
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE: The term of office for a justice of 
the peace in counties under township 
organization is two years . 

TERM OF OFFICE : 
TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION : 

January 12 , 1943 

Ron. ll. A. ..els o 
.~.'rosocutinc; Attor-.1ey 
r!evada, WiSS.)Uri 

FILE 0 

'if 
Dear Sir: 

This is i n reply to yours of' recent date wherein you 
subnit ~~e follouin~ question: 

" Section 2525, R. s . Hissouri provides that 
tPe tor~ of office of a Just:ce of ~e oace 
shall be for four years . Section 13945 pro
vides that in counties under townshi) orenn
ization the officers , including just: ces, 
shall be elected at the biennial election. 

" I t would seem t o '"'le that t 'he latter section 
would preva~l but I have been requested by 
one of t he just · ces of the :peace of this 
county to obtain an op~n~o~ on this subject 
f r or'l your off:tce . " 

Section 2525, R. 3 • . :o. 193'3 , to wh.'ch you refer in 
your letter, ~rovidos that justices ~f t~o ~eace shall be 
elected at t he general election for a ter.1 of four year s . 
~1is is a eonoral soct_o~ under Just~ces of tha ~oace . 

Section 13'343, H. 3 . : .. o . l 93!J , to whlc:1 you :l"'fer i n 
your letter, is a s pec:al act pertaL~~nc t o officers in 
counties unlor t olmship orcan:zatio .• ?.his act pr ovldes 
that certain township officore , inc ludine; justi,ces of t he 
peace , shall be elected bionn:ally. 

< 
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Under Section 37, of Arti cle VI of the Constitut ion, 
i t is provided as follows: 

"T 1 each cou:l ty t'1.cre s1.all be appoL"'1.ted, 
or elected, as ~Y j~stices of the peace 
a~ t~a 1abllc eood may require, whose 
poYTors, -.:uties a.'1.d d".!ration in ffice shall 
be ror;ula ted by la'\-r . " 

I t will b0 noted tl ... at th:s section pr ovides t:u1.t the 
durati on of ti.1c ter.n of such j..tstice s 1all be regulated by 
law . 

Under ..:>octlo ... 1 of .;.rt.icle II o'!: t ... 'le Co,1.stit ·1tion the 
l egislative power, subject to t :.e l lmi tat i ons of t he Co""lsti
t u t lon, is vested in the Senate and liouse of Repres en tati ves. 
Under t his sect ion the General Assembly would have authority 
t o fix t he ter~1s of jnstices of the .)eaco 1n various counties. 

The cls.ssif!cation of officers i 1 counties under t O\m
ship or t:;a.n.:zation ::s not a.n unreasonable classification and 
woul d not be in violatio:: o1 any of' the provis ions of the 
Federal Constitution . 

In Collins v . ·rwelL~n , 12G ~ . " · (2d) ~31, the court 
announced and applied the rule t nat ~~~~here one of two con
flicting statutes "'lUst preva 1 the special s t otute , all 
else being equal , l"'lust ta.P. nrecedence over the r-ener al l aw . " 
Applying that pri"1cip1e her e, Sect ion 13945, supra , h ch 
would be cla.o sed as a onec lal stntute n:;>:?lfcablo t o officers 
i n counties u:1dor t ')·;ms:ti:::> or,:a1ization, WO'lld tal<e precedence 
over Sectior 2525 , su,ra, which is a GOnercl statute applicable 
to j ustices of t!lo peace • 
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Pr om t he f oregoint; it is the opinion of t his departMent 
that the tert~"l of office of j 'lot :ccs of tho poa.ce in counties 
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under tovmohlp orga....""ll::a tlon .is two yeo.rc • 

APl _,JV ..;n: 

R Y •. c KI?TRIC. 
Attorney-Ge~eral 

T't#B : C? 

.. 

.h..espectfully subMitted, 

TYRE VI . !3URTOU 
Assist~~t Attorney- General 


