
COUNTY RECORDS: Section 12116, R. s. 1929, only au~no~tze s 
destroying ,by burning, "assessment lists," 
and does not authorize the burning off town
ship tax books . 

January 30, 1939 

--------

Fonorable C!-JB..rles .t<'• Lamki n , Jr ., 
.t'rosecutinp; .nt tor ney 
Cbari ton County 
Keytesville, I.. i s souri 

Dear .. _r. Lamkin: 

F \L ED 

C:: j 
J 

This office i s 1n r eee.! p t of' your lett er of 
Januar y 26th, wherein you reque st an opi nion based on 
the following facts: 

" Chari ton Count y i s· under town-
shi p or gani zation. 1here are 
preserved· in the cour t house a 
great number of township tax 
books , a s: .e ssment books a.nd t ax 
receipt books mqre t han f ive years 
old. I will appreciate an opinion 
fron your office tou ching the 
proper di sposition to be ~de of 
these recor d s and whet her or not 
they may now lawful l y be de s troyed." 

1here appears to be a gener al s tatut e applying 
to a ll countie s , ~ection 12116, R. J . ~o . 1929 , which 
specif i ca l ly authorize s bur ninc or destroying of certain 
paper :: ant' b ook s of the county a f ter f ive year s ; sai d sect ion 
being as fol low~ : 

" lb.e county court s of the several 
count ies in thi s stat e are hereby 
authorized to direct the sheri.ff 
of their r espective counti es to 
destroy , by b urning, during t he 
sess ion of and in the presence or 
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the county court , the papers here
inafter designated, aft er a per iod 
of f ive years after the f iling 
thereof , to w1 t: JlSse ssment lis t s , 
dramshop pe t itions , dramshop receipt s 
and s t atements, dr amshop bonds, 
mer chants' and manufacturers ' s tate
ment s , school enumeration li s t s , 
sc~ol estimates, pol l books , annual 
settlements and bonds o.froad oversC; e r s , 
cancel ed county warrants ~ settl ements 
of county treasurer, settl ements of 
superintendent of poor .farm, canceled 
school di strict warrants , justice 
of t he ~eace papers , e stray papers , 
appoi ntment of deputie s , report s and 
r ecei p t s of t he collectors of the 
r evenue , certif i cates 'of fine s , s t ate
ments of compai gn expenses , quart erly 
s tatemen t s of .fees r eceived b y county 
of f i cer s , income ~x reports , birt h 
anu dea th report s, settlements of villa ge 
school · di strict t reasurer s . road over
seers' repor ts , road commissi oners' 
reports , pol l tax lis ts and accounts, 
and bills allowed against the county." 

T.he only words in the statute whi ch are applicable 
t o your inquiry are, "as s&ssme.nt lis ts. " I f any of t he 
r ecords mentioned in your letter properly come under "asse s s
ment lists , " then the same may be destroyed , but we dlO not 
thi nk t hat the township t ax books could properly be classi
fied under the "assessment 11st s ." We know of no l egal 
obstanle or handicap which might re sult .fr om the dest,roying 
of asse~ sment books and tax receipt books . ~h1le we are 
mindful of the fact tba t any actions f or taxes are batrred 
after f ive years, yet it may be possible that the t ovmship 
t ax . books are valuable f or other matters , independent of 
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thi s r a ct . However. t he rosin r ea son f or concludi ng t hat 
township tax books should not be destroyed i s due to the 
fac t that there i s no section that we ean l ocate which 
authorize s it. 

<:, OV LLL n. Hn."WI TT 
(a cting } Attorney- Gener a l 

OWN: EG 

hespectfully submi t ted, 

OLLIVER ~ . NOLEN 
.hs ~1 s t ant llt t orney-Genera. l 


