v, “perry's conversa=
tion with you regrrding the matter and ask if your
of'fice can devipe a metiwnd or can write an opinlon
which wonld permit Comty Courts to ire a bond
ouble the amonnt of total amounte collectod made by
the Collector oach month for wnder the law the Towm=
ship Collector ir absolutely reguired to settle with
the Cornty nnd Towmship loard and turn over his pre-
vious colleetione each mont and ench o bond as pros
voged wonld sbsolutely protect the townehip snd all
public fimds,
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Tt has beon mugieated thot 1t mi ht be imposnible in

t ‘s tovmship to malte such a bond under ony circume
stances due to the banking conditione which generally
exists. In that ovent would 1° Dbe rossiblo fur the
County Comrt to nermit the elocted Colloctor to
malze collections wnder such a ac he might be

able to make regerdless of tho amomt of the bond end
make dally naymente of hie collectione to the Treasurer?
If so ebly nc bound would be reguired, probably not
to O?OM v .00.

mlepe such a method of this ean be worked ont 1t is
extrovecly doubtful if this eomty ean logally eollect
rovermio of thie kind, Flease lot me hear {Yom you re=
gardin; this situntion whieh is very acute here,"

Seotion 12267, !l f. 0. 1929, vrovides the time for
holding eleetion for the geleetion of township offlcers, as being
on the last Tuecday in MNareh, Diemnially,

Section 12870, R, He 0. 1020, anong other things
provides,

"mhe towmsiip collector rhell, Lefore he rocelives the
tax bools, uivo bond and seeurity to the atatoi t.ut
gg&é?wt;m # in a oum at leas

oUbLO Lhe awo I%rmmtobomnaom
by him for any Bmg;r Including eehool taxesy ouch
bond ghall be er in dm:liont.e; one part thereof
ghall be derogited and recorded in the ofTice of the

clert of the comty couwrt, and the othor part shall be
tranamitted by the eclerl m the stato anditor o o o

It 1o to be noted that while the statute fixes the amount
of the bond and makes the swomt thereof a mandatory condition
procedent, the bond 1z to be made to the patisfaction of the county
court.

Conatruin ; thin pection, it 1s the opinion of this denarte
ment that the towmehin colleetor of Clinto: Towmship would be
required to ive a bond In the amoumt ae in such section provided,
and wo are of the further opinion that the provision in enid
otatute "tu the satisfaction of the eoumty court"” refers to the
sufficiency of the socurity offered, that is, that the eo:mty court
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met require a catisfactory bond in the sum fixed by statute,
which ie & matter left to ito dlseret on,

Youre vory truly,

Cari. ¢, ABIBR®UN
Apeletant Attorney- eneral,




