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STATE FEDERAL SQLDIERS' HOME
QF MISSOURI:
APPLICANTS FQR ADMISSION'

Persons may be admitted to the State
Federal Soldiers! Home of Missouri who are
citizens of Missouri and who were soldiers
and sailors honorably discharged from the
gervice of the Unlted States who are in

¢+ indigent circumstances, and who, from any

i disability not received in any illegal

: act are unable to support themselves by

manual labor; the aged mother, wife or

¢ wildow of such gsoldier or sallor; army
April 7, 1955 ¢ nurses who served with the armies of the

: United States; and ex-members of the en-

“n S0 Fe 84 s

: rolled Missouri Militia who served 90
: days or more in the field during the
: civil war.

G 6 S 8 6 BB $ S8 8B E b S0t E SO SSNN NS s

Honerable Marvin H, MoDaniel

Superintendent

- State FPederal Soldiers! Home
of Missouri

Bbt, Jemes,; Missouri

Dear Mr, McDaniels

This will be the gpinlion you requested from
this office for the coristruction #f the meaning
of the terms of Seection 212.140, RSMo 1949, re-
specting the eligibility of persons for admission
to the Btate Federsl Soldlers' Home of Missouri,

Your request reads as follows?

"I wish to make reference to Missouri

Revised Statutes, 1949, Chapter 212,

Soldlers' Home, Bectlion 212,140, Who
" May Be Admitted,

"The Board of Trustees at their regu-
lar meeting on Mareh 9th requeasted
that I communicate with you and re=
guest an opinion with regards to Becw
tion 212.140 concerning a 90 deys
service, The opinion requested is
should this be wartime servide, 1e,
an appllicant desiring admission to
this Home having had more than 90
days wartime serviece with reference
to the above referred te SBtatute,"

Section 212,140 defining the conditlons and cire-
cumstances under which persons may be admitted into
said Homa reads as follows:

"The soldiers and sailors who shall
be entitled to admisgslon into said



Henoréble Marvin H, McDaniel:

home shall be citlzens of the state of mwecon g
Missouri, who were honorably dlscharged
from the service of the United States,

and who are in indigent cireumsbaneas,‘
and from eny disability, not received in
any illegal aect, are unable to support
themselves by manual labor, and that

the aged mother, wife or widow of such
soldier or sailor, and srmy nurses, who
gserved with the armies of the United
States or such ex-members of the enrclled
Missouri militie, who served ninety days
o mors. in the fleld during the civil war,
shall also be entitled to sdmission in
8a1d home, provided they be in indigent
elroumstances and’ unabla to support them=-
881V88 by manual labcr,

It is apparent thet it was the intention ef the ‘
Legislature In énacting saild Section 212,140 to ¢laasify,

and the effect of the terms of &aid sectlon is to group
~persons eliglble to admission in sald Home, into definite

¢lasses, First, the section nemes as a ¢lass the soldiers
and sailors who shpll be entitled to admission inbo said
Home. , They shall be citizens, the section states, of the
State of Missouri, who were honorably dischdarged from the
gervice of the United States, and who are in indigent cir-
cumstances, and who, from any disability not received in
any illegal act, are uneble to support themselves by
manual labor, Second, the section defines, in the singu-
lar, but as another class, the aged mother, wife or widow
of such soldier or sallor. Third, the seétlon proceeds

 to define as a third class of persans eligible for ad-

nission to said Home, army nurses who served with the
armies of the United States. Ahd, fourth, such éxw
members of the enrolled Mismsourl Militia who served
ninety days or more in the field during the eivil war,.

‘are also made eligible to admission to said Home; pro-
vided theéy, the persons named in the se¢ond, third and
fourth ¢lasgses be in indigent circumstances and unable

to support themselves by manual labor. We believe the

‘gsentence in sald section referring to the standard of

eligibility of any of such classes of persons to beé
admitted to said Home as requiring ninety days or mnre



Honorable Marvin H. MoeDanielt

gervice in the fleld during the civil war refers only .
to such ex-members of the enrolled Mlssourl Militla
and does not refer to or inelude persons in any other
groups as sa classified.

The firsﬁ elass of such persons entitled to ad~

‘:f‘mission to sald Home comprises soldiers and sailors

who were honorably discharged from the service of the
United States and who are in indigent circumatances
and who, from any disability not received in any illegsal
act, are ungble bo support themseélves by manual labor,
- Nothing whatever is sald in the section regarding the
period of their service, It would therefore, we belleve,
mean eny service, in any department of the United States
military service., We believe the section as it so de~ -
fines that claass could properly end there with a period, and
p complete class of persons who are eligible for admission

tm seid Home would be conelusively defined, and that by no
reasonable constructlon could it be sald that such persons
in such class would bs requirea to furnish proof that they,
- or any of them, served as & part of their service ninsty
days or more in the £ield during the eivil war, .We do not
believe that the determination of the eligibility of that
olags of persons for admission to sald Home dspends upon
such ninety days service, or the fact that a ninety day
.pericd of service in the fisld was complied with., There
are countlegs numbers of persons who have been in the
military service of the United States who were not in

the fleld even during wertime bubt were assigned to and
-did serve the United S8tates in other military capacities,
such as ordnance department, treining, transportation or
hospitals, or other units of the service of the United
S8tates, Their eligibility for admission to the Home, if
otherwise qualified, would not be affected thereby.

The second group or ¢lass of persons entitled to
admission to said Soldlers' Home is defined in sald
section as tho aged mather; wile, or widow of such soldier
or sellor. Manifestly, no requirement of actuel military
service in any capacity or in any place would be required
of such persons for admission into said Home, Such per=
sons, to be eligible to admission, we believe, would have
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to be in indigent cirecumstances and unable to support
themselves by manual labor., A reasonsble construction
of the terms of the section would be, we believe, that
the aged mother without any other necessity than her
age; or the wife or widow of such soldier or sallor,
regardless of their respective ages, any of whom is in
indigent circumstances and unable to support herself
by manusl labor would be eligible for admission to said
Soldiers' Home. Certainly, the Legislature d4id not ine
tenhd for the section to mean, nor does it mean, that
any such person as an aged mother, or the wife or widow
of & soldier or sailor who had been in the se¥vice of
the United 8tates would be reguired to show that they
had served ninety days or any other perio& in the field.

Third, the saction means, we belleve, describing
the third class of persons ¢ligible to be admitted into
said Home, that it comprises army nurses who served - .
with the armies of the United Btates, We do not think,
nor does any word or sentence in sald section referring
- to this class indicate, that army nurses, in order to
establish eligibllity for admlission to said Home, ave
required to show that they served ninety days or more,
or any other period of time, in the field during the
civll war. The military history of the United States
shows that nurses dld serve in the fleld, but they, too,
in various numbers, also served in hospltals and cone
valescent institutions in which soldlers and sailors
were immates, and many of such nurses nc doubt never
performed any nursing services for the United States

in the field;

Fourth, this fourth and last elass of persons
made eligible by saild section for admission into said
Home refers to and means such former members (ex-members)
of the enrolled Missouri Militia as the persons who, to
bewme eligible, are requlired to have served ninety days
or more in the fileld durlng the civlil war in their serw
vice for the United States, provided they be in indigent
circumstances and unable to support themselves by manual
labor., It should be noted that this requirement is also
made of the first class of soldiers and sailors who have
been in the mllitary service of the United States and
who have been honorably discharged, The same requirement

Ly
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a8 to belng indigent and unable %o support themselves
by manual laboy, we believe, eppearing in the provise
ab the end of the section, includes ell persons in
alasses bwn, tnree and four as we hava cutlined tham.

CONGLUSION

. Itlia, therefaré, the opinion ef‘this offlce thatt
1) Paraans aligibls to admission to the State

Faderal Soldisrs‘ Home of Missouri are soldiers and
sallors who are citizens of the Shtate of Missouri
who were. honerably discharged from the service of the
United B8tates and who are in indigent eircumstanees.
end from eny disability not received in any illegal -

- asct are unable Yo suppart themselves by manual labors

. '2) The aged mother, wife o¥ widow of such soldier
- or sailor, if such persons are in indigent eircumstances
and are unable te suppart thﬁmselves by manual labor;

gy Army nurses who served with the armies of the'
},Uhited States, 1f Indigent and unable to support theme
selves by, manual labors and

. L) Ex-members of the enrolled Missouri Militis
who served ninety days or mors in the fileld during the
civil war, provided they be in indigent eircumstances
- and unable to support themselves by manuvual labor.
The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was
prepared by my Assistant, Mr, George W. Crowlay.

Yours very truly,

JOHN M. DALTON
Attorney General
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