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OLD AGE P~NSIONS : Membe rs of Old Age Assistance Loard 
only entitled to necessary expenses 
actually incurred, not to exceed for 
board and lodging the amount fixed 
by Ol d Age Assistance Division . Not 
to receive over five cents per mile 
for us i ng t heir own car . 

t!arch 13, 1936 

Air . Wm. cClanahan 
Cha i r man County Old Age Assistance Board 
Sullivan County 
k i lan,ll.1ssour1 

Dear ~ir: 

This will acknowledge receip t of your letter 
reques t1nr an opinion from this office , which reads as 
follows : 

"J.otr . Geor e Rinehart, repre• 
s entative of Sullivan ~ounty , 
has inrormed us that members 
of t he Old Age Assistance 
Board are entitled to 10 cts 
per mil e and ~1 . 25 a day f or 
expen ses . 

" ••e have been shortchanged if 
this be true . I have even be en 
out money in making an honest 
effort t o do what is required 
under the law. I will appreciate 
it if you will advise me at once 
how much each member may expect 
to draw under thB law. 

"I am writing for all members 
and thank you f or a reply . ~ 

~eetion 3 of the Ol d Age Assistance Act, Laws of 
.. issouri ,1935 , pa rre 309, provides : 

"In every county there shall be 
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established a County Old Age 
Assista ~ce uoard , to consist of 
thre e persons domic : led l n the 
county, eacn of whom shall have 
been a resident taxpaying citizen 
of the county for a period of f ive 
years prior to his or her appoint­
ment at least one of whom s l•ll 
be a woman, who a 11 be appointed 
by the c ounty court for a term of 
four years , except that of the 
members first appointed , one shall 
be appointed for a term of two 
y~ars, and one for a term of three 
years. Vacancies shall be f lled 
in the same way in wh.ioh the original 
appoi ntment was made . The members 
of the c ounty board shall serve with­
out compensation, except that the 
necessaf8 expenses incurrea-w3IIi 1n 
t he per ormance of their dutres-sha-rl 
be paid to thew.-" 

Sect ton 11405,Revised Statutes ~ssouri 1929, regu­
lates the expense accounts of persons traveling on business 
for the State. Said Secti on reads as f ollows: 

nWhenever any offic ial, employe 
or any other person shall t ravel 
at the public expense of the state 
and is paid or reimbursed from any 
public funds derived from taxes, 
fees, licenses, or in any o t her 
manner pr escribed by law, the pro­
visions herein set forth shall 
govern and no other. 

" (a) ~fore any person shall travel 
at t he public expense as herein pro­
vided, such person shall have from 
the head of the department on whose 
account the travel 1s made a w~itten 
authority stating the nature of the 
duty to be performed and the c ounties 
or places to be visited, provided 
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t hat i n t he ca se of a person whose 
general duties require t r avel i ng a 
general au thority f or on e year may 
be issued statin the general duties 
of such employe . 

11 ( b ) 'l"his written authority shall 
state t he maximum amount per diem t hat 
may be expended for board and lodging. 
1~e head of the department shall fix 
t his amount at a just and reasonable 
figure based upon t he duti e s of the 
person traveling and t he nature of the 
duties to be per for med and the state 
auditor i n audi t i n ·· such an account is 
hereby authorized t o pass unon t~e 
reasonabl eness of the amount allowed 
by t he authority. 

" (c) .oefore any pa ym.snt or reim­
bursement 1s -~ade to a.ny person on 
account of any travelin~ expenses , the 
original wri tten authority provided 
herein shall be filed with t he state 
auditor . All claims for r eimbursement 
shall be sul mitted to t he stat e auditor 
upon a f orm approved by him, whi ch 
f orm shall con t ain tne inf ormation 
her ein provided . It shall be made out 
in dupl icate and the original shall 
be sworn to b~ the person claiming pay­
ment or reimuursement, and the origi na l 
s hall remain i n the fil es of the state 
auditor and the duplicate shall be re­
tained in t he fi l e s of the department 
granting the authority. The f orm shall 
contai n t he followin~ information and 
i n addition such other i nformat ion as 
the state auditor may deem ne ces sary 
and shall be uniform f or a ll departments ; 
Date and place expense was i ncurred . 
If account is for more than one day . it 
shall be itemized showing t he amount 
of each day ' s expense and the pur pose 
r or which each day's exp ~nse was incurred . 
Transportat ion charge , s leeping- car f are . 
l odging and mea l s shall each be s hown as 
separate 1temB nnd the amount for each 
stated . If a ny item of expense exceeds 
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one dollar ( ~1 .00 ), it shall be 
s upported by a sub- voucher or receipt 
si ~ed by the person to whom payment 
was made by the off icial, employe 
or person travel ing at the public 
expense as herein pr ovided and s uch 
sub- voucher or receipt shall show in 
detai l the i nformation requ ired by 
t his section. Also the place and date . 
No off icial, employe or person travel-
ing at t he public expense shall submit 
any voucher or claim for partial pay-
ment or reimbursement on account of 
traveling expenses but such a voucher 
or claim must contain all and every 
expense i n cur red within the time it ?ur­
ports to cover . The oath or affirmation 
of t he official , employe or person travel­
ing a t the public &xpense shall be l n the 
following f orm: 

"I , , do 
solemnly swear, for ar f!rm' the above 
claim is correct and juf t , t hat no 
part of t he same has been paid, 
t hat the expense was necessary t o 
the public ~usiness of t he state , 
that payment was made ou t of per­
sonal funds and t hat I have not 
been reimbu»sed therefor . and I 
have not received and will not re• 
ceive from any source whatever any 
pa~nt of any part ther~of except 
as provided by law. " 

From your letter it appears that you as sume that you 
are en t i t l ed t o a specif ied amount for expense incurred while 
perf'or~ing the duties of your off ice, and also a certain amount 
per mi l e for traveling expense . A reading of the above 
sec tion s will show you t hat this is not true . All that a 
member of the Count y Old Age Assista.nee ooard is ent l tled to 
receive i s t he necessary e:~penses actually incurred by h1a 
whi l e per f orming his duties . 

Sub- sec t i on ( b ) of Se ction 11405, supra, makes i t 
the duty of the head of a department to f i x the amount to 
be e zpended for board and lodging by a person traveling at 
the State ' s expense . J.'he Old ~ge Assistance Division , 
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according to our information, fixed the maximum amount t o 
be expdnded by a member of the County Old Age Assistance 
Board s for meals at one dollar ( 1 . 00) per d~ . In an 
op tni ~n given by this department to Mr . Arthur c. Mueller , 
Prosecuting Attorney, Hermann, ~issouri, under date of 
October 10, 1935, we ruled: 

11 t he members of the County 0 l d 
Age Assistance Board are only 
enti t led to t he n ecessary ex­
penses incurred f or meals while 
performing their duties not to 
exceed the max~ amount f ixed 
by t he Old A~e Assistance Divis ion. " 

A copy of said opinion is herewith inclosed. 

The maximum amount which the auditor's department will 
allow a person traveling at the State's expense in his own car 
is five cents a mile ; this amount has been ~uled hy them to be 
the r easonabl e amount of expense incurred by a person so travel­
ing. 

In view of the above, i t is the opinion of this de­
partment that a member of a County Old Age Assistance Board 
is only entitled to the necessary expenses actually incurred 
by him whil e performing his dut ies . 

I t is our further opinion that the Old Age Assistance 
Divisi on has a right to fix the maximum amount to be expended by 
such members tor meals and lodging , *nd t hat the maximum amount 
which they are entit led to receive for traveling expenses while 
usin~ their own ear is f ive eents per mile . 

APPROV_;D : 

-J OHN 'tl. HOFFMllN , Jr . 
'Kct1ng) Attorney General 

J T : LC 

Yours very truly , 

J . , . TAYLOR 
Assistant At t orney General 


