OLD AGE P~NSIONS: Members of 0ld Age Assistance Loard
only entitled to necessary expenses
actuvally incurred, not to exceed for
board and lodging the amount fixed
by 0ld Age Assistance Division. Not
to receive over five cents per mile
for usinz their own car.

darch 13, 1936

" HlED
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dr, Wm. KcClanahan J

Chalrman County 0ld Age Asslstance Board | —

Sullivan County R

Milan,Missourl

Dear Sirs:

This will acknowlogfo receipt of your letter
requesting an opinion from this office, which reads as
follows:

"ur. Geor-e Rinehart, repre-
sentative of Sullivan County,
haes informed us that members
of the 0ld Age Assistance
Board are entitled to 10 cts
per mile and J1.25 a day for
expenses,

"We have been shortchanged 1f
this be true. I have even been
out money in making an honest
effort to do what 1s required
under the law. I will appreciate
it i1f you will advise me at once
how mmch each member may expect
to draw under the law,

"I am writing for all members
and thank you for a reply. "
Ceection 3 of the Old Age Assistance Act, Laws of
sissouri ,1935, pare 309, provides:

"In every county there shall be
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established a County 01d Age
Asslstance Loard, to consist of

three persons domiciled in the
eounty, eac of whom shall have

been & resident teaxpaying citizen

of the county for a period of five
years prior to his or her appoint-
ment at least one of whom shall

be a woman, who shall be appointed
by the county court for a term of
four years, except that of the
members first appointed, one shall

be appointed for a term of two
years, and one for & term of three
years, Vacancles shall be f1lled

in the same way in which the original
appointment was made., The members

of the county board shall serve with-
out compensation, exeept that the
necessary expenses incurred while in

tle performance of thelr duties shall
Boyatd T thek. toe

Sectlion 11405,Revised Statutes iissourl 1929, regu-
lates the expense accounts of persons traveling on business
for the State. Sald Sectlon reads as follows:

"Whenever any officilal, employe

or any other person shall travel
at the public expense of the state
end is pald or reimbursed from any
publiec funds derived from taxes,
fees, licenses, or in any other
manner prescribed by law, the pro-
visions herein set forth shall
govern and no other,

"(a) cefore any person shall travel
at the public expense as herein pro-
vided, such person shall have from
the head of the department on whose
account the travel 1s made a wikitten
authority stating the nature of the
duty to be performed end the counties
or pleces to be visited, provided
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that in the case of & person whose
general dutles require traveling a
general authority for one year may
be 1ssued statin; the general duties
of such employe.

"(b) This written authority shall
state the maximum amount per diem that
may be expended for board and lodging.
The head of the department shall fix
this amount at a just and reasonsable
figure based upon the dutlies of the
person traveling and the nature of the
dutles to be performed and the state
auditor in avditins such an account 1s
hereby authorized to pass upon the
reasonableness of the amount allowed
by the authority.

"(c) osefore any payment or reim-
bursement 1s made to any person om
account of any travelin: expenses, the
original written authority provided
herein shall be filed with the state
auditor. All claims for reimbursement
shall be suimitted to the state auditor
upon a form approved by him, which

form shall contaln the information
herein provided. It shall be made out
in duplicate and the original shall

be sworn to by the person claiming pay-
ment or reimbursement, and the original
shall remain in the files of the state
auditor and the duplicate shall be re-
tained In the flles of the department
granting the authority. The form shall
contain the following information and

in addition such other Iinformation as

the state auvditor may deem necessary

and shall be uniform for all departments;
Date and place expense was Iincurred.

If account 1s for more than one day, it
shall be itemized showing the amount

of each day's expense and the purpose
for which cach day's exp- nse was Incurred.
Transportation charge, sleeping-car fare,
lodging and meals shall each be shown as
separate 1teoms and the amount for each
stated. If any item of expense exceeds
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one dollar ($1.00), it shall be

supported by a sube-voucher or recelipt

sl ned by the person to whom payment

was made by the official, employe

or person traveling at the publie

expense as herein provided and such
sub=voucher or recéeipt shall show in
detall the Iinformation required by

this section.Also the place and date,

No officlal, employe or person travel=-
ing at the public expense shall submit
any voucher or claim for partial pay-
ment or reimbursement on account of
traveling expenses but such a voucher

or claim must contaln all and eve

expense incurred within the time 1t pur-
ports to cover. The oath or affirmation
of the official, employe or person travel-
in% at the public expense shall be In the
following forms

"I, » do
golemmly swear,'or alflirm! Gthe avbove
claim 18 correet and just, thet no
pert of the same has been paid,

that the expense was necessary to
the public business of the state,
that payment was made out of per-
sonal funds and that I have not

been relmbupsed therecfor, and I
have not recelived and will not re=-
ceive from any source whatever any
payment of any part thersof exeept
as provided by law. "

From your letter 1t appears that you sssume that you
are entitled to a specified amount for expense incurred while
performing the duties of your office, and also a certain amount
per mile for traveling expenmse, A reading of the above
sections will show you that this is not true. All that a
member of the County 0ld Age Assistance Soard 1s entitled to
receive 1s the necessary expenses actually incurred by him
while performing his duties.

- Sub=-seetlion (b) of Seetion 11405, supra, makes 1t
the duty of the head of a department to fix the amount to
be ezpended for board and lodgling by a person traveling at
the State's expense. The 0l1d Age Assistance Division,
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_ according to our information, flixed the maximum amount te
be expended by a member of the County Old Age Assistance
Boards for meals at one dollar (£1.00) per dsy. In an
opinion given by this depsrtment to Mr, Arthur C. Mumeller,

Prosecuting Attorney, Hermann, Missouri, under date of
October 10, 1935, we ruled:

“"the members of the County 0ld

Age Assistance Board are only
entitled to the necessary ex-
penses incurred for msals while
performing their duties not to
exceed the maximum amount {ixed

by the 0ld Age Asslistance Division,"

A copy of sald opinion is herewith Inclosed,

The maximum amount which the suditor's department will
allow a perscn traveling at the Ctate's expense in hls own car
is five cents a mile; this amount has been ruled by them to be

the reasonable amount of expense incurred by a person so travele-
1ng .

In view of the above, 1t 1s the opinion of this de-
partment that a member of a County 0ld Age Assistance Board

is only entitled to the necessary expenses actually Incurred
by him while performing his dutles.

It 1s our further opinion that the 0Old Age Assistance
Division has a right to fix the maximum amount to be expended by
such members for meals and lodging, #ind that the meximum amount
which they are entitled to receive for traveling expenses while
usins their own car is five cents per mlle,

Yours very truly,

Je ne TAYLOR
Assistant Attorney General

APPROVEDs:

JOHN W, HOFFMAN, Jr.
(Aettng) Attorney General

JuTLC




