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FEDF:EAL S01LDIERS' HOMES: : A woman iG- not· entitled to admission 
DEFINITIQ:NS: : to the Federal Soldiers' Home by 

: virtue of being the mother-in-law 
: of a for.mer serviceman • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 

January 5, 1955 

'liQllot>able li'aPVin lh Mt':Oanl.el. 
Su:pertl,\te.mte•t _ _ _ · -
State Ftd.erl\1 SQl.dter•' Rome 

-of- Mt$sourt -
St~ Jaitte&, Mbsotutt 

Dear $1ttt 

· '~•~ lette%J et De-'Gl11be~ lOt 19$4, l'$quest1q 
an opttU.Q-. Qt this Qtf'toe reads t 

"X W1fih tQ ref'&:P JOU to _M1ssourl Revised. 
ata.tutes l-949,. Section 21.2.14-o, Who May 
Be Af1m1tted. -

"Th!s ta to r•tuest you t~t.a us with 
p Gfttc~el o-p1n.ton with "t&~enc• to the 
above :reterl'ed. tio Statute as follows: 

"• WoUld a _ WOllll4; __ who has_ a son~tn•law • 
who servecil 11t the .l:In1 t~d. &ta1Hl8 Armed 
ien1eea be ent$.tle4 to s.dnlJ.sston to 
thta li-ol'lle $.$ • mother?."" 

Seqtton !la.l4Q, R$MQ 194<11 Wh10h set$ the stan• 
da.rd$ Qf a.<bn,~ssion to the Fede~al. Sol.4let-e t Homes, 
reads aa tol.lowsl 

•*'!'he sol.<l~era a.t).d. sa1l()I'$ who shall be 
<tll~itled_. to ,adm,tss1on .into said hom:e 
t~dll;lf <·o1~l-'l'l' ot th• ete..te of 
M1ssour~1 .-ho ,were.honoJJa'blJ d.ta~harged 
:t'r.0nt th$. $e1JV'!e$ ~t the Untted.Ste.tes, 
and. ~ho · ~r~ ·Jon 1n-d.1gent circumstances,. 
end. t,;L'Om. any <tisab:l.litr, not received 
tn o.n:y illegal act,_ al"e unable to sup• 
port th$Maelvea by manual labor• and 
that the aged mother, wtte or widow of 
such soldler or sailor• and ~ nurses, 
who served with the ar.mtes ot the United 
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States or such ax .. members of the $nrolled 
Missouri m!l1~tiat wha served rtlnett. day~ 
or more 1n the .til.EJ:Ld d.u.ring.the clvil war, 
shall $l.so be entitled to adm.!sslj)l:). ln 
'satd home, provided they be in ·tnd!gent 
'oireumstanees and unable to supp~u.•t them.""' 
,selves by m~al labo:r." 

Your request requires Ufl to determine whether the 
phrase "aged mother * * * of suoh soldier or sailor" 
1nelu<iea mothers-in-law of such former sex-vioem.en. 

In. construing the meaning _of th~ word 'mother" we 
are guided by Section 1,090, RSMo 1949, which reads: 

"Words and phrases shall be take~ 111 
their·plain or ordinary and usual 
sense, but teclmioal words and phrases 
having a pecul1~ and appropriate mean ... 
111g in law shall be u.nde:rstoo4 aooord
tng to their technical import." 

The word "mother'• is not a teob.nioal word, and is 
ordinarily taken to mean ~'tamale parentn. "Mother-in
law" is ordin.tiWily understood to mean the mother of one's · 
spouse. (Black*s Law D1,ct1ollar'yft 4th Edition. Page 1164). 
W& conclude that since the word 'm,other" ia n0t ordinaril:r 
understood to include one's mother-in-law, it was not the 
intention of the. Legislature to include mothers-in-law 
within that category, and that it was not the intention 
·of the Legislature to make $l1g1ble for admission to the 
Home mothers-in-law of for.mer servicemen. 

OOlfCLUSION 

It is, therefore, the opinion of this office that a 
woman is not entitled to admission to the Federal Soldiers• 
Home by·virtue of being the mother-in-law o.f a former ser
viceman._ 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereb1 approve, was 
prepared by my Assistant, Mr. Paul McGhee. 

PMeG:irk 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN lh DALTON 
Attorney General 


