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The Six Hundred Dollars p rovided the County 
Assessor in Counties of Classes 3 and 4, 
provided in Section 53 . 095 , Ho . R. s ., Cum. 
Supp . 1951, may be distributed over the year 
in the discretion of the County Assessor . 

CLERICAL ff~LP : 
DErUTIES : 

October 9, 1953 

:r . J • HAl . to ore 
ro~ocuting ttorney 

Lawre ~ce County 
Mt . \er non, 1 .. 1saour1 

voar Sir: 

Wo render herewith our opinion based upon your roquoat 
of Septombor 5, 1953, which roads in part aa followu: 

"l would li4~e to have t 1 e opinion of your 
depart e .t l r· rebard to Statutes No. JJ . -
095 , which has to do with tho salaries 
for clorlcal help for the County . ssesoor . 

s it necessary that tho 600 . 00 for Cl naa 
'l'hroo Counties be paid 50. 00 oach month, 
or can it be distr ibut ed ovor a poriod of 
a yoar as decided by t 11e Cow1t y Assessor . " 

In answering your reques t we conslder bection 53 . 095, 1 o. 
Ii . S. • CUl"'l . Supp . , 19.51 , w".l':d ch reads as rollowa: 

"53.095 . Appoint ment of eputios in claos 
threo and fo~ count1oa--salar ies.--The 
county assessor in each county of classes 
throo and four y appoivt and f i x the 
compenoation of such clerical or stenographic 
o.soiotar ts as ~y bo ueceoso.ry for the ofi'i-
cient performance of the duties of his of"f1ce . 
Tho co1~ensatio~ of s uch clerical or stonoLraphic 
ass ietnnto shall be pald fro. tho county t reasury 
and ohall r.ot exceed six hundred dollars per annu.'ll 
i n couatios of clnos throe ncr oix hun red dollars 
por aralll!n in counties of class four . " 
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.Hr . J . llal llloore 

The above- quoted ~ection 53 . 095 does not provine any 
particular s alary or an7 particular number of clerical or 
stono .,.raphic assistants wh.lc"i. t.Lo Count:, Assessor ls !Jermit ­
ted to pa~ or o~ploy . It simply provi~es i n effect that t he 
County Assessor shall have availublv to him Six hundred 
J)ollo.rs to bo us ed ror the payment of "such clerical or 
stenographic assistants as .L."lay be necessary for the efficient 
performance of tho duties of his office . " 

This, uo believe, permit s the asncssor to distribute the 
money throuJb the year in hio discretion. lt woul d be im­
practicable to distrib~te t hio s um equally over the twelve 
months of t h o year, sinco tho greatest volume of the assessor' s 
work is concentra t ed i n tho firat; feu mont.t.s of the year and 
it is ~likely t~at tho Legislature intended such a result . 

CONCLUSION 

It is theopinion of this office tLat tho Six Hundred 
Dol lars provlued the Count y Assessor in counties of cl assoo 
3 and 4, provided in Section 53 .095, ~1o . R. s . , CUm. Supp., 
1951, may be distributed ove:r tL.e 7ear L. t..'le discretion of 
the County Assessor . 

The foragolng opinion, which I hereby approve , was 
prepared by my Assistant, Mr. ¥! . Lon Kennedy. 

Jv ~ .. Ll'O!: 
Attorney General 
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