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LINCOLN UNIVERSITY: STATE UNIVERSIT¥: Member of Board
of Curators who is editor
of and stockholder in
L“ newspaper may distribute
2 p— rotogravure section
' { advertising university
wi thout compensation to the
distributing paper.
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board of Curators

Lincoln Universlty - S
Jefferson City, Mlssouri ,,Hx_){}

._—‘:’y
Dear Sirs: rd

This Department acknowledpges rece Ipt of jyour
latter dated August 5, 1933, as follows:

"The coard of Curators of Lincoln
Universi ty desires to publish a
Hotogravure Sectlon advertising
Lincoln University in an effort
to increase the enroliment at

the schoole.

The publisher of the Rotogravure
pleans Lo distribute the Rotogravure
Section through the papers of the
State without charge except for
the cost of stuffing and mailing.

Would the EKansas City American

be elliglble to participate in the
distribution of this materisl on
the same basis as the other news=
papers of the State In view of the
fact that Dr, VW, J. Thompkins, a
member of the voard of Curstors,

is also the editor and a membeyry
of the corporation which publishes
the Kansas City Americen? In other
words, would such participation on
the part of the Kansas City
Americean be In violation of Seetion
9654 R. S, 1919 or any other statute
bearing on this matter?

Your opinion and ruling in this
matter w!ll be appreciated."”




voard of Curators - August 1 , 1633

As wo understand your letter the voard of Curators
of Lincoln University intend to have published a rotogravure
section for the purpose of advertising: the merits of Lincoln
University to the end that the enrollment in the school may
be Iincroased. We further understand that such rotogravure
section is not to be published by the Kansas Clty Ameriecan,
We further understand that as and when published the roto=
gravure section is to be distributed to readers through the
newspapers of thie state and that there will be no charge
for the distribution of such rotogravure section by the news-
papers so distributing the same, except the distributing
newspapers will pay the cost of stufiing and meiling the
section po that whatever compensation is peld on account of
the rotogravure section willl be paid to the putlisher of ssme
and not to the newspapers making distribution thereof,

Section 9654 Revised Statutes of Missourli 1929,
reads as follows:

"If any member of the board of
curators, president, professor,
teacher or other officer or
employe of the state university
shall be direetly or Indirectly
interested in any contract for
furnishin: supplies for saild
unIveraﬂ:- or any of tho doprhuntl
tho rao.t » 1n an

ox sa E

- vo t:,y or %ﬁa‘r t
or ommntll— 5@ §
or fenci tne sae sane, or sa

curators, or any one of them, or
the president or any professor,
teacher or other officer or employe
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scliool furni‘ure ratus
3:0?1,11&:?_[ charts or uét‘fgr%'_’x

wniversity or any .
department thereoi, such person or
persons shall be deemed gullty of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction be
fined not less than two hundred
dollers or imprisoned in the county
jail where said offense 1s committed
not less than three =on‘hs, or
both such fine and Imprisonment,




doard of Curators -3 August 14, 1933

e can not find that the loregoing section has
been construed by any of the courts of this state.

4 member of the veoard of Curators of Lincoln
University by the above section 1s prohibited from being
directly or indirectly interested in any contract for fure
nishing supplies for the university or any of its departments,

He 18 also forvidden to Le directly or Ilndirectly interested
in a contract for any work to be done upon any of the builde
ings of the unlversity or repalring the seame or ornamenting the
thereof or fencing such  rounds and such member 1is
further prohiblited from keepin: for sale or being interested in,
directly or indirectly, the sale of any schoocl furniture or
apparatus, books, maps, charts or statlonery used in such unlivere-
sity or any department thereof,. The distribution of the roto=-
gravure section, as detalled in your letter, would not be
furnishing suppllies for the university nor would it be work done
upon any of the bulldings of the university or repairing same,
nor ornamenting the grounds of the university or fene such
grounds, nor would it be the keeping for sale or being interested
in, directly or indirectly, the sale of any school furniture or
other school eguipment.

The plan cutlined in your letter does not come within
any of the prohiblted acts or contracts mentioned in Seetlon
9654,and we are of the opinion that the distribution by the
Kansas City American of the rotograevure section mentioned in
your letter, and as above outlined would not be a violation of
Seection 9654 Revised Statutes of iissouri 1929, or any other
statute, by a member of the .oard of Curators of Lincoln Univere
sity who 12 sleso the editor of and a stockholder in the corporation
pubtlishing the Kansas City american,

Very truly yours,

GLILERT LA WS
Assistant Attorney General,

APPROVEDS

ROY MeKITTRICK

Attorney Gemeral.
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