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/tJELj:C WELFARE : 
SUPERINTENDENT: 

Appointment by County Court in 
counties of the ch~~\i and fourth 
class • 

J~nu ry ~4 , 1947 

. ~:.:.n ].·atlo r ;sc() \f • . :··ell 
;··ro::; cc:v.t i.l< ; ;\tt c:r :o.cy 
· !c;··;..-o 11 Goun ty 
.. es t ;·ln.:Lns , :· j~~s Duri 

'l'i ;i ::• EcLno : led:'; e~; ;ym.t:.:' rccont I·c ctr,cst i'c!l' an op ~. ~; :i.o ;;:~ , 
.~;.:u.:c~ C. • .. •.n the .f.'\'j~llO \·:': /.~[. ; ft•.cts: 

11 'i'b.c qu.:.: ot:t cm J:l :, s ccr;n.e t:.p in t! ;is c ounty 
I•e:;a:cdl n ... : the a~ri:nointment of County 
~ : upcri ~:te:nde P.t o.!.' f'ubli c ., elfaz•o <1nd 
who~;e aut:iwP.t t;J it is to HLH!w s1..~d1 an 
appointmen t. 

~~~) ecti on 0 '719, i.,<.i.\'JS o l ' ;.:i ~; scu~C'l , i.;:;l•ch , 
1046 , pro v1(1es as J'ollo ,~ .s : ' •r•he county 
cou.rt in count i.c s o.f the thll:•d and 
f6v.rtll cl v.ss~s :;•·1y i n lt8 d.i s cret.ton , 
w:t th a:n o.r'der of the juvor.ile court 
shov~in::: approval , e.:.rpolnt a count;y supor 
:tntendent of p:Li.'bli c vwlf'arc , :';nd Buch 
o.sststa.nts ns l t .,.t:,y ~ee, n ·,-H!}CeS3o.:t•y , 
_;... __ • t 

11Wh:' q li.C S t l OJ.1 i G , t~1on , W1.1otb.0 r t he 
Ccnmt.y Gourt r:takns t l'<e a ppo int ·,uont of' 
ti·1.c ;:;'l:t:t~er:'.ntende:nt c,J' ·~ ·ublic . c l.fe.rn o r 
do0a t h o Jv.vcnile Court mal<:c it. 

11
: , ,,,;- T h"~'"' ·'··;- e o·"-i' ·t' ·,·1·: ,.,. .. 1 of' ""ou· .. ·· a ·<> fi cc.. , , •"- J ·- J-, t ,(,. \. V 0 (J .. L .J . , t ....L •J .1 . ..,, :i :..( '-' . .'., ,,. ·- V 

.Po !tPrU~l;.'; t llo :!. ;:.>tcrp Potation of t he 
a ·iJove po:r'tion of' : ! oct~. on 0?1 ~) , L-D.W:J o.f 
;_-l; ; s ouri , 1 ~:116'? 11 

J.'he appointment of o. Gotmty : ; up0rintende;:~t of ·ublic 
. .'c1fare , rmd s u ch assistm1.tB n.s ·::.tro nece~wo.ry, ln thll'•d and 
fo u:r> th cl:.l.:~; s countt 0s is p:r•()\r).de d for in : ~ ectl on S~'ll D, ~ ~o . 
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nonorable r.:sco V. Kell 

Ti . i:) . A., i'.Zctr ch 1946 :Pamphlet, Hous e ~::i ll No. 602 , and is a s 
follo ws: 

"The count-;,· court i n countios oi ' the 
third and fou.r th classes ·ma~r :tn its 
di s cretion, with an ordorof t h e j uve
nile court · showl n :;; H;Jprovnl, appoint 
a c ount;j supe·r:tn t endent of p ublic. wel .. 
far e, and s vch assist ~.e).:n.ts as it :;.1ay 
deem necessa.1,y. ;,Tten evcr t l.1e county 
court or ~my count y ·has a.:::,pointed n 
s uperin t endent of pu.i:Jlic wolf'nre such 
off:i. cer ::t1ulll aasume all t h e powers · 

. and duties now conferred by law upon 
t h e p robation or pD.role of.'ficer of. 
s uch coWlty fmd s h all n.ssume all the 
nowe.::> s and dv.ties of t ho a ttondanco 
officer in · Sai c~ COlli1t7;' a nd a l l t h e ' 

·powers D..i."ld the dut i es of t he attendan ce 
officer in any incorp o1•at e d town or 
villa;ze having a population of more 

. t h an 1, 000 lrJ1abitants , o..nd no o t her 
or different p r obation or parole 6fficer 
or . attonda:nce offi c e r or o.fficers · shall 
be a ppoi nted by the j ucl{5e of t he j uvcn :J.le 
court, by the county superin tendent of 
public schools , or by the school board 
or any incorpor ated city, town, or vil
lag e sc4ool district or c ons olidated 
school district." · 

The functions of t;he Juvenile Court under this section 
nre only to sanction nnd order. t he C<;n.mty Co·llrt to appoint 
such supe1•lntendent. The actunl · po;ver to appoint is lodged 
with. the oo·unt:Y Court, and t hen it is only di s cretionary wi t h 
t h e Court as to \7hethe r or not t .he D.!)pointment shall be made • 
Said section r;;oes fur-th or ln clarifyinc; the Court 's power to 
appoint t h e Superintendent of I>ubli c l~ elfare wh erein it roads, 
" ~·::henover t he 0ounty court of any· c ounty h a s a~>pointod a. 
superinte ndent oi' pu"blic welfare." This section clearly 
places the appoi ntment r.;i th the County Court. 
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Tlcnorable ··sco 1
-'. ?':ell 

Conclusion. 

It is tl1crefore tho opinio:.1 of ·c~>is c'epa.rt::nent th~:'l.t \'\:hen 
the Juvonilc Court ord(:r:J m1.C. a·~-,proves tho a~·;pointnent of a 
Cour1ty :~uperintendont of PU . .)llc ... elfare Ln third t:Fld fou.t>th 
class cou:n.ties, the Got.mty Gourt 1~as VJJ.thor.i ty, in its dis
cretion, to aypoint s u.ci' superl:Cltondont. 

·.·'~D:ntl 

1\.PPliOVED: 

J·. ~':. T.:0lT.~6f(-.~--·-· -------
Attorney G-eneral 

Eespoctfully submittod, 

:, • iJ\A 1.;Y'DUtfCAV 
i\.ssistant Attor:1cy G·eneral 


