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Tl~s is to acknowlodce receipt of your letter of 
Aucust 20th, 1943, 1n \hlch you roq\lest the opinL>n of 
t his depart_tont. Your letter 1s as follows: 

"Am ask ing for information, regardins 
a deputy I ha vo, who is nlnoteen years 
or nge. 

"Some on e ho.s brought up the question 
ns to the legality of her signing instru­
monts for me, which aro b rought in for 
recording . 

" lould appreciat e your opinion of thi s 
matter, ~~ A- * .r ::· ~ :.< * :.:- w ~ .... :.· .,. Jo ~" 

From your letter it appears t luat you des1ro to know 
Ythother or not t h e acts of your deputy, who is ninete"4tn 
years of a ge, arc legal and binding . e understand that 
your deputy ~ been duly a ppointed by you , as such deputy, 
and t hat the appointment has been ap .. ..roved by the court or 
by ~1e judgo in vacation. 

Ray County, by t he last decennial census, has a popula­
tion of 18 , 584, and, under Section 13147, R. e. ~o . 1939 , as 
amonded by tho Laws of :.issouri 1941 , at paee 525, there is 
created an office of recorder in eaCh county 1n the state 
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con taininG 19, 00J ix.-'1-J.:l.'bitc.li;J or n-.>re# \:: • .:.cl. offlco S:Ulll 
be styled "the of fl ee of the :-ecordor of' do &.is . " It is 
provided by !:.octlon 13l~:J , .~ . ::.. • ..v . 1:.3., , o.o a:. :c.t...J.od. b y 
t he Laws of h issourl 1941 , o.t page 525, as follows: 

"The c l erks of t he circuit courts shal l 
be ex offi cio recorders 1n. their res.Jec­
t1ve co~~ties 1 exce~t 1n counties con­
ta1n1ne 19 1 000 inhabitants or more ." 

Thor~!'ore, your office falls under that c lasa1f1cat1on and 
1:3 deslgnatea as 11 circult oler.u. and ex off'lc1o recoroer of 
deeds." 

Under Article 1, Chapter 92 , n. S . l .• o . 1939 , t he arti c l e 
portalnlll( to clera s of courts of rocord, we f ~d Section 
13290 , wl~ich providos ao f'ollowo . 

" 'Ncry c ler k mo.y e.ppo.int v 1e Ol" I.1oro 
de-::mt-1~s, to b e e.pprJved by t'..o ju1e;e 
or jud,ses , or 11 mnj or·ty of them in 
ve.c '1 t to~ , or b~ t~e co· Irt, who shall 
be o.t lea:Jt seven teen ; earo or o.go a11d 
'1ave all ot '1er que.l.:.f' .:.cat:::,.;.o of tLolr 
pr incl..;>a l s and ttl'..:e tllO li ...... o .;ut:l, ru d 
.-.a-:; ~"l the 1a: o of thoir pr 1-ncipa.:o 
"'X>rforr.t the duties of clo1•k; but o.ll 
clerlrn tt.."'1d t : .. cll" o·u-et ~es o:1&11 be 
responsible for t e conduct of' their 
deputios ." 

Under this sectlon you arl! tl"lt horized and e.~.npowared to np­
point as y our de~uty a porson at leant seventeen years of 
age who bas all o£ the other qualifications which are ~eces­
snr>y for you to have as c1rcu~t cler.c. 

I t ls, therc!'ore , our opinion that the acts of yollr dep­
uty, who 1s nino to en :, ears of a ge and who possesses all of 
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t:le ot;lcl" qual.i1':co.t1 :mo \'1:1icll :;ou , as c i rc...tl t clor .. ~, 
possess, and \7hoso n1;>polntmont has been a ..:.)proved by t ho · 
j .. 1dc e or b~- tlle court of the c-ircul t in \flic~1 Rny 0ounty 
is no\7 si tuo.te , o.ro vo.::.. :d a. d .. Jindi.'lC ln al::!. res . octs . 

Rospectfully sul»:Uttod, 

c J mLr. R. ...t;.\J:.. 'l"x 
Asoistant Attorney-Go~oral 
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