
COUNTI ~~ - Li ability for personal injuri~s causea by negligence. 

1 on . . a•, • l!.c Y.ay , 
' Toaocutl~g Att orney or Jeffer son County , 
Vof-oto , 1 ssour j • 

Dece b er ~ . 1~34 . 

;,. .... cq uest tor an opln ton hoe been r ecol vod rror. you 
untlel' date or r ovomber 24 . 1934 , such request ba1n~;; 1n the fol 
low· T1d t er-HJ: 

"At the roq!.:e!it or the County co~rt or J~rrer on 
County, Uisaou.r1 , I went to s t nte a ca:~o to you 
f or the purpose Of heTing you £lVo US a written 
opinion on it . 

:erreraon ~ounty -cl~te~~~ Jts roc6 by e c)sto~ 
or m lntenenec men , w!•u have cbtJrge of tra 
chl~~ry u&ed in L~air dtstr1ot . Wbon c msint n
hnCe men needs ny he l p in operatinG grcuers ~-d 
L te;rt , he hRs regulor he lpArG . 

On tbo 3ls t. dey or Jon . , l£l;l',~~ , one or our mn1ntcn
ance men' n helpers dOU unMble to ~o~k end eont h:s 
r t~ er to ~Bke bis place on ttc cr ader . Tho maln
tenanoo 1.11an ~ e.s running "~ t rt ctoT .. itb \.".·0 rt:on o n 
•' t' .. ~r dor . In sornc t·ey t.hc gx der \"188 overturned , 
on account or getting too close to an enbsnkmcnt . 
an<i the ole 1:1 n ·.rho 'tia£ tek lns hie eon ' s pl~ce .\f!S 
aoverely injured , his l eg being crushed ann broKen 
halo~ t he knee . ~ local ~octor gave him temporary 

· tx·c t e nt end sent hi . 1 :1\ed iat.cly t o :.. t . Ant hony' s 
hos pital . ~here he a c ~urinod ror e number or 
t .. oek:1 before :..e uaa a 1 to Le moved home . He is 
a till badly crippl ed end r quirell-t ~. c CnJ e or a ~co
tor . 

Tho mo : nt.ennnce man nor the 1Ue;h w.y englnoor cUd not 
me e a ~n~ort to t~o County Court , ~o t ar a tr~ 
record sh~' , until art cr t ' o injured man :oe owt of 
t he hos ltrl . T .• c doctor b!ll e end hoap1te l b~ lls 
toget hor ,.1 th t.be l' :>:-t~ tror tol!nt e.r.ount t.o 3C~ewhere 
nour 1 00 . ~h~E injured person hae filed a claim 
l"Jith the County .:ou1·t asking ror tho nayment or all 
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t1 1e ex1'enses end a<'dl t lo al t!. o!!l goa on a ccount 
of ~.is e r ;""o.nen t 1nJury . 

Tho County Court ssl-red ror my o t ln1o~, '1'1'ld I 
ndv : sed t h ~ tLrt the county ea not liable , 
bo1 ng o sub~lvision of the Stot~ . The Count7 
Court haa accepted my opi nion as being the lnl , 
but i n dtecus~ 1ng t he matter Jith t~o1 I suc
ge !JteC\ to them thAt 1t mi ,,ht be well t o ct an 
opinion frc-, yQur flff ' c e , and tley then £.&ked 
me to ~roeure 1t tor t hee . 

Our County Cour t meeto on the fir s t doy or De
cem lGr und I ,·:ould apprec i ate t he recei pt or 
t~e o pinion by thnt dr to . " 

In tho Ct" re or ·oxley T . Pike County t 276 lfo . 449, 
208 s . ~ . 246 (1913) , a porso~al injury rui esainst a county, 
baaed on ~oglleenoe , wes before t he Supro e Court or hl1seour1 
whiot h3ld t hat such a s ult. could not be mnlnte1ned against a 
county . The court aaid: 

-~.1ben , r or conv~n:ence 1n tho dm1n1etret1on or 
lts 1u s , ~h~ t oto , thro~gh tt.e Leglalaturo , 
c l la ~o its a i d t hose t erritorial orean1zat1ons 
somotl~es call .. d , with or& or laes ocourecy , 

qucsi -corport t i?,s, such aa counties , t ownar i ps 
end aohool districts , t ho question ho~ freauently 
eri.een hetne r t > eso _gunoiea obare , ltl1 the 
s t , to 1ts~lf , l mQunlty tro1 common-low liability 
fOr the tle gl i genCO Of tt t 1r o r fioerH i n the 8:l:.er
Ci8& of t 1e1r t erritori a l dut1os . The an~ver, 
from U n cour t s of thiti St a to , h6D general·} boGn 
e no6ot1vo one . ll'r ot: :~onrdon v • .St . Lou1" ~ounty , 
36 vo. ~ ~5 . ~own t o I nar v . BoliYt\r ...>peci,l nood. 
:as tr 1 ct , ?" 1 .... • 'k . 890 , re many OElaee .. 1 cl.1 wil l 
be found co11 ctod in t. ~Je cc.se last c1 tell -.·}, 1ch 
have sett) !Ju t ue genercl p r l nc i ple so firmly tt.la t 
it is not q~eatloned by t~iu ppel lent . " 
2'76 tto . 45Z. 

In c onclusion , it la our opinion thtit a county or this 
St ate is not lleble tor · crsonol inJuries caused bJ the ne011geaoo 
or officers or empl oyees or thP. oounty . 

1\l' R V .lJ : 
ROY Me .,1 t trick · 
Attn~nP.V-n~n•~A l 

'lery tl"uly Y ~">urs , 

ElY :.t....'1D a. U t r 3~1 

As s istant Attorncy- Gcnorol 


