
T.AL~TION : Redemption of: delinq_uent property subsequent to the 
second tax sale . 

L 
SepteLber 7, 1936 

Hon . J ohn H. LC'No.t t , 
J ssist ont ::':rosecutine 1\ttorney ' 
St . Louis c~unty, 
Clayton, 1.i~~our1 . 

Det..r Sir : 

This denart~ent '1 C.Knowlede:.es your request I'or an 
opinion under date of .Aut::,ust 26tu, v1herei n you state as 
foll ows: 

·'vur Collector woulu li~e to :~ow 
whet '1er or not t he purch&.ser of 
p1·operty at a tax s::.le ht.. s nny rit:.ht 
to redee~ after he hus defaulteu in 
the payr1ent of t&.xes und t:iiere is a 
second S!.tle . ln other words , can the 
purch~ser Bt the first tax u&le co~e 
in subses uent to the second tcx sale, 
-pay up the taxes and redee.u as act i nst 
t ne second purchaser . 

'•'l'his si tuf.. tion h~ s ar.i. sen here and we 
would appreciat e an opinion froD your 
office . " 

Laws of . Qssouri, 193~ , Section 9956a , page 437, 
s ets out the Lanner of redeeLln~ ~rop erty sold for t axes, 
as foll ows : 

"Tre owner or oc cupant of any land or 
l ot sol d for taxes, or any other per
sons b~vin- en interest therein, r~y 
redeo~ t he sn~e at any time during the 
two years next ensuint , in the follovdng 
man:.1er: By paying to the county col
l ector, for the use of the ~urchaser, 
his heirs or a ssicns , the full s~ ot the 
purchase money named in his cer tifi cate 
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of purchuse a nd a l l t he costs of the 
s .... l e to ·et ~r •1 t h i "lt rest s t the rate 
specified in s uch certificLte, :1ot to 
exc eed ten ,::>ercenturo annually , \,lth t:..ll 
subs e quent taxes which heve been _aid 
trereon by t he ) Urctcser , his heirs or 
a~si (~s, wi t h interest ~~ the r a te of 
ei _·ht ·~ er cent u._ -~r -n~.ur::. ou such 
t~xes subseqaent l y 7ei d , and in addition 
t her et o t~ e person redeeminr any l and 
shLll ~ay the costs incident to entry 
of r~cital or ~ucb ..,..ede:lp tion. tmon 
de-oosi t 'h"i tl- tl"e count:r collecto.,.. ot' the 
a."'.ount necessary to ::-eaee.'" a e herein 
pro~rided , it ~h"'~ ll ~e tl1e duty of the 
countv coll ~ctor to ~Jeil to tre '!Jur
cheser, h1s l-}ei""s n .. , assi~s , at the 
l ast T)ostof""~ce adf' r ess i..f kno·m , nd if 
not cnown , then t 'J the o.d""resQ of tl.~.e 
purch'"' ser s sho,.,m in the recor<l. of the 
c ertifica t e ot· T'urcha s e , n otice of s uch 
... e:-osit 4 ·or rer·e 1 tion . vuch noti ce , 
o1ven ~s herein proviQeu , sh~ll stop 
p&yn;..ent to the purcht. ser, hi s heir s or 
u.ssi(Jls , ot· eny further intere~t o r 
~enalty . ln c 56 the ~~rty p urcnasinb 
stodd la.n<l. , . i s heirs or s ssif,ns , f""ils 
to te.ke ,. tt.. ueed 1 or the l &nu so ..:-lur
ch~ seQ wi~hin six _onths at~or t he 
e:xpi1·ntion of the two yaars next 1'ollow
ln._ the (u. te ot· E<.. lC , no interest s hall 
be ct. r rea or collecteu fro .... t.he re.de.~.-p
tioner e.t t er ttEx.t t i~e . " 

Laut~ or __ issouri , 19J" , beet ion 9957c, !)age 440 , nrov1des 
as fo llows: 

'J.Jvery hol der ot· a C6rti1'ic te o1' ur-
cht se s J"l.all bet·ore bein.L, ent1 tled to 
a;>pl y for deed to ny t.1·ect or lot vf' 
l ana described t' erei n pay all tuxes tha t 
1ave nccruea. thereon since the issuance 
of seid certificate, or r ny pl i or taxes 
t hnt wy remai, due ~nd unpai d on a~id 
pro.,.,erty, and t h e lion ~or ''lhich wes no t 
rore closer:i by s le under whi c h cuch hol tier 
makes de=wnd for reed , and a ny urchaser 
th~t s hall suf~er , sub~equent to~ t o 
becor-e delin~uent nd P. subseouent 
c ertifica te of nurchase to issue on the 
same proper ty inc1uded in hie certifica te, 
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such first uurchas e r oh~ ll for fei t his 
rrgtt s of ~riorlty ther eunder to the-iub
sequent-;urchaser , ~a such su~ecuenr-
purchtiser shall a t t r e t i~e of obt a ining 
hi s certi1"ice.t e redee_ sa id fir s t ce r t ifi 
ca te or ")ur·c11ase out s t u..J.<!i no bj do. .. osi ting 
with t i.e county col lector t ... e fllliou..It of 
s id first certif'l(;atG with intere~t thereon 
to t "!":E.; ..1. te c t· ~ ... ..;.d reu.e ... p t ion 1 .. d t he 
ru .. ount so r,.J.id 1.n re~e ...... ; tion sl:..c;.ll b co ... e 
a part of su.id subsequent cert tticute of 
ourch se a.!ld lru.w in't.erest t the r ute 
s pecified in s~id first certiric~te bat 
not ~o excee~ ten pe1cent ,er ann~ f1·o~ 
t Le d tt.. of _' ... Y"_..ent . ..~~ lei hol""er of ~ 
ct..rtit"ic~te c l" urcha. se per.......l ttin ... e. sub
aec u(;nt. certl::.:ic .... te to isE:re :-;~ th" G ... .::!.e 
pro ert , , E~ , 11, ':>n -otice fro!. t !lc count y 
co llector , £~rrender s-~ d certific~to ot 
put c!L. .... se on )ay-.sr..ent t o hi_. of ,;he re~e. ..... ) tion 
money paiu by the suusc uent :>urcr._ ser . " 

I t is s.>ecific .;;~. ll.~ iroviueu t hat t he first >urchaser ahull 
t or fei t his r i :;ht" of oriori ty to the subseCJ.·J.e'.t.t p urchas er • a nd V·i"e 
a r o t h erefore ot the o-·in!ou t hc t the ~urc:h .... sf.;! at tht.. f i rst t ax 
s a l e can not co._e in subse uont to the s econd t .. x sule , pay up the 
taxes , c nel redee _ !'..S ac;ainst the seco1d p urchu s e r . 

aP:fROVL.J : 

J <.;lfli •• • HvFl!~~ , J r . , 
(hctintJ Ji.ttor ney Crener E..l . 

IUI :HR 

Res~ectfully subt ~tted , 

WH. G .... r. S ~· iYE ... {S , 
As istant Attorney General . 


