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Dl!:AD PO Di l;~; - " ie;ht to romove !'rot" ono reg istr E~-t ion d i s trict 
to anoth(~r · lthout pcrmi t . 

'I , I 

.... ept.e;nber ~o , 

$tate Board ot r ee ltb of ~isaour1 , 
Jorfft r on City , V.laaouri . 

Oentlomen: 

Attention E. T. McGaugh, ' • D. , 
.... t~te U&elth Com::Uaa l oner 

A request tor a n Oi1n1on has beon received trom 
you under det.e or Se~to:nber lat , 1{134 , suolt re·r uost be1ns 
1n th e following to~a : 

"It a ~~raon 41ea in a ! o p1tal , can the 
undertakttr trom l1ie hor"e town cl.e lm t lic 
body , end remove t o a ae1~hborlns cou~ty 
ror burial , and is 1t ne co aery tor him 
to get a por~it tro~ t h l ooal rog1 trer 
in t he city in whloh tl•e death occurred. to 
re~ove t he body or con be r ~ove 1t 6nd ha' e 
the l o ca l reaistrfll.", ~hortt . the dee.tt. oc
c urred , 1s~ue hi m a perm\t ror burial ~ 

Sot!le hoopltala in the city t' ve forbade 
OQunty undertakers rro, c~lng to the hoa
p1tal • nd taking bod1oe baok to the county 
i n wnlch t boy 11~• . without procur1ng • 
buri al per.n1t betoro t lle bod7 la aoved . 1 
~ t to ow 1t t he body ccn be oved ~1th-
out a permit, '14 the ,erlDit. procured tror.s 
the looal rcglat~er . here t he do tb occurred , 
betore the body ls burle~ . at a later det e . · 

Rev1aod . tnt~tea iae>~rl lt 2t , &ctlon t044 , ~ro-
v1dea 1n pert ec followa (a s amended , Laws of Mo . 1933 , p . 2?0) : 

"The bo4y ot cny person wboae death occurs 
1n tbe stat e s hall not be • • • removad rro~ 
or into any r £latrat1on 41atr1ct until • 
per m1 t tor burial , rtS~:nal or other t3 1Dl'')si
t1on ahe 11 ~ e been propor l'J 1tHtue ei by the: 
locftl registrar of tbe reg1atret1on dl tr ict 
t n ·h.l~tt t 1a de6.th ocoura . rovtded , no suob 

· r \lt"X)val permit s hal l ,.Je r equir ed \'fhen a dee4 



2. State Board ot Health ot iaaouri . 

bod7 1 re ••4 for tho purpoae ·or prepar1ne 
auoh body toT burial , but no uob b J shall 
be 1nt rred , deposited 1D a •ault or to b , 
~r - ted or othe~l e dlapoa 4 ot until a 
pe lt ao to do h • be n vro rly l 1aued by 
t he looal res1atr 7 ot th res1•~rat1on 41a
tr1ct ln which t ho de tb occ~a . And no auob 
bur1 1 or r o• 1 permit aLall b ia ~e4 by 
anr re latrar un\11 a coopl te nd aatl r otory 
cert1t1oa\o ot de th haa b en filed 1th hi 
ce h re1natter pro•1de6:• 

It l a therefor our opinion that no o•al permit 1a necoeeary 
tor t he r~o al ot a dead body tTo ono re 1•tr tloD dlatrlot 
into noth r tor t he purpose or prep rln auob bo4y ror burial , 
altboush or coura , burial p 1t at be obt 1n d b tore tb 
ultS nato dle oa1t1on or auoh hody on be aade . 

Very truly 70ura. 

D ARD .H . f I L.:;n · 

API' OV. Dr 

(Ac t inc; ) AL 


