
CvUNTY CLERK : 
FINANCI AL STATEMENT : Can only receive compensation for 

making one copy of statement for 
the publisher 

ueptember 13 , 1937. 

FIL E 0 

V~ . ~lvin h . Lehma n , 
Clerk of County Court , 
California , l tissouri . 

lJe! l' ..., ir: 

This departnent acknov1ledn:es receipt of 
your letter of ~epte~ber 3r d , rel ctin1 to charges 
for the pr ep&r&tio.a of the County .s: inanci&l ..;tt. t e 
ment . Your lett(. r is t..s follows : 

"The quo~tion h~s a risen ~s to thd 
Fee properly cu~rseublc for the 
prep~r&tio~ ot the County ~ i~nncial 
.::> te. t;e.me n t • 

",':hile the >..J t a teEJ' .:.uuitors 1. e . 
H. ~ • ...,coffield ~nn J . ~ . uundor s 
\lere auC:i ting the vt: rious Gounty Of 
tices i n Lonitea u Gounty , and ut the 
time when I arr&nged ny Bill f or the 
~tutoment of Re ceipts t. no. expendi
tures of 1935 by and \dth the aavice 
of Mr . ~coffield · I rede E.. Churge for 
'.1\ro copies a t 10¢ per Hundroc.l v1ords 
and l!'igures , because u.c. he s u i d , 
(and possibl y having b&un ~dvised by 
your Office) it \~o nece~oury for the 
Printer s to have ~ Copy for use in 
printing, E..nd \ro needed t..nothor copy 
for the information of tho Cour t ~nd 
for proof- r eadin,s purposes etc ., 
therefore I made the above o~rge . 

"vince t ht. t tine the aueotion \'las 
r aised as to '"he t her the oJ t .... tutes 
would bear us out in ~&kin~ sLid 
cha r ge ; and I would therefore up pre 
ciate it if you Y:ould ~i ve I:"C your 
opinion in this r.attcr (\lith due res 
pect to t he opinion of t r . >..JCOtfield ) 
as I ·want to be ~ure befor e I I:J.D.ke my 
Charge for ~aking tho u t aterent for 
the yet::..r 1936 . 

"Thanking you in aaVt. noe for ttn eurly 
reply , I am , " 

5~ 



Ur . ~1 vin R • Lehman . - 2- ~eptember 1~ , 1937 . 

The fo rm of stut ement unu t he compensti tion 
is govern by ~action 12166 Lo~s of ! issouri 1933 , pa @e 
356 . The pertinent p&rt of Sa i d uection is , in part , 
as follows : 

"The s t c. t er..e ... lt ~ h:... ll be ::.. e t i n the 
s ~ndard column vri <.i t h net..s ur o t hb. t 
\lill t ake t he l e t:.s t &pccc and t he 
publisher s h£...11 filo t \.o ,Jr oofs of 
publication w1 th t h(; count y court 
and t ht.. court ~h~.11 1'oi'\ .Ur u one 
pr oof to tht s tt. te t.udi tor ( nu s hall 
file the other i n the off ice of t he 
court . The county court &hull not 
pay the·publishe r until sa i d proof 
or publication is filed \li t h th.e 
court and sha ll not pay the per s on 
designr t ed t o pr epr r e the stL te~ent 
for the prep~rbtion of the copy for 
sa id sta tenent until the stc te eudi 
t or s ha ll have ~otified the court 
th&t sa id proof of publica tion ha s 
been r eceived and tfia t it complies 
with the r e.,uirements of t h is .:)action . 
The stbte~ent ahLll be &pr eb.d on t he 
r e cor d of the court and for t h is pur
pono t he publis her Shull bv re nuire d 
t o f urnish t he court lfi t h tt t let.s t 
tv.o copies of Dui d s t t:l t t;rlGnt t ht.. t t he 
s e.mc r~y bo .LJaf.,tcd on t he r e cord . l!'or 
t he prepar~tion of the copy for the 
stut ement t he court ~Y 4llo~ not to 
exceed the price per hundreu \10rds und 
figures pe~itted t o t he clerk of t h 
court for the '~iting of the r e cord 
a nd no pay Dholl be allowed for past
i ns printed oopy in the rooord . In 
submitting bill to the county coUI' t 
the person pr e pt. ring the s tt.. temen t 
a nd the publisher sh~ ll itemize t he 
amount a s properly cht: r ge&ble to the 
severa l funds t nd th~ county ciurt 
shall pay out or ea ch fund i n the pro
portion tha t ea ch item beurs to the 
tot~l oost of prep~r1ng o~d publish
i ng s&i d stt~teLWnt a nd sha ll issue 
warrants therefor . " 



Mr • .r.;l vin R • Lehman . ~eptembcr 1~ , 19~?. 

Analyzing t his ~e otion , it uppeur L the pub
lisher must file t l<o proofs of publict.. tion with t he 
county court. The section r efersfraquently to "the 
pr epar c...t ion of the copy for the stt.tement'' · \.e assume 
tha t you, &5 County Clerk, \dll be des i gna t ed to pre 
pare a financial statement in the oanncr L.na form as 
set forth in &ection 12165 . The stutute uoes the ex
pression: 

"For the prepar a tion of t he copy for 
the ~te.tement the court may a llow not 
to exceed the price per hundred Vlords 
and figures permitted to the clerk of 
the court for the \v.riting of the r e cord 
a nd no pay shull be allowed for pasting 
printed copy i n the record . " 

\;e ca ll your a ttention to the f a ct tha t the 
sta tute uses t he wor d "copy" and not "copies" , in 
otherwords , the s i ngular and not the plura l . 

COFCLuui ON . 

Therefore , wo a r e or the opinion th~t in 
the a bs(.noe of statutor y uuthority entitling you to 
t he s~mc , t hut you ar e onl y entitle~ to char ge for 
one co py for the statement . Y:e realize that the uddi 
tionL.l copy i s useful and , no doubt , necaful but for 
t he ret..5ons stated ttbove , we think the statut e only 
allows you to charge a f~o for one co~y . 

Respe ctful ly submitted , 

OLLIV.ER \/ . NOLEN 
Assistant ilttorney General . 

APPROV.BD : 

3 • 1:: • 'fl YLOH 

(.ri.cting) "" t torney- Geners.l . 
();.'llJ•T.~ 


