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D AD 90DI LS : Schools and col leges within this state now in
corporated , or here inafter incorporated , t eaching 
descriptive anatomy are entitled to receive dead 
bodies when complying wi th the provisions of 
Article 3 , of Chap ter 53, of R. S. l!o . 1929 . 

t;f:.9 
December 16 , 1936 F l L E fl 

~r. M. D. Overhol ser , Secretary 
~issouri State Anatomical Board 
Columbia , Missouri 

Dear Vr . Overholser: 

L 
Thi s will acknowledge recei pt of your l e t t er of 

recent date , request ing an op inion relative to our in
terpretation of the Anatomical Law. 

" The Hohens chuh- Ca:rpenter Col lege 
of ~balming, t . Louis , Mo., has made 
a request to the Board fbr d iss ection 

.material. My l e tter of Lecember 2nd 
to Dr . S·hoemaker (copy enclosed) sta tes 
that in my opinion the school is en
titled to this material. Dr . Terry, 
in a letter to Dr . Schoemaker (copy 
enclosed) fee l s tha t thi s school is 
not ent itled to dissection material . 
Will you p l ease let us have your rul ing 
on this matter?" 

To the end that a compl ete understanding may be had 
relative to the right of the above coll ege to have dissection 
material, we quote the l etter direc ted by Dr . Terry to Dr . 
Schoemaker , which · a appended to your request f or an opinion . 

" --'*' ~f- * According to the :-r esent law 
it woul d appear that Dr . Carpenter ' s 
cla im for dissecting mat erial has 
support throu~h the i ncorporation of 
his school and the teaching of anatomy. 
I woul d not be will ing to accede to 
this interpretation f or it certainl y 
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wna not the intention of t he law t o 
d istribute bodies to inst i tuti ons or
gani zed f or ga _n f ul purposes . I t l ~nk 
t hat 1 t implied that t he d iatribution 
of bodies s~uld be c one with the u t
most c:eacrot1on na to t he r ot:tpons i b111 ty 
to t he public in the hnndling of them. 
This l a safe- gun rded a t the nrosent time 
by putt i ng tho materi al 1n car e of t he 
m6d1eal profession . If ony undertaking 
concern can · ncorpornte a school I t hink 
i t .s l~evit~ble t hat the safe- gu· r o1ng 
will break Clown ~ o t he ;Jer11 of the con
t inuance o ·· the anatomical l aw. I t hink 
t '. is interpretation moul d be :-r es ent ed 
to the t to r noy "ener nl or an opini on 
before in(' l u ing on embalming school 
1n the me~bershlp o.: the t natomlcol 
oard . I t woul d b o f r better f or the 

'oard as now onst l t 11ted to r ee e ·ve r-nd 
deliver ; or •· ae boc ies o t l:e bab.:.ng 
School w:::i ch s houl d be r eturned ~o some 
instituti on repr esent e1 on the na to ~! cal 
? ard. " 

e direct your attention to octi on 9128 , .... . .... • o ._ 
1929• rel ating to the creation or t he t notom1ca l ~ o rd , 
whlch nrovides 1n r art ns f ollows & 

"Professors nnd ocmonatra t ors of 
antttomy o f the schools ond colleges of 
tho state of ·(iss ouri, which are now or 
may hereafter become 'ncorporatoc - and 
in w~ said schools anc colleges , de e
o~iptive nne demonstr ati ve anatomy i s 
tcught t o stu~ents i n attendance at s a id 
s chools and colleges- shall be and are 
hereby constituted a board . or the dis
oosi t i on and del ivery of cead human 
bodi es , her einafter descr ibed• to and 
among such s chools and college• aa under 
t e ~revisions of thi s article are on
titled the ·eto. " 

In the case of tete vs . Thatcher, 92 , • : . (2) , 1. c . 
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643 , the court :n discus s •ng the l anguage of nn enactment 
said: 

" .;; ,s- u. t ile l anguage 0 1. the ennctment 
i s perfectly ~ lear nnd unamb iguous. 
In su ch case t he r e 1s nothlnc to con
s true , and no int ent contrary t o t he 
ev1 ent i n t ont can rn ti0nnl l 7 or 
permissib ly t-e imp lied . " 

~eetion 9128 . ~upra , unequ1voeallJ states t hs t pr ofeaaora 
ane demonstrators of aru:ttotD:7 o f' the school• a nd colleges of 
t tls state m1 ch are now. or cay he reafter b ecome i ncorpora
te "' , !)nO ln whi ch s ni d s chool s nnd coll eges d escr 1pt 1 ve and 
dnmons trati ve nnntom7 is t au ght . Qre constitutee n board 
or thr c i spoaition on .. ~ d9l i ve!7 of dead human bo 1ea. A.• 

9ort o. t he curriculum of the schools and coll eges 1n thla 
stote, it i s nece s sary tr.&.llt ce ac_•1pt 1ve and dcmon~ trnt1vo anatomy 
be tough t . 

Go·, l d ' a ..!od1eal D1ct1cnor;r c1 efino:c~ de s c.r : pt .!. ve ann tomy 
a t P • 7 5 u ~ being: 

"a s tudy of t ho separa t e and indivi-
dual nort ions or the body apart from 
their rel a tionship t o surroundtng parts . " 

" 1 monstra tor " is al so def!nod i n Gould 's Medicnl L1ct1on-
ar1' a s be ing : 

"one who i ns tructs in tho prac tical 
appl icat ion of the arts nnd sciences." 

ection 9130 - R. ~ . to., 1929 • r el ating to the e1str1bu
t i on of de ad b od i e s_ pr ovides a s followar 

" .h e secretary of ~he board s hall enuae 
t o be cUs tribHt ed tho boc i e s a foresa id 
t o the schools anc college s men 1oned 
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in s oct1on 9128 hereof , u on tLe 
accc~tr~ce on com 11nnco of seld 
" \- ool 0 n collet;: e with the ··r ov ls i ons 
o . th's art icle in ~roport ion ' o the 
number O-"' atudont s :n o ttenA .. 1 ce a t 
s~ 1d scr~ols nn~ colleces , in wh ch 
the sub j ect of onntomy is balng tau ht . " 

ect i on 9131, R • . • ·:o ., 1929 , r e l ating t o en school s 
vnd col l eges of thl a sta t e , shall accept pr ov1D1ons o r th s 
~ rt 1cle , ~rovl. es in ~ort as ~ollows: 

•· b e pr es 1dent nne: secre t ary of such 
school and collo0e 1n th:a state , de
s ir ing t o ac cept th( r r ov1s1ons of 
t h's articl e , aho l l , wit h in s ixty 
days of t he flrs t dat of eoch e~ 
of sa i d school or co lece , make and 
1·urn!sh t o t h o socre t Qry of sn!a 
boar d a sworn stat ement settl~ 
for th he n~ber of s t u r nts 
ottonc nee n t sa id s chOol or colle 

n w' .lc t e 9U o.t onatom 

Yol'l wil l part1cu1a •·l y note thnt tho school s on colleges 
o . t: ·a s t nte st~ ll, ~!thin sixty dcys uftor he irs t ry 
of each term of sa~d school or colleFe , mnke An- furn : ah t o 
t~"' secre t ory o!' s i d t osrd n s worn statement s ot ' ng f orth 
the "'~bf r of students ln atton anee ot s e:d s chool or college 
i n wh:ch the subject of a.na tonty ls beinr t~:~u~ ht . 1~o .oubt, 
the leg1aloture t the ttme this secti on was enacted hod i n 
mind thtlt the bonrd shoul meke c 1spos1t 1on of c' ead humlln 
bo ioa baa ed uoon t ho number of students in atten a nce . I t , 
t he ;>o.for e , becomes mandnto:•y upon t he 31r es l.. ... ent ond s ecrot ory 
of such schools des iring dead human boc, i es , t o make +he s worn 
a tatemont set i ng f orth the number of student s w1th1n sixty 
days aft or the f irs t day of each term of so i c s chools or 
collec es • 

... ection 9133, d . • •:o., 1929 , r e l a t i ng t o t he meet ing 
of ~ ~e er sons who comooae the Jnatomieol Board An6 t he cam• 
nensntion of the s eere t n-y t her eof, orov·ees a s f ollows% 

" he ..,ersons c ons tituting t he pfores n1d 
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boerd shall meet on t h e f irst Tuesdoy 
l n July, after the -aasa ~e of t h s nr 
ticle, t n Jefferson .a ty. 11.ssour1, 
and organize by clec• ing o ryres :.c. ont nd 
seeretacy rt n ' such o tl-~er officers os 
1n the 1r judgm~nt moy be neces sary, 
and ehnll thoroofter me et as often ns 
once in ~ch year , and ot 9Uch t ime 
and r l a ce OS the board m~y ecide. 
Said board shall f the comn cnsation 
o t e secre 0£1 t.ereo t on each 
school or colleR? accept Ef the l"\ro
vlslons of this article s 11 pay t o 
the secretary of said board e sum tO 
be tixed and determined by sold board; 
w ich shnl l l e ln P''Oport1on to t he 
number of Students in attenoanee o t 
sa ld schpol s ond colleges , as s e t 
forth 1n the nff1cav1t he~elnbefore 
nroy1ded f or , or eo much t er enpita 
~or ~ach of s ald s tudenta ; m d the 
omcunt s o fixed shall be , aid to s ald 
secretary by ovch of the schools or 
colleges accepting the ~rovisi~ns 
t r o cot. ( · •• 1919 , eo. 7348. )" 

CdlC'LUSi oN 

Tn light of the above . it 1s the oplni on of t h:s de ort
ment t hrt c.ny school or collece now 1ncorpo··atef • or here in 1 t er 
incorporated, within this state , w:1erein tho sub ject of ces
crip t i ve nne demonstr ative anatom~ 1s tnu£~t, is entitled 
to receive c ead human bodles, p~·ovided !:hoy accept the r ro
vis1ons of rticle 3 o£ vho.pt or 53 , ~. ,.. . .. ~ •• 1929 by mr k1ng 
end fUrn _shi ng t o t he secretary of the ' natomicnl P.oar d a 
s worn sta t ement Ttithin sixty onys of the fi r st d y of each 
term of said school or college set t ing f orth the number of 
students in attendance ot sa id school or colloge . 

"'e further r ul.e that the school s or colleges oc cept 1ng 
t he provisions or the aforementioned article ebDll pay to the 
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secretary of the ~ na t ool c al .~"~n ~d a sum wh ch 1s fixed end 
ceterm1ned by snld ~oar~ based upon the number of students 
i n at t endance at sa i d school s snd coll eges . 

:- esr ect fully subm1 tted . 

Rl. t..LIJ • • TO E 
s~1 stent ~ tto~ncy Oenero l 

t pp·'c·v· .D : 

( ct!ng ) ttorney Genero1 

RC~ : RT 


