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Th~ s offlce :s in r&C6 1p t o~ your r equest f or a n 
o~ n l on ns f ollows: 

"Pl onse :on=-·~on me "or bo t be "'ln you 
agn i n . ·ut I am not e l enr on the 

ax a l e s . ! ~men lo~tng y cu one 
o f -:.y ~-ax b i lls hteh as been off er
ed l'or tt.o 3rc. time 'or sol n. ond 
.i !' ... nve no · l e on t at a l l . /1 nd 
t 1 en h~vo some wh• ch ~tes oock 
to 1929 where I heve only 1 . 00 nnd 
some 2 . 00 b ide . Now r t he e 1s 
l'nly e 1)1c f or 1.00 how many years 
taxes oes thl.a- ."f!CI Y .·or? 1 oo s 1 t 
pay CO\m o tho year of' 1953 ? a
cause ihe 1934 nnd 1935 wos not on 
t ho tax blll or the . trst t ime of 
a r vortis :ng or oea lt pay f or nll 
r own t o 1935? If so. how many y ara 
of th : s ~ 111 o I ~ave t o c r ry on 
:.ny • ook tax books in order ' f the 
owner sh0u l d r eeeem t his - r operty 
within t wo yeare . If I hnvG no b i d 
how mrny years co I l eave off of the 
bock tnx book next year? o I l epve 
of'f o :;.· the back tax book no~t year? 

o ~ l ecve ~ t all off oown t o the 
yenr of 1935 or only t o 1933 ~ be e use 
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t~c 1934 ~~ 1935 wns not nuvert t sed 
!'or the 3rc tlme ? i !- ~; -!~ -~ •• · -;;. ~:· < * 
f'" ow 'lup;>ose .. om Jone s blds · or . 111 
l o . 27'1 l 'ko I • ave encl osed. :111 
I put en .._ s certificate ral~ yaors 

"om 1929 t o 1935 in l usive, or only 
to 1933?" 

I . 

~ 1d ot th-ird S'" l e a t'or "'hen 
exist ing c.. llnquont tAxea . 

r ect1on 9952, page 429, Laws of 1ssour1 , l g33 , prov ' oea 
for the making o~ the del inquent l ist of l onda one l ots wtich 
1s the bnaie f or the publication ?rov10ed f or 1n oc t i on 
99 ... 2b , p c.e 403, Laws of t.f1osour1- 1935. 'Ihis sec tion eolls 
f or o list of l ands nnd lot~ rot~·n~~ and • emDinin d~ l fnquent 

or taxeo 

"deser1b!.ng ouch l anes ono l ots a.a 
t ho same nre do ocr lbed 1n -.he tax 
books * ; .1- "'n.:' c,~rt. tns them w! th 
the ¥ount o~ el inquent tax, end 
n~mlng he yonra d~ llnquont separate
ly s to. ted .f. -lt- ·.~o " . 

! t is qu te ev1oent tnot t his 11at of c. olinquent l anda 
an~ l c' s ekes the .,lace of t he back ti:U book ti'H~ is t,_e wnrr nnt 
1o tho county colloc t or or the col l ection of 11nquent tnxos. 
"'~horeforo . this l lst must he compl ete 1n t hat it 1s t o incl ude 
al l +-oxes wh ch o1·e ~ l!nquant . oct1on 9952b s·~rfl , prov!c.es 
!n n .. ·t c 

" be county collector Ehull onuae 
n copy o ~ such list of "'r l 1nCluent 
l ands ana l ots o t p.,. inted. ~f w'' .. 

t hereby further 1nd1cat ln~ t hat such list is to ln~ lude all toxca 
wLi ch 11re c 1 1nqu&nt aga1no any ~;1ven t r act of l ane . f ectlon 
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99v2o . page 431• Laws of .!.Us o l, r1. 1953, ~ov lees in port 
as f ollows: 

'' n 'l:le r: ay mentioned in the notice" 
tho count y ool1ootor shttll oomm~noe 
the s ol e of such l onds , one shnl~ 
cont:nue t he s ome from day to day 
~t 11 so muc>h of each t>a .• : t and par
cel aa seasod or belont-1n• to each 
person aaaeaaed s hall be sold a s 
to i)RY the taxes . tnte .. "oat and 
~ha •ges thereon , or .=r.,r•ged t o 
su ch person in saic county. ·;$ ~ ·!-'' 

You w:ll note tr~t b y ' h : s r rovisi on the cortlficate of pur
c'~-.o se ls of fo.rcd nnt is to bo nolcl t o pay "thG taxes ~ !ntoref't 
anc ch r gos thereon, " 1nd1cottnr nne meanlng the t ota l amount 
of charge& WE:ch oro against the trnct o f l Qnd . ·~~over , t:~t 
section j eal s sol~ly ~lth the 1rat sale. ect1on 9933, nore 
432 , refers to the second s ol o . In the event that no person 
shal~ bid tho sum equal t o tho 6ol lnquont taxes against the 
tract at the firs t s ol e a r ecit a l thereof s hall bo entered in 
the s a l e book an~ tho ~elinqucnt l ands offered ago1n at the 
next sal e , if they be at that t~6 c 11nquont . 1he section 
t l:en provides: 

n.J.f at the socond offering f or 
sale no ?Orson shall b id ther eof 
n s um equal to then do11nquont 
toxes thereon w~interost. pen
nlty and cost, tbon t ho c l erk of 
tho sale shall note ~~ch fact 
~ ~ <t -r.· .. r. 

·y this ~rov1a1on. it is definit ely 1ndlogted that nt :he soc
one' S91e t:-e oort1f1cnte is to be off'erej . or t he " t hen " exist~ 
· n to.xna . action v953a , pago 432- Ltlws or !.!1asour1. 1953, 
re" j e "S f ollows: 

"~ hcnover any lnnds ~~ve been 
o~ shal l hereafter bo offerod 
or aG l e .. .-·or r elinquent t axes , 

1ntorest, penal ty end costs by 
the col~eetor of the p,opor county 
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f or any two Da~· esaive year s 
nDc n"' ~ ·non sh~ ll hnve b id 
t he "o.for a sum oquol t o the c;e-
11n uont tet7e 8 thcroon , · nterast ~ 
pena l t y nne costs prob1r od by 
l aw, t . an sue~ ~ounty' colleetor 
shall at he next r e gul ar tax 
sole of l onds for el !n~uont 
t xes ~ s ell the a mo o he h igh
eat bidder, nnd the purchAser 
ther~o.f sholl aequlre thereby 
the some interest therein as is 
a cqu1red by Qurc .. a-aere o~ other 
l nnCs ot such c el l nquent tax 
sol es. " 

k'nr int o conslderot1on oll o these sections~ i t i s 
quite eerto i n tr~t the int ent of the le~islnture was tha t 
upon h «? thir~ s: l e the tract wou l d be offered f or all o f the 
dc>l1nqucnt taxes "thereon, , with 1nteroat, penalty and cost 
prov1d6d b y low~ nn thnt ln t he &vent the ~roperty did not 
br1n the ~ount of such tcxes , pennlty , 1ntorest and cos ts 
on t h o t~trd sale t h e aamo ~ould bo s old f or ~batever sum the 
trnet would br ng. 

\" LUSION 

I t is t heref ore t he op inion o t h' s ot.fiee thDt l n t he 
ovont t ho t r aets o "" land vern o~fere, Ol" the t hir u time t h i s 
nov6n or on the tnxes 1 tomized 1n t he advert is :nf'nt from 1929 
unt il 1935 , (o nr emise o•~~o~ f r om ycur comr.uniec t 1on) t hat 
the A:'llOUnt b id on such thi r d s a l e vtould be f or t ho tnxos i'or . 
all t cose e eo1gnnted years, on~ in t he event t he ro wns no re
demption by t h e property owner, th~ l rnd sn_ l o ts ~ould ~e 
d isel"'.ar e ed f rom such taxes u-;>on illll complience b y t he ~ur
chnaer with th~ oth er pr ovis i ons or the law. 

I I . 

· .... ol lector t o corr y bal ance 
of t axes on back tax book if 
r~onerty redeemed from third 
s r le. 
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Y ur communication is not very de f inite oncerning this 
question but we presume thnt you deA1re . o know what back 
tuxes you corry over 1n your back tax book aa o lien on the 
pr onerty 1n t he event the owner redeemed tho ~ ... operty f'rom 
o hir e sol o at wh! ch t he b id wne not su£f1~1ent t o pay the 
f ull om~~nt of tnxes , penalty. interest anc coat chargod 
ogn1nr t t ho tr c t. h _s inquiry ls det oi-tnlned by .action 
99 3b , pat e 432 , Laws ot ~~1ssouri. 1933. wh i ch r oGds na 
rollowa: 

"Su ch lnnc s may be r ede emed from 
sue 1 s le upon he a ntne terms and 
con..: ! t i ona tut o t hor l nnds may be 
redeemo~ f~om d~ llnquent tax s e lea, 
as ?rov!~e~ Ler e in; but in the 
event o t h e re~ empt1on of nny l Qnc 
! r em any s ol e ;nt: e \U16er tte pro
vis t ons o~ th i s act, t e l and so 
recioe,no . shall be 1 obl e t o r e s olo 
by s uch county collec t or nt the 
next or any s u ... aeq1.·en t tax su lo 
or l ands : or col : nquent t axes 
f or all delinqu~nt taxes . pena l t y, 
i nter est anG coats not paid by 
such s ale." 

You wlll noto f rom the laot phroaes o f th! a section thnt 
ln the event the land la .rodeomtxi f rom the t h ird s ole, whi ch 
so le wa s not or ~n amount suffi c ient to pay nll taxes . penal• 
ties , interest on~ coats ns a l nD t tho tract, then t ho collec~or 
on the next or cny subsequent t ax sale shall aga in offer the 
l~nt» f or he bol once of such ~ el inquent taxes , penalties , in
terest r n 4 costs . :h~reroro. l n the event there waa a redemp
t ion ~-om n ·h -r d •~x s ~ le of th~ a choraeter, it ap pears that 
t le l e s isl e ture lntenCed bat you s hould carry the balance ot 
such taxe3 na 11 <'l..t"r or lien ogo lnst the T)r O rt)- ... or which 
t~:1e ]'"lr oporty wns to be aolt: a t t h o next or tlDJ subsequent s ale. 
Under ununl r ul es o; constr uction ony sum wbl ch you received 
a ou l d be np l le J. t o ... he ol ce s t taxes whl eh a r e existing a t;a tns t 
t hr t!'act . or i nstance, you have taxes for 1929 , 30, 31, 32, 
33 , 34 f'l~d ~5 ago l na t a b ivc n tract . be am::>unt b id nt the 
t · , r d s ole is s;lf'f1ciont t o ~o.y all of he 1929 t&xes, wi th pen
ol t1ea Pnd tntor eat. r ne hal f' of t h e 1930 taxos . In the caae 
th· s wns rode emed by th~ owner, you ;oul c then ~lace upon your 
list o ~ de l inquent 1 nds the bal onee ~uo on the 1030 taxes, t o-
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get her with the t axes due f or 1931, 32, 33, 34 and 35, ond 
at the next sal e o f' tor t he owner l:e.d rede emed the !X' opert y 
from -rhe -prior s r:- l e the land ··v u l c be offPrad f or s a le f or 
ell o: t heoe taxos# plus nny lnter taxes which mi~~t be 
del inquent . 

: t is t herororo t he op1n1~n of this o£f1ce that 1n ho 
e vent t heP. !a a ro~omption fr~ the third s ale at whlch sale 
s bid w~s no t r eec1ved suff icient to ~ay all tha taxes , pen
a l ties , l n tGr es t and costs . then i t j s the Cuty o the county 
ol lector nt t he next or any subsequent tax sa l e to offer 

t he t r Pot or t htS cert1f1eo e o. · pure Le se t . e r eon .. or the 
bnl cnce of s~ch taxes , ~nalties , i nter est one costs wh~eh 
were net ·-.,i· fl t thfl ..rtor s nl e . 

I II. 

Cuhlowed taxes ore not a 
c~~rge ago 1nst property f or 
subsequent sa l e . 

~he sections her e inbefore c ited 1ndi ca Le tha t each yonrs 
taxes aaseesed acninst t he pr operty ore to be ln ~ luded in t ho 
l i st of 6el lnquent l ands an~ l e ts and that such l ist i s the 
baa i s f or the publ ication of sale. P c~ord ingly. if at ~e 
t !:lrd sale no offer w:1atsoover 1s r eee ~ ved by the collector , 
the law mok i nL no provi s i on .for a f ourth a l e . i t woul d a.p:-.ear 
t ha t t hose te.xee, which at the next sale will be mora than 
five yoa~s celinqusnt, are not n charge gP inst the property 
w i ch cnn bo enforced under t he provisions of t he Jones- ;'t'iunge:r 
l aw. In +~iD conn( e tion. we refer you t o ~&et1on 9961. page 405 , 
Lawq of 1s souri. 1935. ·y virtue of t hie section, o s t tute 
of 11m1tat1ons l e operative as t o a~l taxee. 1n1t1al pr oceedings 
for the s a l e of whieh have not been institut~d within f ivo y~rs 
of tho ,Ac t e or '·he propos ed s nle. .Lt is our T• l ew the: t after a 
t hir o s a l e ~s :ad on a t iven trnct of l.anc wlthout a sale a t 
such offer ng., the ao.vert1aemcnt f or sale, publ -ished the next 
succe eding ~ear , eonstit utos th~ 1n1t1al pr oceeding contempl ated 
by eot1on 9961 n~·pra. 
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It i s herefore the o~ inion of th s o~fice thn t at the 
noxt s nl o o 1 nds ane lots !'or h•l i nqu .. nt taxoa, f ollowi ng 

• 

a sol e a t wh:ch thv tract or lot of lan~ hna been or ~ered f or 
t he third time w~thout eny b i e , y~u ~hould offer tho certi
ficate of purer~ae on such lot or tract of l one f or &11 taxes 
wl~loh fi.!'O not outl awed, t o-wi t. wh ch c id not bflcome del in• 
quont more than f ive yanrs ~r1or t o the dote of such pr opos ed 
snl e . 

rv . 

Gortific~te ot purch.o se to 
bear t ho yenrs of ,.1 1nquent 
taxes 4-"'or which lane: 1s sold . 

unf e r ~oint one of t h ' s opi n i on. 1t hns been determined 
that t h lan sroul~ r~vo been advertised and s old f or al1 
th~ del1nGu£-nt taxes exis ting against the tract ~t ~he t~e of 
the s · l e . uch ~e1ng the case , lt noceasar1ly f ollows tha ~ 
tl~e certif1ccte O J. pure: se wi ll bear all the year• f or which 
tro tnxes wer e ~, 1 1nquent . n :s ·a so b y v lrtue of t he , ro
v1 ~ 1ons of action 99 ~3c , oace 433, Lows of M~s~ur1, 1933, which 
pr ovifes tho contents of tts cortlfionte or "luroho.ae, end at tee 
in srt: 

" .. ; ~: ~o :.~the totfkl amount of the 
tax, with ~~nalty, in~erost nnd 
cos t, on the yeor or years of de• 
11nquency f or wh'ch s a i d 1 nd or 
lots wore sol6 , ee r a tel7 stot ed , 
:} H- * ... *". 

Therefore • .t;h o answer t o your i llustration augge nted ln your 
commun1cnt1on -l s t hat on Bill No. 277. such oe you have enclosed , 
w~1ch ; temlzea t ho toxea from 1929 t o 1935, 1ncl uelvo, nnd 
aa~1ng tl~t your advertisement s e t forth each of these y ars. 
your certlf1cato of purchase s':oul d des ~gnate all o f these yeora 
a a be ln~ the t axes (el t nquont f or which the lan~ or l ot was sold . 
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COiiCLUSI OU 

It l a the~eforo t y o- •nion of thia of~ice t hPt • i f 
the pr•op,;rty has been sol" f or ~he :l olinquent taxes existing 
against ~h, ~ract or~ lo t at t ho tlme of the s nl e• f ollowing 
the aGvert1aement, tho cort1f1ente o~ purc~~se sr~d by 
virtue of ~ oet1on 9953d, pof O 433, Lana ot *~1 snour 1. 1933., 
J~rtote ea~· and eve ·y yenr _·or · h~ch such t. c l inquE>nt t axea 
were rue , it oe1ng aa gumcd trult tho land was not advertised 
or sold f or outlawed taxes. 

t, P ••. ov ... 

T ; ' lfW";ij .. . -· - ~ .~..~"" 
( c tlnc ) .. t t o rn07 Goner 1 

ao· .. : li":' 
T nc . 

Respectfully subm ltt~. 

, LJ. 1 • •• , Jrt . 
At to:·ney rGnornl 


