
-:OUNTY COURTS: 
COUNTY FAIRS -
PURCH~SE OF LANDS , ERECTION 

County Court may purchase lands, erect 
buildings and appropriate public funds 
to county fair associations by following 
the procedure set out in Section 12490, 
RSMo 1929 , and Sections 12508 and 12509 , 
Laws of Missouri 1931, page 133. 

OF BUILDINGS AND APPROPRIATIONS 
OF MONEY FOR: 

September l& , 11138 1 I I 1 

Honorable Edward V. Lou.g 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Pike Countr 
Bowling Green, Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

In compltanoe With your telephone conYeraa­
tion, we are submitting an opinion on tlle follOwing 
queat1ona: 

"1. Whether or not the· County 
Court ot . Plke County has pawer 
to uae tunda to purchase land 
an~ to construct butld~a 
thereon to be uaed tor tair 
pu.rpoHa. 

. . 
2. Doea the County Court haYe the 

au\horltr to •&ke a contribution 
01lt ·ot county tuada to a non­
profit corporation engaged i n hold­
lag and operating fairs?" 

In approachiag J'OU!' queatlOD, we are not umnind­
tul ot the limitation ot the powers ot the county courts 
when they are performing public dutlea. 

In the case ot Bayleaa y . Gibba ,. 1~1 Mo • .4:92, 
1 .. c. 501 • in apeakSq o~ t 'he 11m1 tat. ion• ot auc.b. powra • 
the court aald& 

"Thia court,.. in numerous caaes,.. haa 
re~eatedly held , ~hat the county courta 
ot the reapeotiye counties ot the State 
are uot the general agenta ot the 
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regulations and b7-laws ot the 
society: Provided turther, that in 
all cooties in this state haviq 
aevent7 thousand iD.habitants or more, 
the county court or such county ,a7 , 
it it be deemed expedient, appropriate 
out or the county treasury, tor the 
benefit or any such societr, a aum 
not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
to be uaed as in thia section above 
set out, or in ~.7 other manaer that 
aaid board ot dil ectora may deem beet." 

By this section the court is only authorized to 
appropriate a aum not exceeding three hundred dollars to 
the fair asaoclat1ons named therein. No authority ia 
granted by this section to purchase land or to erect 
buildings tor such aasociat1ona. 

Howver • by Sectiona 12508 and 12~09 • Laws of 
Missouri, 19Sl , page 133, the count7 courts are given 
more authorit7 in respect to aiding tair association• 
than is given by Section 12~90, supra. These section• 
are as tollowa: 

"Seo. 12501. That in all counties of 
this state in which the conatitutlon.al 
limit ia not levied tor county purposes, 
it ahal~ be the duty ot the county 
court, upon the tiling ot a petition 
aigned by not leas than 300 resident 
taxpayer• and qual1fied electors ot 
such couat7·1 to call an election to 
submit to the qualified voters thereof, 
a special levy ot not more than two milla 
and not less than one-third mill on the 
dollar ( $1.00 ) valuatio~. which le~, to­
gether with all other levies tor count7 
purposes, shall not exceed the constitu­
tional limit ot leTT tor the county 
atteoted, tor the purpose ot encouraging, 
promoting and improving the 11ve stock, 
pou.ltry • agricultural, horticultural , 
mechanical tabrios and tine arta, producta 
and articles ot dODteatio industry, and the 
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eUib1t1oa ot such ·stock. poultrr 
articles and COIIIDOd1t1es, at the district 
or county ta1J> held in such county. 11' 
a maJority or the voters Toting at said 
eleot1on shall be 1n taTor ot such proposi­
tion. then 1t shall be the duty or the 
oounty court au ita ne%t regular ter.m there­
arter to make sald le-yy, one-aalt ot which 
leYy shall be set aside by the eounty 
court and distributed ratably to the ex­
hibitors ot the oldest district or county 
tair held in said county. tor the purpose 
ot paying premiums to exhibitors ot the 
articles and commodities tn sections · 
12508 to 12.512., tnelus1Te; t he other one­
halt ot which leTf mar. 1n the ~Udgment 
and d1acre,1on ot the court, be· used tor 
the purpose ot purchasing ground a and/ or 
erecting suitable building for such talr 
purposes; but it grollllda. tor satd pur-
poses are owned by the coUDt:V, or be 
lease~ or· otherwise secure~ ·Or obtained 
to.r such uses., then such o-ther one-halt 
ot such tunda may be used by the court in 
ereotlq suO'h building; and it it be the 
discretion and J•cl8JD8nt or the court that 
saicl other one- halt ot said leq be not 
uaed tor such groUJlds or buildinss, then 
the wnole ot the levy may be used tor pay­
ing auoJl premiums: Prov1cled, howenr, that 
i f auoh petition for such ~ election aak 
that one-A&lt of such leTy be deyote4 to 
the acquiring of such lands ud/or erecting 
ot such buildings. then tbe proposition 
submi t~ed shal.l contain prOTiaion tor such 
deyotion: and if suoh maJority fayor suoh 
propos1~1on. then it shall be th• duty ot 
said court ao to expend and uae the proceeds 
ot such one-halt ot said J.eYJ'. The surplus 
reaalning out ot the proceed• of aDJ leTT 
made under sections 12508 to 12512, · 1n­
olu.s1 Te • in an7' year • shall in th• haJJ.da 
of t.he county treasurer oonstitut• a f\m4 
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tor the purposes or sections 12508 to 
12512, inclusive , and Bay be used either 
as premiums offered or advertising to~ 
exhibits to be made under any provia1oa 
or sections 12508 to 12512 , inclusive. " 

"Sec. 12509. It shall also be the duty 
ot the county court in every such county 
to apportion t he procoeds or the levy 
made pursuant to section 12508 hereof, 
and in accordance lvit h the provisions 
of said section 12508, among the several 
objects and subjects in said section 
12508 mentioned, and t o otter suitable 
premiums in each class thereof' to the 
fu11 amount available trom said leTJ. 
All such premiums shal.l be of'tered tor 
exhibits made at t he largest and oldest · 
public fair held in such county, such 
exhibits shall be in place a t such tair 
a t least t rrenty- four hours before the 
opening thereof to t he public, and remain 
in place until midnight or the last day 
of such fair. " 

BY this section, one-halt ot t he levy authorized ia 
to be used to pay premiums ot the fair and the other one­
half t or purchasing ounds and/or erecti ng suitable build­
ings . However, it the county owns, leases or otherwise 
obtai ns lands suitable for fair purposes , t hen it may use 
said one-half or the tax t or the erecting or buildings tor 
fair purposes. This section makes it discretionary with 
t he county court whether or not i t will use one- halt o~ 
t he l•TT tor grounds and/ or erecting buildings unless the 
petition tor the submission ot the proposition to vote the 
l eYY. provides that one- halt ot said leTY be used tor landa 
and/or the erection or buildings , in whiou case t he county 
court must use one- half of the levy tor lands and/or 
erecting buildings . 

, 
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CONCLUSIOB 

From the foregoing, we are of the opinion that the 
couaty court may appropriate money tram aTailable tunds ill 
the county treaa~ not exceeding three hundred dollara 
in any oue year tor the premiUllls or to be expended tor 
prem1WDs, to be known aa " county premiUJDs." Suoh 
appropriation ellould be made to the board of direct-ora or 
other proper officials ot the fair organization named in 
said section 124~0. supra. 

We are turther ot the opinion that by the prOTiaioaa 
ot said Sectiona 1.2508 and· l2~0i, Laws of Missouri, 1~31, 
page 133, t.he county court may uae one-halt ot the leTT 
authoriz~d by said sections to buy lands and to erect build­
ings thereou unless the petition tor the election authoriz­
ing such leTY requires that one-halt ot same be used toz 
acquiring tair srouada and/or erecting bui ldings. in which 
case the county court muat use said portion ot the leTT 
tor landa and/or erecting buildings. e are turther ot 
the opinion that one- halt ot the leTY and any money• no• 
uaed tor said laDds and/or erecting buildings should be set 
aside and distributed by the countr court to the oldest 
exhibitors of the county or district fair to pay the 
premiums designated b7 said section. Only the moneys deriTed 
from the levy author-ized by said Section 12508, Laws of 
Mi ssouri, 1931 . page 133, may be used tor the purposes set 
out in said section, and no part of the leTT authorized tor 
current count7 expenaea may be expended for tair ground• 
and/or buildings tor a fair. 

Respectf ully submitted 

TYRE W. BURTON 
Aaaistant Attorney General 

APPROVED: 

: . 'E. TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorne7 General 


