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TAXATION AND REVENUE : State Tax Commiaeion, authority to appoint agenta to 
inTeatigate property omitted tram aaaea.ment liata 
and to provide tor t heir compensation. 

rettrwu"7 9. 1 )34· e2 - I J 3 --

Jt ote Tu C s a l on ot l 11eaou.r1, 
J"ettttnon CltJ , Jdlaa®rl. 

aentlcan& 

Under date ot lanwu"J 20 , 1934 a requeat tor an OJ~lnlon wu 
rooelftd trca ,.ou, auch requeet l q l n t he tallowlns ~~ 

"'""be tate Tu coaataaton l a aaldnc \ ha opt nton of' our 
Depertmant aa folloua 

•can t~ s tate Tu ~c.::daaion u.-r otton 9850 
a . s . 19l~. t~~ploy aa•t• oa the o~aaton baala, 
aal4 apaa tie M paid bJ \he 41ttenm coaUea wbare 
the wort l a to be 4one • or o t a Departmen' pq 
a JUWi»al aal.ary od tbe rema1n4aJ' 'be patd ta, the 
dltferent County Couna ot t he -:tate'' 

The acenta o<lllt-.plated t n t he a~w pen.gaph are w 
lnftatip.te calt'-4 tutuatttle pro})el"ty trom t he ea•u
•nt ltat tn tbe cCWltlea on4 haTe 881116 properl¥ aa .. aaecl. 
The oc:apenaatton tor 4otna th1a 1fOD aa atate4 w be pa14 
bJ tbe 41tferat oou.nty oouna ueept a ..anal uount 
trca tlte Taz oo-al•aton. " 

I . 

Renae4 .ltaa\ea aaourt 1929, otton ~O,proTt4ea •• toUowa: 

".S.eo. C)85o. To appoint apnt., wben- MlU'J'. - r or t ha 
pvpoae ot uldq ~ t nftattcatlon with repri t o l\111 
mattwa r a l a tlac to t he t&Dtlon ot &DJ' pel'eon, f irm, 
campeDJ • oorporatloll, aa80o1attou or pu.ltllo utUtt1, t.he 
ocaalaaton •hall haw Us poWU" to appoint • b7 an o~r tn 
vl tln, • an ecent or aa-n:\a , wboM dDt1 .. a ball 'be preaerlkd 
1D auoll or4.er. J.CO.Ilte 1IQ tae paid a aaluJ • t.. or oa.laaton, 
111 the dlaontlon of ttt. atate \u ~aa1ona lt a aal.ai'J, 
the UDWlt palct ahall not axc-.4 three hun4re4 clollara 
( 300. 00) per IIOilth; lf a tM or o~aalon. the t 
pa l d abDJ...l be 1n aooor4anoe wttn t he T&lue of t.be aenloe 
rendere4, and mat be .,..o upon IDd approft4 tty the 
atate tu oaaa1aalcm before t he ecn\ nndera aerTln Wldu' 
bl a eppotntaeo~. !:)UCb ola lma Dhall ba pai d ae all other 



2. S \a\ Tax C~Nlou ot lMourl 

alaS. ve pal br ~h• laec•io,s or nubara •v.P~"OYH by ~· 
atate tu GGIDleGlon, lob ~uo re •hall be tlla4 wt\h 
the e\ate auditor at'l4 au41\e4 an4 pol 4 •• o\bar alalu qatnat 
t he a\ate ere pei d. D espud1 tun authorl•4 Ol" 1n.ourre4 
tor ~nt o~ .. nto• rendare4 b1 &nJ eaer.t l D eueaa ot 
erJOUD\ QPJ'oprlate4 t r t hat purpoae lab .. ._, -.4• obarae
able to the a tate tax OOIIIlAlon aa14 oa.laaton w1 tb 
th~ir bc~n aball M held llablo tor aq auoh •••••· " 

taaotar &8 JO....r' ftq\l0 8t bale With )'0 \11" power t o appoint &eente 
tor t ba pu.rpo•a 4eaer1MI l a )10 \ll' •ec&ueat \he •• ata\uta ole&rlJ atna 
r caa t.he aeoaa&U'J a\lth<U"l ' '· lnaotar • pqt.r..c auoh aaeata la ooaoer 4, 'be•• ec nt• owlet t.o a 14 on a "8alary, r .. Gl' caalaalon" baata bJ t ho 
upnu aat!lo•ttr of ~• au~\e, u4 by \be terma ot t be eMtuto auob paJ-

nt a ue t o t. aacle trca atate tu48 -.pproprtate4 t or tbat purpo..e , ao 
thet t o the anent. of t ho ad.a aft.Uable to 'the ~ealOA bHe4 pGitVe 
ere &l'aA te4 to 1 t l a tbo -.lo nt ot Ate, aoe lllMtar u 70GI' nquoa\ 
pertalne t o tho o GMtlca ct ..-uta trca a\ato t\ln ap_p oprtate4 tor 
\be pur;o•• 1\ la ov opllllon that eQZ'eae atawtorr utborlty t a 11ft.<1 t.o 
JOU to loJ U4 PQ' ... DU t a \he AAD»I" MOOJ-lM4 1A your J'OqQ~~at tor 
oplnlcm. 

u . 

Aa to t t:e ,.,_lit '-1 oouUu ot ~ulou 01" eala:&7 ot aanta 
anotate4 bJ t!le atat 'Ia ...Saalon Wlde Mtton 9fl50 ._.. Oh pay
MMa w01114 ~ tram tWt4e ooUeete4 tor ocu~J or o\UJ' ~ ataw 

••• • .U o~ate Taa aotoa oo\llc1 DOt oa.1l •• oouatlee to .a aueh 
pa nta. • b leoonre4 no a\atutol"J al\honutlou tor tho tate ~.u 
ec-.lealou ao ~o o~l M vcwaUea. .te•lae4 v\awtea l aeourl l lj2<j , eOtlOA 
~. pro•lua aa tollo•s 

• eo. <)858. ~· ton oam:aot tls raw ot lft)'.-Tb oc.at .. l.Qn 
eball laaft no pow!' w tis \he rate ot 1"7 tGI' the ataw or 
u7 lUteal or lcQil bCIJnet ca \henot; aor ehall the 
COlllllaalG baft 8AJ •r or autbort \J to • .-n .. \ be tlslDS 
ot &JIY •u le•te4 or to l»e le•leA. COunty oourta. ci \J oounolla, 
aohool kana, -.::.4 all o\Ur bo4lea l epl.lJ a .nhor l•t \o meta 
len • ahall be u4 naatn tree w ..a t he rate ot le"t7 t or 
tboll" reapeotlw. looal po11tleal au"l.ta~ or laipalittoa 
et anr t l not pJ'Ohlblte4 lt7 the COllftlWtlOD OJ' lela Of 
the a\ate. R..-«1•• ot _, ---• nluetloll the\ ay '-• 
ewr.tne4 11 • t be po ' to tl& the a.oUD\ ot ta.Da q be 

ratae4 tor all polltlo 1 oo4.tno1 mwllo1pall\lea t cr 
aDJ one rear altaU 111 l l'l t b local. otttoua e p4 wl\b. t.be 
dut7 o · ttnaas ~ rate ot lny." 

an4 'o allow t~e ~tate Tu cc-daaloA to ft4ule t he aDO\IA\ ot rMelpu trom 
tazaa l e•le4 b7 a~d t or &nj or ~ pol1tloal .. b4t.te lolle ~terre& to ln 
:;e&tloD 9858 wo\114 •• to M a nola~lO pro'bablJ ot the tam. an4 ovk.lal¥ 



Uon 98;8. , • •~ law pl'lnctl~l• 
tbe s tate Tu taa oa, aza olav ''• body , poe•••• oal)' t • 
po'IIU'e coater:n4 upon 1\ b.r a -., c0t&l4 not , ttl~\ th con•nt. ot 
• oo ..n~1 . • ~ l l a'bWty u e b eo t. • It o.D4ar e\lOil 
t» nto ef ~ ta e oaota 17 t c t.7 pur •• tlze41 to 
.UO. \he .tate ""'u a l OD to di.IIW11Gb t o ratea le•t ecl bJ pl'OYld 
U.t. a OC'teln p t. ~ ...r t un' OQllAtotM ahw1.4 tc an e JOlat• 
01" aa r,t ot the •t•\e !U t!CIIZIZ=laaton, (il... all.ow \he Wlt ot t l!a l"eeetp\a 
tJ'ODI 1'\USh tu t ' bo .,.JalaJ.ab4Ml b; a'f'l a pan t ot :o to au.ob ~:P01tt 
er nt. by woy ot oalu y .o-.14 be u aa&. :.\lor~ of j urlatio\tcm bJ t 

ate ':'U ton G'Mt" pural.y l.Go!l l tw~ OWl' tlbloh 10 tat TU. 
C8:.1as 1o ta &lftn llo jv1Mtot.t= , t t \ t ta \ 

41M(6'Yer ac\41 Uoi'Ull p.ro t7 tor u- o\ a \ l 
l o ' t oamt7 m ' noel• r o n u.-r 1 

taxee , d 1 tertol, rar ao ~~ o 
to ;u&J' out b.t• 1 'd ~cut. hu COAeen\ • 
ot n thenftca. · 

It la uu.r opi nion t. t \!'A •• t a\e u · :::1Mial 0'-'"'-4 _,.Of as ntl 
t.o i n,..U te 1 \ tble propert;r U\84 trca u• 1 \ lte\ s 111 \he 
Yarl O" tle atate 1 00 \o teaue YOWt r ur t.be p t of 

nu el\bv em ee1ma OJ' Hlary 1e wt Qf t\l de ropr1aM4 \0 
"' ta\e 'fu • ton , hut \ ' t !l 1 n cour not o u-

t e:.r o t7 to 1 AD7 part or t tlon or cuoh t ri \boa.\ 
eGDaaAt. c f ~oh owatv. 


