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SCHOOLs: 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS; 
TAXES: 

In the event the assessed valuation of real 
or personal property is increased by the 
action of the assessor by ten per cent or 
more over the prior year's valuation and. 
such increase is permitted to stand by the 

action of the county board of equalization and the State Tax 
Commission, it i~ the duty of the various school boards of the 
county to adjust the t~ rates in ac.cordance with and by vir
tue of the provisions of Section 137.~073, RSMo Cum.Supp. 1955. 

September 20, 1956 

Hono~ab1e Ror w.. Mot.lbee 1 Jr. . 
Aasi&tant Proaecuts.ns Atto~Vney 
Rernolcla County · 
CJentervillA 1 JUesour1 

Dear Mr. MoGbee: 
' 

. Jle ... ·· fOI'flnce !iti ft!ad~ .. -.· .. JOUI' jt6quea·t to%' an ott1e1al opinion 
ot thts office,. Which Hq~lt reads ae f:0llow1u . 

"t'he ecbool. b~e .. in R•~olds County set 
theiir levtea. ln ·AJ•tl• The' .·tn(l"aa& 1n 
aeaeaaed:·ValW!i~i.on #.n·lt$po1ds ~ount7 was 
made by the OourdiJ lu.l.seseo~~ fht• a.•e•s• 
ment •as~ ;~t ,eourae, l)a$$d on o · j~p 
cmd val-u•tt~. :at. ot Janttart li · . . ~h Ho.-. 
ever, · the U#.t~,$80:1" ., bt)oks . were not turned 
ov•r to t~e Ci1ttn•1 Cl.erk unt~l sometime in 
lun•·• ttnder t~$e taot;s1 •uet the school 
board.J make .~ .l;~'s b7 \71:t'tue ot the 
above ·at.atute? * * *'· 

Seotion ;1.37.,01.31 fl$MO C'UD'I:.Supp, 1955; to which you ref"Ettl, 
provides u follCt.w~u · · 

"Whenever . th«t ..... ,ted valuation of real 
oro ptn.'$orua.l ·. ~~el1tJ · wJ. thin the county 
has been inol'*e~ttd by ten per cent or more 
ove" tne p~1or fear• s y:a.:tuat~on,, either w 
an Ql'®r ot. the fiJt.ate ~· oomW.e$3-on Qr by 
otber action·, and sueh ·tnoreaee 1$ made 
atter the :ra'te-ot· ·levr has be$n determined 
and 1•~ b1 the c<.n.tnty- ooU.r~,. o1ty oounail, 
sehoo~oard, township boar4p:r. ·other bodies 
le~ a.u1ihor.1sed to m.alce levies, and cer
tified to the eounty clerk, ·~ .. -uoh taxing 
authorities shall imtned1ate1y revise and lower 
the ra.tes of levy to the ex~nt necessary to 



prod.U""e from all taxable property . .Substantially 
the same· amount ot. ta.elil . aa pl?evioU.S17 $Sti• ·. 
mated to w p~4uc&d bu the or1s•l levy.· 
Whe~e the ~ns auth0r1t7· 1$ a schOol ft&...,. 
tnct 1 t shall onl¥ be ftqutved. hereby ·to 
rev1$$ and lowr tho ~tes·· of ·1Q'q. 'be tbe 
estent neoee~ tc produQe trom all tax• 
able. prop$%'t1 subGtant:ta:llJ th& ea.& amotmt 
ot taxes as preVf,ouslw estimated. tO: be p~· ·. 
d:t\;Ced by the Ol'1S.tn.a1 leV7, plus llu.ob . ad~ 
~tional amounts .as may be neoeas~ appro~· 
mat$ly to of'lnt aaic!41atr1et•• H4uo1i1on 

.in .the· app~tlorunent. ot ·state a~1 moneya 
Ciue to· 1 t• ine•a~ec.t valuation. ·'.nhl lower 
rate or levy Jhall then ·be Mce"t.fied 'o 
the county ~lerk and extended ·Uf<m the tax 
books to:t' the current Y•at:• ·The term ':r•te 
ot. levy• as u.sed heretn sh-11 ... 1n¢.lud .. !t oot · 
onl¥ those rates the 't;a.xlng authot»1 ties shall 
be autho:rize4 to le~~1ti ~out a vote, but 
also thOS$.:llateS Wh'1¢b. ~V~ wen. c.r 'tnay be 

. authorized by ·el$4tiOf1E!··fQ~ ·~t?1qna1.o., 
.,ecial pu~o'$.~$~ . No· levy .to1: J)~bl:1rq &®ools 
or librari~s tsllall .be. re®o~4 , ~~~ .. a point 
that would fntitle. thE,m:t . to. ~tt<.r'""'f!:>:te in u ' . ~ . 

· ltat:e tundth. . · • . . . 

School . boards . are ap•citically ·:tnclu~ :tn. th1s section Which 
I?rov1d4S that such bQa:rds shall r$Vi~e . at:ld:. low~~ the rates ot lev-y 
{ eub3eot to the 11m!t·at1oM th$rej;.n contained) to the extent n.eoes• 
s.arw to produce substan:b1all.1 the same amount , or taxes as previous• 
ly estima.ted to be produc$d b~ ~lw .. origi~~ le~ whe~e the. ,$Ssessed 
valuation of real. w p~I'Sonal pr<>perty ·wtth1n the oountr haa been 
increased by ten per c•nt or mo~ ova~. the prior y~u;).r•t valuation 
and such 1net'$&.Se is made· atter the· ·rate ... ot: lev:r has be•n c.ieter• 
mined. Xt should be fut'ther not.e~ .tha~., :said ao.tiol'l. comes into 
operation whex-e ,,the. in.qHase · i.s .. a. r~~ult gf:_ an order of the State 
Tax Commission. or by. other action. · .; . . 

You stat& that 1n the inat:ant eitu.l\tion the 1nerease (which 
we assume amounts to. ten per oen~. or .more over the prior year • s · 
valuation) waa a ~sult of the action ot t}.\e ass$ssor. 

The scJ:l,Qol rates are req~red to .~ f1W;)d in Mat of each year' 
Section 16!h077 ~· RSMq 1949. ('!he asset~sor j,;s requi~ to make up 
the tax books. between the first day .of January a,.'td ~ .. first day 



ot June ot each ,-~, Seotton 137 •. 11,,. RSMo Cum,Supp. 195.51 and. 
Section 137.2115, aDo 1949.} TtMrewt~~ .. ; -. .. tU:'o»•~~¥ v8lua$J.ons 
e.re subJeO:t 'be tne act.ton ett the sta• fu ~aa±(tn :,tli'44h· meet:s 
June 20 ot each rear and .tb$ oountv Jiu~artt~ or equa:u.zatJ.on WhiCh 
nteet on t11e · eeoond Jfo.n4ay ot JUl,J ~ The aqNpte as_aeaae<l 11uua~ 
t1on doea not bfHlOM final t!nt11 it ha$ l'e~e1Ved the a.ttentton ot 
these two bo<ltt·•· lt ¢leU1l ap~~~ tha.t · 8\tOh event ·does not 
OC4Ur 'Until Well after the . time. WMll th• !'&ttts tor BOhOOl p~OHS 
have been £1Mf1· by the var!tllua ·soho-o~ b~s, un~er ·such elro'WII.
st-.nces,. ·we ere of: the opinion tnat an 1neraue ot the assessed 
\l'alua.t1on. ot real or p•r•~nal. property by :'ben per cent or more 
over the prior :rea.:t' • s valuation tU'feeted. b~ tbe aoti.on ot the as• 
aeeeor, wb.!Ch ~l'eaae i# $.UbSeql.aentlY·· appt-ovo~ by tb.e action ot 
tn• State '• Oorntr4•ai.Qn ana th• count:r 'boat-<~ ot equal1eat1on, 
would b~ into ope~tion t~ provi•~ons ot Seotion 137.07)1 
eupra. un~t' Whi~b. a sooool board would be required. to acljllt$t 1 ts 
t~ rate. 

It ia the ¢pinion or ~his ottt~e that ~n the event the as• 
sesa•d. valuation of t'ea.l o:J:? pel"So~al property is increased by 
the aotton of th$ as&~s:&ol" br ten p$t- cent o:r more over the pr.i.or 
year1 s veluatton and $U~l'l increase 1s permitted to stand by the 
action ot ·tM county boat"d ot equali~at1on and 1me ttate Tax Com• 
mission# !t is the duty of the various SQhool boards of the county 
to adJuet their .tax ra:.t&s in accordance . with and by virtue o'£ the. 
pronsions of Section 137.073;t RSMo Oum.Supp. 1955. · 

The t'ol'ego1111£ op:tn~on~ which I hereby Qt)p~ove ~ was prepared 
by my Assistat'lt, Donal D. Guttey .. 

• 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


