
uai ~stablis~ desi gna tion for~gl ~trat1on 
i s tricto. 

)larch 131, 193b . 

St a te Soo.rd of Heal tb 
Jef! er on City, »1 s~our1 

Attention of or. E. T. ''ot;.a.ugh 

Dear Doctor !.cGe~h : 

ckno l edgment t a h6rew1th made of your reque9 t 
f or an or 1nt _n of this office reerecting the dee i gno tion 
of re~t t r t1 on di etr1cts for be r e11ctrat1on of bi rths and 
~ e?t. a. Tour re_uest 1e lo~ and for that reaRon I shall 
only ~..uote c. part t hereof: 

'I am her ewith eub~itted t o you a cuest1on 
conc er nt 11, the po " 1~ 1 1 1 ty of a c ttange bei ng 
made i n tbe naming and 1 dentify1~ of the 
b1rtll and deat h reg1 <:~ trat1 on l1rtr1cte of 
eacn county and the local regis trar i u chc...r;r . 
of such ~i at rlc ts. . " . . . . .. . . . . . . . 
1 111 you please render to t hi office an 
optn1u u a.c to !:.ether or L'-'t thure i e anything 
i n the atntutea pre1'eut1.u t he ..; t &. te 1egi e trar 
fro dee1 n ti ng h i s d i atric ta in t he boYe 
men t1 oneu mt.nuer . 11 

I . 

~~~l ~T , ?I ON OF BIRTHS AID 
Di:ATH\, ' I N CHARv" ' O" ~TATE 
hOARD vF HiALTH. 

All atc~ e be&l tb mat t ers aro under the eneral sup
er visi on ana di r ection of the ~tat e Lord of Heeltb. The 
registr a tion of uirtha and deat hs 1 R pr o vided for 1n Article 
II , Chapt er 52 , r . s. ~o . 1 9~9 , Sec tion S040 of ruch Arti cle 
reads as follows : 
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MJ t s ha l l be the duty of the st~te board o f health 
!2. ~ c.nr.rge £.!. !a.!, atare-sratem ~ reg1iitra t1.on 
2!. b1rtha NlO deatt.a; !9, vr epare ~ .!!.!.£. eaar1 
met hods , forma w1c. olanks tor ot:>t a.1n1~ and pre
servi ng suc h r ecor ua , d to i nsure tho fa ithful 
registrati on o f toe s e in ibe registra tion dis
tri cts ~ld in the oentr al bureau of vital at a t1 st1cR 
a t t~e capital of t he atat~. Ib~ ~board n.b8ll 
~ ch rsed !!.l!! lli, uni form .!!!f!_ thorough tnforoe
~ 21. lli l a through_~ !L_ ata te, !!!J! ~1 from 
time to tim~ prouulg~te &.lJ ~ltional forms~ 
amendment A !1!!.1 may !!.!_ D~O a ~ 8&.£1_ !5!!_ !ai.! eurpoae. ' 

By t hi s provi sion a peci!ic duty 1 laid upon t he Sta te 
Board of Healt h t o have char ge of nnd direct the sta t e sys tem of 
regis~ration o! b1rthP and deaths . ' Jo e to effectuate t his 
duty it 1~ autbor12ed to establ ish uni for m end thorou~n enforc e
ment o f the law and to prom, l gate such a do itio t al forma and amend
mente , rules and regul a tions as may be necee5ary or advi snble to 
ef f ectuate the purpose of the act. 

BJ •trtue of Section 9043 R. S. L~ . 1929 , ~be State Board 
of Heal t h t o required t o de~ignet e tb~ boundar1ee of rural regis
tr . t i on d istr ict s . By section 9043 t he Z ta~e Uoar d of Heal t h ia 
au t bor1re ~ nd required t o appoint local re ~t etr r and for oauee 
t o remove such appo1.nt ees. The duti es ot tb St a te Registrars 
&re ~rinci •lal. ly aet forth i n s ect ions 9Cb7 and sosa , Which section• 
tbou~h l ay i ng epeci!t c duties on the St ete Registrar do n.ot 
aut hor\7e t he cha i nr by hi m o f the me thod of deR1gn&ti~ reg1s
t rrttion di s tricts . 

In view of the specific duty l &id upon the St ate Board 
of Health to prepax e the nec essary me t hods to insure the faithful 
r eg i s tration o f birtne and deatl a. it ~ppearn certa in th&t 1f tbt a 
responsibil ity r eets • ttb the Boa Ed of Heal tn 1t is their duty 
to pro~gate the nec~aeary rules and re~latione. A pr actical 
method of olaaa1 fy1~ and dc ai~natl ng t he va ri ou s regi s tration 
dia tzto t would seem t o h&ve cons i der able bearing upon the 
eff i c i eucy of t&oe Department . 

It i s t herefo re the opi n i on of tbi a cfftco t hnt a pro
mul~~tion or a syste~&t1c designation of r e tetra tion di s tricta 
fo r the purpoae ot £egi t t~r 1ng birtha a n d aeatbs r eat e in the 
~ t l .. te t;O&rd o! Heal tL. 
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Section 9042 · • 3 . • ~ ~8 , oro i d~s t he only 1 1~1tat1on 
upon the s t a t e Bonr d of Heol tl 1n tbe n:n.ru1er of deG1t?n·. tir. r ~:~g 1. 4"'

trn.tioa districts !or t~.c pt. r o~e o! r6 1st rjnpo h1rthc an d dea th • 
thi eeotion r o,ds ~R follo r : 

~ror the purpose of tbis ax~t cl e the stnte shell 
b divided into registr tion di s trict~, ae follo a: 
Each city nd i ncor po r ated tc -u nall constitute 
a prt~~ry r ~ 1 strat ion di s tri ct; and tor thnt 
~ort1cn f eacb county outsi de vl th e ci ti es and 
1nco:rpo r ated towns t.be:.r e1n , tnc Gt tc boar d of 
1 • 1 t h sbnl.L define snd deRi a na t e the 'b\>t:nelai·i cs 
o ! e -t:ffi c i en't number cf ru:rnl r egi t:ra tion d1e
tr1 c t '"- , h lob 1 t nay chnnge frorn t\me to time as 
may , noces ..,, ry to tnF.uro th~ convf·n1 euoe ond 
001 plotenes of r ef!1.stre t1on. • 

I t 1 r, pp~..rent tbo.t t .. 1G 3eot1.on i n ttcelf conetituten 
eT ry city and laoo~po r a ted Lo~ A e rtcar r Rietrntlon ~ 1 s tric t . 
It also rovido~ for the d oi gnettou ot r ur tl ~ ~1 t ratl on ~ s trlots 
by tle t• te Bo :rd o f 11e&lth . Thi s t•ltute \.nt 'n u\ahes bet ccn 
prim r y re~t otra tion di s tr icts na~ rural r Mis trat •on 1rtr'cts 
n co long ae this at t uto:ry ol .ific ~iv1 1& re t r i ned, the St a te 

Bo<,rd uf Health -.:.ay adopt any uUmr r1cal or oth,•r deR1~nnt1on doomed 
&.dVi J3.:ble , confor ·r. .le to such ~tr tu to1·y ..,ro11 s1on. The statute 
p!:.rtioul .dy co.oat1 tutee every c1 ty a 11d 1ncorpor ted t ovn as a 
pri~sry re~1 trattcn di s trict ~ nd any cl~s~1 f\c tion conflic ting 
1 t h such at tutory reouiret:lc nt oul le vot d. 

The pl an de~ 1led 1n yo.a co crunic tion ould appear 
t o 1p:nore t 1a ~.= t t u .. o.c:; ol ti99i :1"1c tton . Ho C'Yor . 1! 1.t coc n not 
in fn.ct do o , i t c aul· ba ado t ed by tbe Po rd if 1 n t he ju~(;1'!S n t 
of the ' o flrd such ayst~. ould 'nnure the faith fUl reg1otr~ti on 
of blrthE' ;-nd. .ca th~. 
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It 1a therefore the o ~ tn1on of tbie o~f1ce that subject 
to the provisions of · cotton 9042 P.. s. o. l b29 , the St ate Board 
ot aeal tb 1s a t l1bert to ado ~t auy syatem tor the dea1gnat1on 
of re istr&.ticn di stri cts whioh the Bo"rd m1Rht deem advisable 1n 
tnaur\~ tle faithful reg1atrst1on of birtbo and deatha. 

APPROV 0 : 

Hl.• : 

.Rl Cl , 
General 


