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COSTS : The costs incurred in a criminal ca[9 on 

change of venue are payable by the county 
CHANGE OF VENUE : in whtch the proceedings orip,inated. 
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March 11 , 1953 

t•r . r•rank t·: . l'ay 
Prosecuting Attorney 
~t . Franco ~ s County 
FnrrJint:;ton , Mia souri 

Dear Sir : 

VIe r .Jndar horo1.i th our opinion based upon your 
re~u~st of l~rch 5, 19 ~3 , ~ ich request iD stated as 
follows : 

" Al thour:h Section 550 . 260 of the Revised 
r. tn tutcs of 1f ,,souri for 1949 1 Para­
graph 2 m d 3 eoor:1 to r:1e to be too 
cl,.,o.r for any r j sunforst~ndinc;, soco 
of the Coun t"<J '1.1r _ asurers of other 
counties k;op roturning fee bills to 
our County Tr easur er for payment and 
rocorcllng, tvbm such foo bills 
oricinated in tho other counties in 
criminal castle that ho.vo core to 
t:1is county on chanr:e s of venue . 

"I l"Oul d an":>reciate o. formal opinion 
from your office lhjch our Tr easurer 
cfln use to r ido his future dispositions 
of these fee bills . " 

J . C. J 'illiSEN zxz.xzxzx.z 

Your l etter indicates that you nnd t r e county tron­
surer of St . - rancois County cor ceive ~ection 5~0 . ?60 , 
11Slwo 191~9 , to b<' the at a tuto control ling the payment of 
costs incurred after a chnnge of vonue is r,rantod the 
def~ndant in r criMinal case . 

\' e b liovo tho.t ~ actions 550 .120 and 550 .130 , ~f .. o 



Hr . Frank ' 1. May 

1949, are t ho controll i ng statutes . These sections read: 

n550 .120 . Costs in chance of venue . -
In any crininal cause in th'f'Ch a 
clwn e of venue is taken fron one 
county to any other county , for any 
of t l e causes mentioned in existing 
l aws , and whenever a prisoner shal l , 
for any cause , be confined in the 
jail of one county for an offense 
cow.i tted in another county, and in 
which costs are liabl e tole paid out 
of a county tr~asury, s uch costs shall 
be tiid by tho coun!\ In1ihi ch the In-
die ent was-or!glna l j'found or-tbe­
proceed!n~wero originally Instituted; 
and in al cases where fines are i oposed 
upon conviction und~ such indictments 
or prosecutions, or penalties or for-
feitures of penal bonds in cr1mina1 
cases , are collected, by civil action 
or otherwise , payRbl e to the county , 
such fines , penalties and forfeitures 
shnll be paid i n to the tr~~ sury of the 
county ~ here such indictrn~nt was origi-
nally found or such pros ecution orir,i -
nally institut~d, for t he benefit of 
t .1e public school f und of t he county . " 

(Emphasi s ours.) 

"550 .130 . Judce and prosecuting attorney 
to certify cost h'I'IY. - ~he bill of 
costs In any ca s-;-&s provi ded fo r in 
sect ion 550 . 120 , shall be certified to 
by t he judce and prosecuting attorney, 
as now provi ded by l aw, and shall be 
presented t o t he county court In E!ch 
thB lndlctm-en~os or iginally fOund , 
or proceedin£S InSt ituted, and shal l 
thereupon be paid ~ if the-cause had 
been t ri ed or otherwise d!3posed of 
In s a id e ouiitz. -

(Emphnsis ours .) 

COllCLUSION 

It is t he opinion of t his office , based upon the f ore-
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going statute s , tha t t he costs incurred 1n a c riminal case 
on cha ne;e of venue aro payable by the county i n which the 
proceedines oripi nat ed. 

The fororo1ng opi nion, which I hereby approve , was pre­
pared by my as s istant, f!r . w. Don JCennedy . 

11 : lrt 

Respectfully submitted, 

J OHU 1f. DALTON 
Attorney Coner a l 
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