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STAri: BOARD OF HEALTH: ~ 

VITAL STATISTICS: ) 

Fees earned in the d1v~s1on of 
vital statistics to be turned 
over to the State Treasurer. 

3 , 1 135 . 

I~ I-LED 
Hon. 1£ • T. .cGau~h ~0 Bt~te Health Commiss i oner 
Jefferson J1 Ly , ~issouri 

Dear Sir : 

Thi s i s to acknowled6e your letter as follows : 

" •e are soruewhat confused as to ~here 
monies rece ived for certif ied co~ i es 
should be pl aced. 

"In the 1933 Oess1on Act s , under s ecti on 
33 Vital Gt atistic a , it st~ tee : ' Assi s t ant 
re~i rtrDr , St att s t1c1cn , clerk r ecordi ng 
uePths , clerks for r out ine Vital Gt a tistiog 
work.' Th€y are t he ones res~oneible for 
collecting t h i o money , and are desi~na~ed 
under the Health Dena~t ent of t he St a te 
Board of Health. 

8 ln Section 9060 , of t he r~vised St atutes 
of 1929 , t hi s ct a tement i s made : ' And any 
such oopy of the r ecord of a birt h oT deat h , 
wben .... Toperly certi f ied b y t he St a te 'Re
gi s trar to be a t rue co~y t hereof , should 
be ~ri~a f aci e evidence in al l cour ts and 
>l ac es of t he f acts therei n s t ated. For 
any search of t he files and records , when 
no certif ied cony i s L~de, the St at e re
gistrar shal l be entitled to a fee of 
fifty cent s for each hour or fractio~l 
hour of tirue of search, t o be ~aid b y the 
anplioant . And t he St ate Registrar shal l 
keen a t rue and correct account of all' fees 
oy h i m x·e ceived , under these ...,rov1si onr , and 
turn t he same over t o the State Treasurer . ' 

".that I would. l i ke to ~now, and llnve your 
opinion ~ is t h i s : Are t hese fees f or cert i fied 
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cop ies to be placed into t he Health De
part .ent of the State Board of Health , 
or are they to be placed in t he State 
Treasury? I feel that if the division 
of Vital Statistics earns these fees 
that the fees should be returned to the 
Depart~ent of Health , of the State Board 
of He&l tb, to pay t he e:.penses of t ho 
clerks who makes it nossi ble to collect 
said fees . 

0 Your 1~1ediate opinion will be very much 
a.p'Oreoia.ted . " 

Section 9024 , R. s . o . 1929, as re-enacted in the 
Session Laws of 1933, on a ge 269 , pr4Yides in uaTt : 

"••••T'he ComMissioner o:!' Uenl t h as here-
by constit uted shell aasu ,o all the rights, 
J owers , Jrivileges and dutie heretofore 
conferred by law upon the Secretary of 
l t ate Board of Health heretofore authori zed 
by law, which office 1·o hereby abolished. 
~ere any law r efers to the Secretary of 
the State Board of Health as heretofore 
constituted, same shall , after the uassage 
of this Aot, be construed as referring to 
and eaning the Cocmi,eioner of Health as 
hereby and herein constitut ed. " 

Section 9041 , R. S. Mo. 1929, provides in par t : 

•The secretary of t he state board of health 
sh~ll have su ervi ~ion over the central 
bure~ of vital etatistios

1 
which 1e here

by authorized to b e eetabl shed oy said 
ooar d and. shall act as state registrar of 
vital statistios . •••• " 

Section 9060, R. 8. Yo . 19a9 , providoo ao f ollows : 

1 T1e state regi s trar shall , upon request , 
furnish any applic&~t a oe~t i f ied copy of 
the record of a ny birth or death registered 
under nrovi ai ono of this article , fo r the 
~king and certifica tion of which he shall 
b~ entitled to a fee of f ifty cents to be 
n~id by applicant . And any suoh co~7 of 
the record of a birth or death, when proper-
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ly certif ied by the state reg i strar to 
be a true copy thereof , sha.J.l be r i . 
facie evidence in all courts and places 
of the facts therein sta t ed. for any 
search of the f i les and records , when 
no certif ied copy is nado , the t ate 
r egistrar sh 1 1 be entitled to a tee of 
f1~ty cents for each hour or f r aotionnl 
hour of tice ol search, to be a id by 
the ap 11oant . !nS! !h!, atnte reo;iatrnr 
~ kj en true nn correct acoount 
~1 eea- bj'E!m-ricelved under thoso 
Proiliiona, &n• t\U'n the gt'i "'e .2!.£.!: t2 
~ atate tretoure~ . ~ 
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Section 9063, H. s . l!o . 1939 , rov1des 1n part : 

"•••• The gtate re31atrar is hereby 
charged with the thorough and eff1-
Ci t"nt execution of the p rovisionA of 
t hi s article •••• to ~he end that all 
the require .ento shall be uniformly 
co~lied with. ••••w 

In view of the foregoing s t atutes , 1t is the optn1on 
of this departcent that the Oor.t:ti as1oner of Ileal th, when 
ac ting as a State ~egistrar , ahall be charged with the carr y
i ng out of the provisions of the statutes , i n that he shall 
keep a true and correct account ot all fees by him received 
under the provisions of Section 9060. supr , and turn t he 
s e over to the St ate Treasurer . 

e oonclude 1n the con2tru1ng of 9eotion 90GO, suor a , 
that it is candatory upo~ the Jtate egistrar t o turn the 
fees received by him or his aaei at &At B over to the St a te 
Treasurer despite the fa~t that ~a !ees ~r~ 03Tned i n 
the Uiv1s1on of Vit al Ot~t1at1os of the St a t e Board of Health. 

AJlPROVED: 

HOY "oXiT'l'HIO 
Attorney-General . 

RCS/JET :afj 

Yours vel'y truly , 

J . E. TAYLOR 
Assistant Atto~ey-General . 


