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Mr. J. E. Matthews. Director 
Department o£ Penal Inati tutiona 
Jef£eraon City, Missouri 

Dear 141'. Mat thews a 

We are in receipt o£ your letter of June 16th, 
together with attached corres pondence. Your letter is 
as followsa 

"Attached ia a copy ot a letter from 
Mr. R. E. St one. Superintendent o£ 
the Missouri Training School tor Boya, 
Boonville. a copy o£ ur. Stone's let
ter to Ur s . Vernia Goff Bryson, who 
is evidently a Juvenile Officer 1n 
Jasper County. and a copy of Ura. Bry
son's letter to Mr. Stone, relative to 
the case ot irmia te Lawson Fanning, an 
i nmate at the !~ 1ssour1 Training School 
recently received fran Jasper County, 
who had a fractured leg when he waa re
ceived at the Institution. 

I ao aend~ copies of these l etters and 
I think t h ey rully explain the apprehen
sion, injury received by t his boy and how 
it was handled, however, the question ia 
whether or no t the coat of hospitali&ation 
and medical services requir ed on this b~y 'a 
leg should be borne by the Missouri Traln
i ng School or by Jasper County. 

We have authorized ou.r Superintendent to 
gi ve this boy all of the medical attention 
necessary since the I nstitution received 
bin in this conditi on. However, we be• 
lieve the c os t ahould be borne by Jasper 
County and would appreciate receiviDf an 
opinion from you covering this case. 

I 



Mr. J. E. Matthew• June 20. 1939 

For a ruller sta tement of the facta. we set out ~r. 
Stone' a letter ad.dresaed to you under date of June 12th, 
as followsa 

•r am a ttaching copies of correapon4enoe 
concerning Lawaon Fanning, beca'l.Ule I think 
a legal qaestion ia i nvolved here that 
needa i nterpretation and instruction tor 
us f or fUture guidance. 

As I ge t the story, this boy came into 
t.f1saour1 .from Epeka Springs., APkana&<a. 
and stole a car . He was in cuetody on1y 
a few days when ·he was sentenced. t o thia 
acbool, and regardlea• of the taot that 
the boy•a sta tement diaagr•e• with that 
ot Mrs. Bryson• a, the fact remaina, never
theless, the boy's leg waa rractured while 
in Jasper County. It may be the phya1c1an 
there waa eonac1ent1oua in hia examination, 
but on the taoe of it it doean•t appear to 
have been a thorough one. To me 1 t looka 
like a case of panning o~f to the State of 
J41asour1 a subject of Arkanaaa, and that 
Jasper County ia attempting to avoid the 
expense. The condition ot the boy•a ankle 
1s such that we authorized Dr. Ylinn to ma~ 
the correction_ and the $150 approximate 
expense reter Ped to, provided Dr. Winn re
ceives a small surgical tee. T.bia, ot 
oourae. wi.ll be eliminated if the State 
bears the expense. 

We have had a few similar inatanoea ot 
thla. but nothing of such serio:uaneaa. 
But 1 t woul.d be well it a ruling couJ.d be 
set up ao it would dlapell an7 arguments 
as to whose re.spona1bLlity it ia. Will 
you please therefore advise us as quickly 
aa posaibl• how we are to prooeed on thia 
and stmi lar ma~tera." 
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Mr. J. E. Uatthews -3- June 20, 1939 

Your •question ia whether or not the coat o~ hosp1-
taliza tion and medical service• required on this boy's 
leg should be borne by tna ~issouri Training School Qr 
by Jaaper County.• 

Section 8358, R. S. l o . 1929, provides that eacn 
cOWlty in the state is to make certain payments to the 
State Pris'on Board f or each person caaDitted to the 
M1asouri Training School for Boya, in part _aa followsa 

•There shall be paid to the State 
Prison Board the sum of fifteen dol
lars per month for the support, main• 
tenance, Glothing and all other ex
Renaea of each peri'Oii c~ to 
a8ld reformatory, fran the time o~ hia 
reception into said inatitution until 
his discharge theretroma • * *• • 

•&xpena.e'' is defined as •the laying out or expellding 
ot money or ot her resouroea" . (Standard Diet.) See also, 
12 ~ & Eng. Enc7 • . (2d Ed.) 394. 

To deter.m1ne whether the general worda •all other 
expenses• would include neeeaaary medicine and t~o eervicea 
ot a p~sician, we muat reaort to the rule o~ "ejuadem 
generia which is stated in the oaae ot Puritan Phatma• 
oudical ~o. v. Pennaylvania Railroad Co., 77 s. w. (id) 
506, 230 Mo. App. 846, to bea 

•that, where general words in a atatute 
follow apeoltio worda, designating ape• 
cial things, the general worda will be 
considered as applicable only to things 
of the same general character as thoae · 
which are specified.• 

The spec1t1o worda in the statute are •support, mai n• 
tenance and clothing•. 

In the case of Eaatland v. W1111ama Estate. 46 &. w. 
(Texas Civ. App.} •1a, 1. c. ~5. the court saida 



Mr . J. E. Matthews June so. ;1.93.9 

•we think that neceaaary medicines and 
the services ot a physician 1n sickneaa 
ahould be classed under the head ot •main
tenance• . See Webat. Int. Diet. , Black 
Law Diet. , and And. Law Diet. •uaintain', 
' Maintenance• . a 

Applying ~e toregoing rule of ejusdem generis, it 
is evident that the pa,ment required ot the county court 
to the prison board for each person sent to the r eformatory 
includes med.ioine and the services o£ a physician. We are 
theref or e ot the op1n1o~ that the coat of boapitaliaatlon 
and c edi cal expenses required on the boy' a leg should be 
borne by the Uisaouri Training School and not by Jasper 
CoWlty. 

Reapeottully aubcitted, 

HAX WASSERMAN 
Assistant Attorney Gener al 

APPROVED: 

J. E . TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorney General 


