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WEEKLY DRAWINGS : Lotteries . 

January 10 , 1938 

Honorab Le o. A. Kamp 
Prosecutinc Attorney 
Montgomery County 
Montgomery Ci ty, Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

We have your request of January 5 , 1938 , for an 
Oyinion, wh i ch in part is as follows: 

" I am writing your depar tment for an 
opinion of the followi ng proposi t ion r e
specting drawings . The mer chant s of 
Mont gomery Ci t y , Missouri, have been for 
some 6 or 8 year s , hol ding a monthly 
drawi ng f or cash and merchandise pri zes, 
said drawing bei ng conducted as fol lows: 
For ever y . 50~ spent f or merchandise t he 
purchaser r eceived a ticket on whi ch he 
wrote h is name and pl aced it in boxes a t 
the various pl aces of bus inea s . Then on 
the f i r st Wednesday of each month a drawine 
wa s hel d , and the person whose name was on 
the tenth , f ifteenth and twentieth ticket 
urawn, would i f present , oe entitl ed t o the 
1)rize awarded , if t he person whose ticket 
was drawn was not present the dr awing con
tinued until the party whose ticket was 
drawn was pr esent ." 

The principle underl ying a l l l ottery law i s that a 
lottery is a sch eme or device wher e i n anything of' value ,· i s 
f'or a cons i der ation, alloted by chance. State vs . Lmerson, 1 
s.w. ( 2d ) 109 ; s tate ex rel. vs . Hughes, 299 Mo . 529 ; 253 s.w. 
229 ; 28 A. L. R. 1305; Stat e vs . Becker, 248 Mo. 555 , 154 s .w. 
769 . 
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Hon. o. A. Kamp - 2- January 10, 1938. 

It is theref ore t he op inion of this office that the above 
pr ocedure of conduct , weekl y dr awing , i s a l ot tery in viol ation 
of t he crimina l code of t h is St a t e . 

APPROVED: 

J. t . TAYLOR 
(Acting ) Attorney General 

FERI MM 

FR.UIKLI N E. RI• AGAN , 
Assistant Attorney Gene r al 


