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Tour :reque•t for AD opinion date« Oo'obu 18, 1933• 
was as fo1loW8t 

"Ooloael Joba A. Patglo who ia aooa q be 
placed OR tbe reitred l1•t of Offloers of 
the OD.1te4 o•ate• &nv baa uked ae U lte 
will be entttled to •ote aftez rettrtQs 
froa aot1Ye &enloe II t he &nfl'• 

Doea the prorie1oat or ucepttoa. lJl aeo­
tlon 101?8 a. s. 1V39 ·~hat no o!fto•r• 
eoldiel' or ~1ae 1n the Regular &ray or 
naYy of the u.i\e4. 8t atea, ahall be eDtitled 
to vote at aay e1eot1oo tn tb1a atate• 
appl y 'o of!toe:ra 1n the R•eerYe Oorpa or 
Ottloe~• oa the Retired list, nr doe• lt 
aean oaly tho•e eQgagoct la e.otlve eerYlce 
of tbff 4Di1 -..4 laqf I prea.e 1 t all 
depeade on the o~tu7ct1oa placed oa the 
•or4 • :11• ~ 1 &180 aewae that o!tlce:ra o1 
the Reaene Oo~ 8.Dd OD the Het1~ed 11at 
are officer• of ~be Unlted State• ar., O% 
Da.'WJ'• 1111 7ou plea.ee glve .. you oplaloa 
on tble .. tt•••• 
Seotloa a, .Artlole a. of the llleaou~l Ooaatl,uttOD waa 

a4opte4 f ebNUJ 88, 192, Uld proYlde& U fol'lowat 

•All cltlaeaa of the UDited States. ta-
, olud1Ji8 oooupaat a of aoldten• aacl ea11-

ora• h•e•, oYer the ace ot ._ ... ,,..... 
Je•~• who have realded tn \hla etate ~ 
yeu, aad ln the eouat7, ol ty or towa 
alxty dqa 1Ja841ately prece4t.Dg tr.. el-
eotloa at wbioh \bey offe~ to Yo"te, aacl 
no othel' pereoa. ahall be etttle4 to 
vote a• all eleo~loae bJ the people; pro­
•14ecl. no 1d1o' • DO inaaae peJ"aoa a8d ao 



peraon wla.lle kept lD aay poo~hOUM at 
pablle expeae or whlle eoaflae<l la aa7 
pobllo pl"le<m shall be elltl tlecl to n~e, 
aad penoae ooD't'lcte4 of fel~, or eJ-188 
connected with the exerolee of the l"lsbt 
of auff~ag• •Y be e:ul11de4 by law f~ 
the rtsla~ of 'ntbg.• 

Seot1• e, A!'tlole 8, of t _be Jlleaoun OOIUitltutioa pre-
•14ea a..e follon: ' ,_ 

•Qualified electors absen' troa the etate 
oa 11111 tary or aaw.l senloe ahall aa4 
qa•llfle4 e1eoto:nJ a'b••• haa. Q;{. .,.... 
•te• b\tt wl~h1'D the •tute •y1 be .ablod 
by 1• to Toi• ., ceae.ral or epeolal eleot­
lou.• 

Beotloa 101?8 n. s . o~ uo. 1929, Pl"Orid• u ~o110W8t 

•s.ery •1• oltlaen of the U.Dlte4 StatM 
end ewery .ale ~rsou of forelsn blrtb wbo 
•7 baYe 4eo1are4 bla lilteatlon 'o beoOM 
a o1t1aea of the UDi~ed S\atea accordias •o 
law, no~ lese thaJl oae J'ear .or .ore tbaa 
f1Ye ,. .. " before Jae of fel"a 'o YOte, who 
t e oYer the aae of "tw•tJ'-oDe yeara, poee-
eaal.ns the following qual1floatloaa, •ball. 
be entltlect to vote at all electloaa by t•• 
peopleJ Flret, he aball ~·• rea1de4 ta 
the atate aae year 1..-dla•ely preced1as 
the eleotloa at wbtob be offel"• to YOte; 
eecoad, he aball ha•e r ealded 1a tlut oouat7, 
olt7 o~ t~wa Wbere he aball offal" ~o Yote 
at' l east sl:dJ daJ• l•edlatelr pl'eo4141 .. 
the electll)D; aact enoll •oter ahall YOte oal7 
la thlt to•ehlp la whloh he re•ldea • or U 
la a towa ol' oltF. thea la tb.e eleotloa a ... 
trlot th"rela 1ft whloh lle reatd•: PhYlded• 
boW eYer • that M ofttoer • ao14lel' or -.n.. 
t• tile regul.u &NJ or u~ of 'he 11D1 ted 
St at .. , ehall be ntl tle4 to 'tOte at &aJ 
eleotloa Ia tbla at.ate; ud proYlclecl t~, 
that ao peraoa while kept at aay poofto8M 
or otller aaylua at pabllo expeaae, axoept t1le 
aoldle:n' hoae at St. Ja~~ea aa4 the oonfed­
erata ho .. a.~ Hl1J81DAYllle., nor while ooa­
tlae4 1a .., pabllo prlaoa, aball 'be eat1tl84 
to YOte at .., eleottoa uader tu lan of 
We atatea ao• •ball .., penoa oontot .. 
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of fe101l7 or otller lafaoue ort.e, or of 
a lllad.•euaor ooweeoted nth the ue2'0lae 
of tiM rqlat of affrage, be pealtted. to 
't'ote at aDJ eleotloa ualeaa he alaall Jaaft 
be• an,atec! a full p _J"d.oa; IIIMl after a 
aeooa&t ooDtottoa of felOilJ • othel' la­
tuaoua erlae, Ol' of a lllad•-•r o~ 
aect• w1 th tlae uei'Olae of tJae rtcht of 
eu.ftnce, he ebll be toreYu uolu4 .. 
fro• wtliiiS·• 

Seotloa 11, Ani ue •• ~ tlle Ooutt tutl of 1871 .,JIO­
Yldee ae follow• -•fore \be 1944 a.eadaeat above aet out became 
Ue law& 

••o otfloer, aoldler or .arlae1 1a '~• rer­
ular Ulll' or .. ., of '-h• Oattecl State•, 
.-11 be eatt tled to wte 1a aD.J eleotloa 
la thle State.• 

!bta ... taoa of ,._ Sta~tea dtef~htst-s of floer• 
aoldlera aad 8&1'tae• waa baBe upon a ooa•tltutloaal dtatraaoilae­
••• of thoae fnlll~~g ta that olaaelftoatloa prtott to ihe 1921 
•eadlleat to Ule Ooaet1tut1oa, but tt la to be JaOtloe4 that wh• 
tile people ta llaaout wte4 to ••d tJae Ooanl t uttoa Qey p:ro­
•ldect tn the •-.dll•t, no• aeottoa a1 anlole a, ot ealtt OoD­
at1tu,lon1 that OCctap&ata of aolcUen aa4 eatlon• hoaea were 

:~-:of!d:. •!;o:::-aO:,:!t~o!! =~:.:;i:';::t4:-,::;'!r:.::n 
abaeat f:roa Qetl' eo.v Wbereln tllq Mlatala tllelr reel4.-o~1 oa atlltur o~ -~ ••~rtoe, .. ,. YOte • O.eetee ballot lf u. 
Legialature •••• flt to aet up the proo~. 

Seotl.oa 101?8 R. B. Mo. 1828 wu ...,,_.pur._, to_.. 
Cout1tutloa u lt mated prio~ to 193• aDd ta the ezaot 1U~SW~P 
of tu Co•nl tutloa of 1895 •• ab~• aet out, bat alDoe tJae ooa­
•tl tutloaal ...... , obeRClas ou tuadaa•tal law .. ol'lctaall.r 
eu.otH ta 18'15 thla &boTe ... ttoa eo fu u tt penatu to U. 
d1afnaoll1•••' of of floe:ra, aoldl•~• Bad mar1aea fi'Oa wtlag la 
t~a State, 1a, lD our oplDloa, uaooaetltutloaal, aa4 our Bup::r­
Courl would eo declare tt, lf pna•ted wtth a oaae ta potat. 

n.. U.e people of Jlleeovt epoke bJ tkd:r bBllot, ..... 
lllg the Coaatltutt.on of 18'18, wblOh pro-d4e4 that offloeral ao141en 
aad .-rlaea were 4lafra.Oh1ae4 al~ with 1u.atea of luaat o &871~ 
aac1 t..atea of poorboueee, the poople ta the u.a•t provt4ed 
tut oocupata of aolcllere• aa4 aallon' h••• ue boaa fide eleot­
on, and tb•:r tunller pro'f'lded for ~e ooUD.tlDS of ab•••ee ballet• 
of eleotor• &ba•t f?OII their OOUidJ but •1 tbln *• Btate t'll! :a 
eleottoa 4&J• Slaoe offteera, aoldle· s an4 .. rlaee are eleo\ora 
for votlag &D abaeatee ballot, an4 1 / tlleJ &H eleo\ore lf :real~ 

13ince 



at.~ la aoldlera• aad aa1lon• b011ea, lt 1e OU%' oplaloa that 
they are electors tor tbe pu~o•• of YOt1ag a reald .. t ballot. 

It 1e ous- o-plDlOD. that oa• engaged ln a1a7 braaeh of 
the a111tary or aanl aen1oe, aotlYe_. or ill J'eaene o% retired, 
ta an eleotor 1ll at aaouri, •<1 aa 8UOD I.e eatl tled to ~te aa 
.. , other qu'l11fle4 elector wbea preeeatlnc h1Mell at the poll • 
tor tbat purpose. 
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