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You recently requested t h is departnent to def ine 
what 1s ~eant by a bona fide taxpayer , as contained in 
&ect ion 6150, Revised Statutes iesouri 1929 . 

The section referred to in your inquiry , namely , 
. ec t ton 6150, Revised Statutes ... :issouri 1929 , is o.o fo1-
lo . s : 

"No person shall be deemed 
e ligi t l e to any off ice in 
t he ci ty unless he 1s a qualified 
~oter of eatd ci ty , a c i tizen of 
the United States and of the 
at~to of .is sour 1 , a resident of 
t he c ity at least one year next 
precedln~ his e l ect ion or appo1nt
m'nt, and a bona f ide taxpayer 
of f'Uch ctty :'or at l east two 
y~ars ne x t precedin~ hts election 
or appoin~ent . 11 

The Latin words "bona f ide" mean ~ood f aith. 

In the case of !:> tephen s v . Union uraded ~chool 
...-!strict 275 .t>ac . 1056, the Tlords "bona I ide" are def ined 
as equivalent to honestly . 

As to the term "taxpayer .. it is defined in the 
case of Cast·llo v . State Highway Com.,ission 312 .Ao . 244 , 
as ~ o11owsz 

nA t axpayer is a person charge
a ble with tax ; a person ownl.ng 
property in the state subject 
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to t axation a r.d on which he 
r egul a rly oays t axes ." 

\, e bs ter • a In terna t lonal Die tionary def ines t axpayer as 

"One who pays a taxJ" 

It is f urt her de f ined as 

" one who pays any tax or 
who is liable f or the pay
ment of any tax." 

In the case of State v . Fasse 71 s . \:. 1~ c . 
745 , the St. Louis Court of Appeals de f ine s a taxpayer 
a s a "person owning property in t he state subjec t to 
taxation and on which he r egularly pays taxes ." 

In the very early case of State ex rel . v . 
Macklin 41 Mo . App, de ~tnes t axpayer a s fol lows ; 

'•If a person owns an interes t 
in property and pays the t ax 
thereon, he pays his t ax r egar d
l e ss o. rhe fact to whom t he 
pr operty is a s sessed . " 

'lnia defini tion 1a cited and approved i n the 
case of ~ta te ex i n r . v . l.;.enengali 307 ~. o . 447 . 

r.her efor e , we are o1 the opinion +hat a bona 
f ide t axpayer i s one who honestly or in good f aith pays 
a t ax or i s sut ject to payment of a tax on property 1n 
which he has an interes t , r egardless of the f act to 
wh om t he proper ty i s assessed. 
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