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Dear Sir: 

• This Department is in reoeipt ot 70ur letter 
ot May 15, 193'1, in which TOU request an opinion upon 
the following queation: 

"To what compensation is the assessor 
ot Camden Count7; a county contain
ing less than 40,000 inhabitants , 
entitled with reference to the real 
property owned b7 the Union Electri o 
Light and Power Company • a corporation, 
which owns all the lands inundated bT 
the Lake ot the OzarkR, and the Union , 
Eleotric Land'and Development Company, 
a corporation, which owns seYeral 
thousand aorea ot land borderin6 said 
lake." 

Section 9806, R. s. Missouri, 1929, as amended 
in Laws ot » issouri, 1931, page 358, in part , is as tollows: 

"The compensation ot each assessor 
shall be thirty-tiTe oents per list 
in counties haTing a population not 
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exceeding torty thousand, th1rt7 
cents per list in counties haTing a 
population ot more than torty thou
sand; and not exceeding sevent7 thou
sand, and twent7-:ti ve cents per list 
in counties haTing a population in 
excess ot sevent7 thousand inhabitants, 
and shall be allowed a tee ot three 
cents per entr7 tor making real estate 
and personal assessment books, all the 
real estate and personal property 
assessed to·one person to be counted 
as one name , one-halt ot which shall 
be paid out ot the county treasury 
and the other hal:t · out ot the state 
treasury; Provided , that nothing con
tained in this section shall be so con
strue~ as t o allow any pay per name tor 
the name set opposite each tract o:t land 
assessed in the ntu.nerical. list:" 

· This · soction was again ~endod 1n Laws ot Missouri, 
1933, page'375, but t h is amendment concerned counties con
taining 75,000 to 90,000 inhabitants and doos not concern 
us here. 

A· "tax list" as this term is used in Section 
9806, supra, is that account or enumeration ot taxable 
property, both real and personal, made by the owner 
thereot upon oath and delivered t o the assessor, or 
prepared by the assessor 1n accordance with the provis
ions ot Section 9760, R. s . Missouri , 1929, when tor any 
cause a list is not given the assessor. This is an 
inescapable definition in view ot Section 975&, R. s. 
Missouri, 1929! which enwnerates the items ot property 
to be contained 1n a "tax list". . 

In State v. Gamer, 101 s. w. (2d)(Missouri 
SUpreme) 57, the court had betore it a question which 
required a camprehensive review ot the law relating to 
assessors. In tha t case the compensation and duties 
ot an assessor are discu.sed in detail and certain con
clusions are drawn by the court which we shall set out 
here. 

"First. That an assessor should 
obtain a list in the torm prescribed 
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by Section 9756 , R. S• 1929 (Mo; 
St. Ann. Section 975&, p. 7872), 
trom eTery person who owns 'taxable 
personal property in hia county,' 
and should require such list to 
contain 'a list ot all the real 
estate and its value' owned by 
such persona. 

Second. That whenever trom any 
cause a list ot any taxable per
sonal property is not deliTered 
to him by the owner or hia rep
resentatiTe, then the assessor 
shall make a list thereot as re
~uired by Section 9760, R. s . 1929 
(Mo. st. Ann. Section 7877), or it 
the owner ot such property is de
ceased then as required by Section 
9763; R. s . 1929 (Uo . St . Ann. Sec. 
9763, p . 7879). 

Third. That an assessor is not re
quired t o take the list described in 
Section 9756 , R. s. 1929, tram per
sons who own no 'taxable personal. 
property in his county', and is , 
therefore not required to make the 
list·requ!red by Section 97~0, R. s. 
1929 , tor only real estate owned by 
non-residents ot his oounty. 

Fourth. That an assessor is required 
to make 'Part First' ot his book , de
nomina ted ' 'lhe Land List' trom the list 
ot taxable lands in his county- furnished 
by the Secretary ot State, the goTernment 
maps and plats on tile in his county, the 
last assessor's book and other informa
tion or records (see Section 9797, R. s. 
1929 (Co. St. Ann. Section 9797, p . 7901); 
and that he shall use the information ob
tained trom the lists taken trom personal 
property owners and t~om other sources 
to aid him in obtaining a correct des
cription ot all tracts ot land, in placing 
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the name of the true owner opposite 
each tract , and in ascertaining its 
Talue . 

Fifth . That an ass~~tasor is required 
to make 'Part Second' ot hia book de
nominated 'Perscnal Property' tram 
the lists taken by him trom property 
owners , or made out by him whenever 
t or any cause , it has not been possible 
t o obtain from the owner a list ot any 
taxable personal property \vhich he has 
been able to locate . 

Sixth . That as compensation tor making 
the numerical a ssessment in the land 
list, an assessor should b e paid suoh 
8Ilount as may be allowed by the county 
court not t o exceed tho sum or 3 cents 
tor each and every tract ao assessed; 
but that all contiguous tracts in the 
same section and all contiguous lots 
in the s~e square or blook·which can be 
consolidated into one tract , lot , or 
call shall be counted as one tract . 

sevent h . That as tor compensation for 
t aking the lists required to be del ivered 
to hi m. by owners by pex·sonal property 
(in count-ies of not more than 40 , 000 
populati on) an asseosor should be paid 
35 cents f or each list taken and should 
also be paid n· tee ot 3 cent s per entrr 
for each entry, of a property owner's 
name and the personal property assessed 
to him, in the a lphabetical list in the 
part ot his book covering personal prop
erty. 

Eighth. That an a ssessor is entitled to 
thirty- five cents per list tor each 
list he takes which contains poro~ 
property , whether he takes it from the 
owner or makes it on his own view or 
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other 1ntormnt1on obtained as 
speoiried under Section 9760 or 
Section 9763, R. S~ l929·(Mo. 
St . lurnn . Sec. 9760, 9763, pp • 

. 787'1, 7879), but he is not re-

\ 

quired t o make or entitled to re
ceive any compensation for making 
a list conta ining only real estate. 

Ninth . That the county and the 
state shall each pay onc-half•ot the 
compensation for taking lists, and tor 
making proper entries in both the land 
list and the personal property list." 

In Sparks v. Clark , 57 ~o~ 58, and DaTidson T. 
Laclede Land and Development Company, 253 l!o. 223, it is 
said by the court that all subdiTisions o~ a section ot 
land belonging t o the same person should be counted as 
one tract although such subdivisions ruay not be contiguous. 

In the instant oaso, tor example , assume that 
the Uxrl.on Electric Light and Fower Company ovm.s land 
sitU&ted 1n one hundred different sections in Camden 
County, and also has personal property situated in 
said county. In making out t his "tax list" the company 
describes and acoounts·for all their taxable property, 
both real and personal, 1n one list, or it the company 
tails to mako a list the assessor prepare3 one· in the 
same manner. The compensation of the assessor , in this 
instance, would be thirty-rive cents t or takin8 the tax 
~1st containing al1 the real and personal property ot 
the campanr, (this thirty-rive oents onlf allowable 1t 
the tax ·list contained personal property); three cents 
tor entering all the personal property opposite the 
name ot the company under "personal property" in his 
book kept for that purpose; and a sum not to exceed three 
oents tor each tract entered under the "land list" in 
said book (counting all land lying 1n the same section 
as one tract), making a total or not to exceed three 
dollars and thirty-eight cents ( ~~.38) for the personal 
property and land lying in the one hundred sections . it 
the county court should allow the tu.ll three cents for 
the numerical entering of each tract in the "land list". 
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OONCLUSION 

Therefore, it is the opinion or this Department, 
as we have attempted to illustrate, and in view· of the Gomer 
Case, supra, that the assessor ot Camden County,·a county 
cont aining less than forty thousand inhabitants , is en
titled to thirty- five cents per list as compensation tor 
taking the tax list of the personal property of the Union 
Electric Light and Power ComplL"'lV and of the Union Electric 
Land and Development Company. .Tho.t for making the a l :pha• 
beti~al entr y of the personal property ot said companies , 
under "personal property" in the book kept tor that p~ 
pose, the assessor is entitled to three cents ror listing 
all ot said personal property opposite the name of its 
owners. That tor making the numerical (or alphabetical 
it used ) entry of t he real property of said companies , 
under the "land · list" in said book, the assessor · is en
titled to a sum, to be fixed by the county court, .not to 
exceed three cents per entry tor each tract s o entered. 
That tor the purpose of determining the compensation tor 
the entry of real pr operty under the "land list" in said 
book all land lying in the same section shall be consider ed 
as one tract . 

LLB MR 

APPROVED: 

1. E. ifArt:OR ( Iotlng) 
Attorney- General . 

Respectfully submitted, 

AUBREY R. IiAlJMETT, JR. , 
Assistant Attorney-General . 


